Russian Orthodox Church of the
Resurrection of Christ
1201 Hathaway Lane NE

Minneapolis, MN 55432-5720
Phone: 763-574-1001 / Fax 763-574-7560
web site: www.skete.info/ email: rusmnch@att.net

Schedule for the Week of January 3 -9, 2010

Sunday Sunday of the Holy Fathers
Jan 3 Casateix OTterg

Please see Christmas Service Schedule on this page

Saturday
Jan 9

5:30 PM  Vigil

Sunday Sunday after Nativity

Jan 10 Casateix boroorert
8:30 AM Confessions, Nocturns
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy / Jlutyprus

Christmas Service Schedule

At the Skete, 1201 Hathaway Lane NE:

Wednesday, January 6, 2010:
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

The following at St. Mary’s OCA Cathedral
1701 5" St NE, Mpls, MN 55413:

Wednesday, 6:30 PM -- Nativity Vigil

Thursday, January 7, 2010:
10:00 AM Divine Liturgy

Christmas Donation

Please consider a donation to the Church for
decorating for the Feast of Christ’s Nativity:

From:

In Honor/Memory of:

Thank You!

PoxnecrtBo XpucroBo

3auarue u Poxxnenue ['ocnioga ot IlpucHonessl
Mapuu yKa3sIBaroT, Kakast 9MCTOTa U OECCTPacTHOCTS,
cMHUpeHue U xaxaa bora TpeOyroTcs s coBepIIeHHOM
Mepbl obsarogarcTBoBanusi. Camo ke Bormomenue
Xpwucra oOHapyxuBaeT npeaensHoe Ero cmupenne u
camoorpannyenue. Humera Budneemckoii nemepst u
SICTICH Tak)Ke TIOKa3bIBAET, YTO Bennure boxkecTBeHHOIM
JOOBH HE CBS3aHO CO CIABOIO MHpPA CETo U 4To,
OCCKOHEUHO JTOpOoKa CBOOO0M YenoBka, [ ocmoan
Bieuet ero k Cebe, He opakasi ero BOOOpaxeHne
BHEIIHUM BenmuueM. Ho mactyxam m Mmynpenam
Bocroxka 05110 1aHO OTKpOoBeHHE 0 HOBOpOKIEHHOM
Borommnanenrie, nepBbIM — 32 CMHpPEHHE, BTOPBIM — 32
KaXKAy O3HAHUS UCTHHEL. (Enuckon Anexcanop
Cemenos-Tsan-Lllanckuii)

Xpueroe Paxkpaetea! Gaagure Ero!
Gheist is Born! Let us glorify Him!

T'ocnoos naw Uucyc Xpucmoc, Cnacumens mupa,
poouics om Ilpeceamoti [lesvt Mapuu 6 yapcmeosanue
umnepamopa Aseycma (Oxmasus) 6 2. Bughneeme.
Aeseycm nosenen coenams ceHapOOHYI0 NEPEnUCch 80
6cell Pumckou umnepuu, Kk KOmopou OmMHOCULACH MOo20d
u llanecmuna. Y espees Ovln 0bbiuail secmu HapooHble
nepenuc no KoieHam, niemenam u pooam. Bcsxoe
KOJIEHO U POO UMeU C80U OnpedeieHHble 20pood,
nomomy Hesa Mapus u npas. Hocug, kax
npoucxoouguiue uz pooa /lasuoosa, 00xcHbl ObLIU
npuomu 6 Bughneem (2opoo Hasuo). B Bughneeme onu ne
HAWIU HU 00HO20 C80000H020 Mecma 6 2ocmunuye. B
U38eCMHAKOBOU newjepe, nepeOHa3sHa4eHHoU 04
CMOoULa, 8 X0100HYI0 3eMHION0 HOYb, 8 0OCIAHOBKe,
JUULEHHOU He MOAbKO 3eMHO20 8eUYUS, HO Oadice
00bIKHOBEHH020 YO0bcmaa — poouncs boeouenosexk,
Cnacumenv mupa. Ho cpedu nonnouno muiuunol
gecmv o Pooicoecmae ycrviuwanu om Aneena I'ocnoous
CMUpeHHble RACMYXU, KOMOpble NepesbiMi YOOCHOUTUCH
noxnonumocs Cnacumento. Yyodecroro 36e3001
Pooicoecmeo 6vino 8o3seweno u 6oaxeam, 8 auye
KOMOPbIX 8eCb A3bIYECKULL MUP, He3pUMO OJisl He2o
€CaMO020, NPEeKIOHUNL CBOU KONEeHA NPed UCTUHHBIM
bozowm.
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The adoration of the magi

The Gospel account of the adoration of the magi has an
important meaning for the history of Christianity. This is
primarily an account of Christ’s appearance to the pagans.

Joseph and the holy Mother of God, together with the
Infant Jesus, were still in Bethlehem when the magi arrived
in Jerusalem from the far-away lands in the East. Magi, or
wise men, was the name given to learned people who
observed and studied the stars. At that time people believed
that at the birth of a great man a new star appeared in
heaven. Many pagans within Persia, having been told by
the dispersed Jews, knew of the forthcoming Messiah — the
Great King of Israel. From the Jews they could also know
of the following prophecy of Balaam concerning the
Messiah: “I shall see Him, but not now. I shall behold Him,
but not nigh. There shall come a Star out of Jacob, and a
Scepter shall rise out of Israel, and shall smite the corners
of Moab” (Numbers 24:17); here “Moab” represents the
Messiah’s enemies. The Persian magi expected a new star
to appear in heaven when the promised King was born.
Although the prophecy of Balaam spoke of a star in the
spiritual sense, in order to bring the pagans to faith the Lord
in His mercy gave a sign in the heavens in the form of the
appearance of an extraordinary star. Upon seeing it, the
magi understood that the awaited King had been born.

After a lengthy and prolonged journey, they finally
reached the capital of the Jewish kingdom, Jerusalem, and
began in inquire: “Where is He that is born King of the
Jews? For we have seen His star in the east and have come
to worship Him.” These words of such dignified strangers
excited the majority of the inhabitants of Jerusalem and
especially King Herod, who was immediately informed of
the arrival of the mysterious Eastern sages.

From the first days of his reign Herod sat on a shaky
throne. The people hated him, looking upon him as an
usurper of the throne of David and a tyrant, and despised
him as a pagan. The last years of Herod’s life were further
complicated by personal misfortunes and bloody reprisals.
He became inordinately suspicious of everyone, and
executed his obvious and imaginary enemies at the slightest
provocation. For this reason several of Herod’s children
perished, and so did his wife, whom he had ardently loved.
Ailing and decrepit, Herod now lived in his new palace on
Mount Zion. Hearing of the newborn King, he became
especially agitated, fearing that people would make use of
his old age to take away his power and pass it on to the
newborn King.

In order to determine who exactly was the new
pretender to his throne, Herod assembled all the priests and
scribes — people who knew the Scriptures well — and asked
them: “Where is Christ due to be born?” They replied: “In
the Judean city of Bethlehem, because thus it is written in
the book of the Prophet Micah.” Then Herod secretly
summoned the magi to him, elicited from them the time of
the star’s appearance, and sent them to Bethlehem. Putting
on a pious air, the cunning Herod said to them: “Go and
search diligently for the Infant, and when you have found
Him, bring me word again, that I may come and worship

Him also.” In reality Herod was planning to make use of
the information in order to murder the Infant.

After listening to King Herod and without suspecting
anything, the magi departed for Bethlehem. And once again
the same star which they saw in the East now appeared in
the sky and, moving across the sky, it went before them,
showing them the way. In Bethlehem the star stopped over
the place where the newborn Infant Jesus was staying.

The magi entered the house and saw the Infant Jesus
and His Mother. They bowed down to the ground before
Him and presented their gifts to Him: gold, frankincense,
and myrrh (precious aromatic oil). In the gifts of the magi
one can see the following symbolic meaning: they gave
Him gold as to a King, frankincense as to God, and myrrh
as to a Man who was due to die.

Having worshipped the long-awaited King, the magi
planned to return the next day to Jerusalem and to Herod.
However, an Angel appeared to them in a dream, revealed
Herod’s perfidious intentions to them, and commanded
them to return to their countries by another route that did
not pass near Jerusalem. Tradition has preserved the names
of the magi, who later became Christians. They were
Melchior, Gaspar, and Balthasar.

The account of Christ’s Nativity also makes note of the
wondrous fact that the first people to worship the Saviour
born into the world were the shepherds, who had nothing to
give Him except the treasure chest of their hearts, full of
simplicity, faith, and humility. Only much later came the
magi from the East, adorned with learning and wisdom,
who with pious joy gave the Divine Infant their gifts of
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. They had to undertake a
long and arduous journey before they reached Judea, and
even when they arrived in Jerusalem, they still could not
straightaway find the birthplace of the King of the Jews.
Does this not speak of the fact that both simplicity of the
heart and honest learnedness equally lead to Christ? But the
first path is more direct, shorter, and truer than the second.
The shepherds were directly guided by the angels, while the
magi had to “learn” from the silent star and, through Herod,
from the Jewish scribes and elders. They achieved their
desired goal only by overcoming great difficulties and
dangers, and did not hear the celestial harmony that
sounded over the earth: “Glory to God in the highest and on
earth peace, goodwill among men.”

Bishop Alexander (Mileant)
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