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Schedule for the Week of February 21 — 27, 2010

Sunday  TopxectBo I[IpaBocnaBus
Feb 21 Triumph of Orthodoxy

8:30 Divine Liturgy
Thursday 18:30 Liturgy of presanctified Gifts
Feb 18 Confessions before Liturgy
Sunday  ['puropus [lamamsr
Feb 28 Gregory Palama's

8:30 Divine Liturgy

THE TRIUMPH OF ORTHODOXY
by Metropolitan Philaret (11985)

When our Lord Jesus Christ at the Mystical Supper
conversed with His disciples, having warned them at the end of
His talk with the words, In the world ye shall have tribulation,
He then concluded with the words, But stand firm: [ have
overcome the world. The Apostle and Evangelist John the
Theologian in one of his epistles in a certain way continued the
words expressed by his Divine Teacher by writing, This is the
victory that overcometh the world - our faith. Therefore the
Orthodox Church on the first Sunday of Great Lent celebrates
the Triumph of Orthodoxy, the Church celebrates her victory,
the victory of the Orthodox Faith over all false teachings, over
persecutions and oppression, that great multitude of which it
experienced in its bright but sorrowful path.

In the very beginning the Jews fiercely and wickedly fell
upon the young Church, and although they had no independent
government, they still caused the Church many problems and
sorrows. After them the powerful Roman Empire persecuted the
Church. The last persecutors expended all their strength in order
to completely destroy Christianity, yet was totally unsuccessful,
for in the end, after those persecutions, the pagan world fell
down at the foot of the Christian Cross.

The Apostles, especially St. Paul still warned the Christians
that among them people would appear who did not reason or
teach correctly. Immediately after the Apostles, and even during
their times, the first heretics appeared with their incorrect
reasoning and false teachings. Initially, heresies did not greatly
trouble the Church, but when the period of persecution ended,
the era of heresy began. Heresies were more dangerous than
persecution for the Church. Persecution was oppression from
outside the Church; the faithful had nothing to fear from
persecution. The Church during the period of persecutions was
merely embellished by the blood of the martyrs. On the other
hand, heresies destroyed the Church from within.

The first of the great and dangerous heresies was the heresy
of Arius, which troubled the Church for nearly one hundred
years, even after Arius died - a death which was like the
shameful death of Judas the betrayer. There were other heresies,

the last of which troubled the Church for a long period. This was
the heresy of iconoclasm. This heresy was especially difficult
for the Church because Emperors appeared who were
iconoclasts and rose up against the veneration of icons, cruelly
persecuting the defenders of icon veneration.

All of this passed, and at the last ecumenical council which
confirmed the veneration of icons, the triumph of Orthodoxy
was proclaimed - the victory of our Faith over all of its enemies,
over all false teachings and persecutions.

More than any other day this day reminds us that we all must
examine our Orthodoxy. Are you Orthodox in all things? If you
call yourself Orthodox and are convinced that you are Orthodox,
then the triumph of Orthodoxy is your triumph. You must still
strive, however, so that the name Orthodox which has been
applied to you corresponds to reality.

The basis of our Faith is precisely, concisely, and
exhaustively contained in our Creed. In the Creed all the
essential points of our Faith are expounded. It is useful, not only
at this time but as often as possible, to check oneself by these
points and to remember that if even one point of the Creed is not
accepted by us completely and reverently, then our Orthodoxy,
as they say, will not stand up to the test. In fact there are many
things in our Faith which people doubt, although they consider
themselves to be Orthodox.

There is an example of a merchant in Moscow who, at his
own expense, kept a beautiful perpetually burning lampada
before an icon of the Iveron Mother of God. When friends
praised him for such piety and zeal he answered, "Yes, yes, of
course it just might prove useful, perhaps there really might
exist something there in the next life." There is Orthodoxy for
you! He was completely unconvinced that there, beyond the
grave, "was something," but "just in case" he kept that lampada
burning.

There are people who doubt other aspects of our Faith. There
are those who not only break the fasts (perhaps because of
illness), but simply do not consider themselves obliged to keep
the fasts - this is already not Orthodoxy. St Seraphim of Sarov in
his time did not give up the conviction that the person who did
not keep the fasts was simply not Christian. That holy father
said, "No matter how Orthodox a person considers himself, if he
does not keep the fasts, does not obey the Church, then he is not
a Christian." Indeed the Lord Himself said that a person who
does not listen to the Church, who does not obey it, is like a
publican and a pagan.

Therefore we must examine our Orthodoxy. If indeed
your conscience tells you that you reverently accept all the
richness and beauty contained in our Faith as something
holy, as the teaching about truth brought from Heaven,
then you are really Orthodox and the Triumph of
Orthodoxy will be your triumph and victory. Amen.
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CJi0B0 B cy000Ty nepBoii ceamunbl Beankoro Ilocra
[Tarpunapxa MockoBckoro u Beest Pycn Kupuina

Lenp >XkuM3HM 4YeNOBEKa 3aKJIIOYAeTCs B TOM, YTOOBI
COBEpIINTH OOpaTHOe ToMy, uro caenan Anmam. Ecimm Amam
pasopBan obmenue ¢ borom m orkazancs or Hero, Bo3xkenas
JKUTh BHE bokuero 3akoHa, 1Mo cBOei Boje, TO Halla 3ajada
3aKITIOYAaeTCS B TOM, YTOOBI BEpHYTbCA K oOmeHnto ¢ borom n
coequHUTBECA ¢ HuM HACTOIBKO, HACKOJIIBKO 3TO BO3MOXKHO.
Ecnn B ocHoBe rpexa Apama Jexano HEMOCHyIIaHUE BOJIE
boxueilt, boxueMy 3amMbICcIy O 4elOBEKe, TO B OCHOBE HaIlleH
’KU3HU JIOJDKHO JieXKaTh nociyianue boxueit Bore.

OTy BOJIO MBI 3HaeM, OHa OTKphITa HaM. boxkecTBeHHOE
OTKPOBEHHE TOHOCHUT [0 HAc TPeOOBaHMS, MCIONHSS KOTOPHIC,
YEJIOBEK MOXKET KUTh B COOTBETCTBHUM ¢ BOXMHMM 3aMbICIIOM.
3to BoxkecTBeHHOE OoTKpoBeHHE XpaHuTcs B LlepkBu, B 00ImMHE
€/IMHOMBIIIIJICHHUKOB, B KOTOPOH XUBET W JeilcTByeT CBsATOH
Hyx. Cunoit Cesaroro yxa Cnoso boxue xpanutcs B Llepksu
HETIOBPEXKICHHO, M HHUKAKHE OOCTOATENIbCTBA BPEMEHU WIIH
YeJOBEUCCKUE MYIPOBaHHS HECIIOCOOHBI Pa3pyLIUTh WM
uckasute 310 CJIOBO, MOENMKY OHO OXpaHSEeTCsl HE CHIION
YeIoBedYeCKoi, a cuioi Cesroro Jlyxa.

Ho B LlepkBu MBI HE TOIBKO Y3HAEM BOJIIO bokuio. 31¢Ch MBI
BCTymaeM B ocoboe obmenue ¢ borom uepes monutsy. B
LepkBu HaM maeTcs BO3MOKHOCTb, COOTHOCS CBOU IOCTYNKH U
Mpicmi  co CmoBom boxuum, BUAETh, HACKOJIBKO MBI
OTKJIOHAEMCS OT Kypca, HAacKOJBbKO BEpPHO WM HEBEPHO MBI
noctrynaeM. M B ToM citydae, eciay Mbl IOCTYIIAEM WJIM MBICIIUM
HEBEPHO, y HAC €CTh BO3MOKHOCTh NPUHECTH MOKasHUe bory n
UCIIPABUTh CBOM JKU3HEHHBIN KypC.

B LlepkBu IIPOUCXOIUT U €ILI€ HEYTO OYEHb BAXKHOE: MBI HE
TonbKO Haydaemca CioBy boxuemy, Mbl HE TOJBKO MOXKEM
KOPPEKTUPOBAaTh CBOIO KU3Hb, HO CWJIOW bBo)keCTBEHHOM MbI
MOYEM pa3pyIlIaTh CBOW I'peX U Yepe3 3TO pa3pylIeHUE BXOIUTh
B HEMOCpPEACTBeHHOE oOIieHne ¢ borom, coenunstecs ¢ Hum.
Kak xe 310 BozmoxHO? Kak MOXXHO pa3pymuTh Oe31HY HAIINX
rpexoB? Kak MOXKHO ucHenenuTh Bce Haie 0e33akonne? Kakoit
CHJION MOXKHO OOHOBUTH UeJIOBEKa?

Kaxoil sxe cuimoil ynpasgHSIOTCS 3T CTPAIIHBIE AYXOBHBIE
001e3HH, KOTOpBIE MPHUCYTCTBYIOT B HAC M Pa3pyLIAIOT HAIIy
nymy? Cumnoit bBoxkectBeHHOHW. OTo mpoucxoautr B TauHCTBe
HepkBu. Cpsaroit  amocron IlaBen Ha3zBan  LlepkoBb
TauHCTBEHHbIM Tenmom XpuctoBbiM. Teno XpHCTOBO — 3TO HE
metadopa, 3T0 peanbHocTh. W korga LlepkoBs, oOmuHa
BEPYIOLINX JIOAEH, coOMpaeTcsi BMECTE CO CBOMM EIHCKOIIOM
WIA CBAIICHHUKOM M BMecTe coBepmaeT TamHctBo Tema u
Kposu XpuctoBeix Bo CBsitoii EBxapuctum, korna 61arogatsio
Casaroro [lyxa mo monutBam LlepkBu Xj1€6 M BUHO CTaHOBSITCA
BMECTWIMIIEM HeBMecTHMOro bora, Torma BUAMMBIM 00pazoM
apisiercs TamHcrBo IlepkBu — TamucrBo Tena um Kposu
Tocrona u Crnacutens. Bor mouemy cBsitoit Cumeon HoBsrii

BorocnoB, BenuKUil BU3aHTHMMUCKUM MBICIUTENh, M Ha3Bal
Cearyro Exapucturo TaunctBom Cearoil Llepksu.
B  llepkBu  HeOecHOE  COCIUHSCTCS €  3CMHBIM

HETOCTHXUMBIM JUIs1 Hamero yma oopazoM. dusnueckue xiaed u
BHHO cTaHOBsATCA TeiaoM u KpoBwio Cracurens. [Tomo6HO ToMmy,
kak B borodemoBedeckoit JIMYHOCTH OBITM  COCIUHEHBI
yenoBeueckass W boxecTBenHas mpuponbl, Tak B lLlepkBu
coeUHAIOTCS boXkecTBEHHOE M UeJIOBEYECKOE, 3EMHOE U
HeOecHoe, BpemeHHoe MW BeuHoe. M IlepkoBp - 3TO HE
YEeJI0BEYECKOE TOJIBKO COOOIIEeCTBO, HO 3T0 borodemoBedeckuit

opranusM. U xorna mbl, HayyeHHbIe B LlepkBu CrnoBy boxuemy,
COEIMHEHHbIE ¢ ['0Ccno0M MONHUTBOM, OYUILICHHBIE TOKAsSTHUEM,
BkymaeM Teno m KpoBp XpHCTOBBI, TO pa3pyliaioTcs Halld
rpexu, 60 B TamnctBe Cesitoro I[lpuuanienus coBepiaercs
OUMIICHHE Nyl Hamux. Mpl NpuyaliaeMcs 60 ocmasieHue
2Pexo8 U 8 HCU3Hb BEUHYIO.

B Teuenue Bceil nepBoil ceaMulbl Benukoro mocrta Mbl
MOJIUJIUCh, PA3MBIIUISIIN, CHBIIAIA Ha3UJaTeNbHBIC CIIOBA
MICAJIMOB U JPYTUX MOJIMTBOCJIOBUM, MPUHOCUIIA CBOE MTOKAIHUE
bory. Cerogust oueHr MHOTHE TpucTynaioT Kk Csaron Yarre,
MOTOMY YTO TIOJBUI TOBEHUS, BO3AEPKAHUS, MOJIUTBBL,
MOKasiHUsL JOJDKEH 3aBepluarbcsi ydactuem B (Cpareiniem
Taunctee EBxapuctuu. B 3ToM TauHCTBE MbI OCBOOOXKIaEMCS
OT Tpexa, 4depe3 3T0 TaumHCTBO BOCCTaHABIMBAETCS TO, UTO
paspymua AjxaM, W MBI, HEMOIIHbIE W clla0ble, BXOIUM B
obmenne ¢ borom, npukacaemcs k boxxecrBernomy Llapctey. U
KOTAa Mbl MPOU3HOCUM bOXECTBEHHBIE CJOBA O TOM, YTO
LepkoBb ecTe cmoan u ymeepoicoeHue UCHUHbL, Mbl
CBUJICTENBCTBYEM O PEAJIBHOCTH, YYACTHUKAMH KOTOPOM
SIBJISIEMCA MMEHHO uepe3 coeauHenne ¢ borom, u B Haien
KU3HM ~ yTBEpXKOAeTcsl MCTUHA, boOXXEeCTBeHHas  IMpaBia,
boxecTBeHHas BOJISA, KOTOPYIO HE CyMEJ UCTIOTHUTH AlaMm.

Ho B mepkoBHOM 0OIIIEHUN TPOUCXOTUT €IIIe HEUTO BAXKHOE.
Mpsl He B oguHOYeCTBE npuctynaeMm K ['ocniony. Mbl npencroum
Emy kak momsmasicss oOIIMHA, W KOTHA MBI MPUYAIIaeMCs OT
Ennnoro Xne6a n Yamm, mMbl, Kak roBopuT Bacunmii Benmkwid,
coedunsiemcsi opye Ko oOpyey 60 edunazo [lyxa npuyacmue.
LlepkoBb sBNs€TCS HE TOJIBKO MECTOM BCTPEYM YEJIOBEKAa C
borom, HO W wMecrtoM ocoboii BcTpeunm Jroneit. UYepes
npuvamenne Enurnoro Xneba n Equroit Yamm MBI cTaHOBUMCS
€AUHBIM LENbIM, U B STOM TaWHCTBEHHOM EIUHCTBE JIOACH
MPEOJIOJIEBAIOTCS.  BCE  CYILIECTBYIOUIME  pa3iinyusd
colMalbHble, UMYIIIECTBEHHbIE, HAIIMOHAJIbHbIE, MIOJTUTHYECKUE.
Ecnu mup sBiger HaM IpuUMEp pa3leleHUul, KOTOpbIE JIMIIb
MHOXATCS ¢ TEUEHHEM HCTOpUH, TO LIepKoBb sBIsETCS MECTOM
00bEeTMHEHHS JTFOJIEH, MECTOM COBMECTHOTO MPENCTOSHUS bory,
a 3HAYUT, U MECTOM, IJI¢ TAMHCTBEHHBIM, HO peajbHBIM 00pa3oM
MOT'YT MPEOA0JIEBATHCA YETIOBEUECKUE PA3AECICHUSL.

Bot nouemy mb1 ToBopuM, uto 6e3 LlepkBu HET criaceHus, 1Mo
OTHOLICHUIO K Ka)XJOW JHMYHOCTH M KO BCEH YeJIOBEYECKOM
uctopuu. Tombko B OSTOM cTaje, BEIUKOM WU MAajoM,
CBepIIaeTCs] TalHAa CHAceHUsl, U BEJIUKas TailHAa COBMECTHOTO
MPEACTOSIHUS PO/Ia YEIOBEUECKOTO Mpes IUIoM boxxunm.

ITycts xe [ocnosib B OTBET HA HAIlly MOJIUTBY, CKDOMHYIO U
CMUPEHHYI0, B OTBET Ha HAIlle MOKAasHUE, YaCTO HEMOJIHOE U
Heco3HaredabHoe, Mo wmuioctu CBoel, uepe3 cpsTeilIee
TauncrtBo LlepkBH JapyeT BCeEM HaM CIIACEHUE W KU3Hb
BEYHYI0. AMUHB.

Schedule of Lenten Vespers conducted by Minnesota Eastern
Orthodox Clergy Assotiation. All vespers start at 4 PM.

Feb 21 St. Mary OCA

Feb 28 St. George Greek

Mar 7 Holy Trinity Serbian

Mar 14 St. Elizabeth Mission (OCA)
Mar 21 St. Panteleimon Russian
Mar 28 St. Hermans OCA

For further details. see http://www.meocca.org
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