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Schedule for the Week of February 1 -7, 2009

Sunday St Makarios of Egypt

Feb 1
Saturday  5:30 PM Vigil
Feb 7
Sunday Sunday of the Publican & Pharisee
Feb 8 Hen. O Mrurrape u hapucee
NewMartyrs & Confessors
Of Russia

CBATBIX HOBOMYYEHUKOB Poccuiicknx
8:30 AM Nocturns, Confessions
9:00 AM Liturgy / Jlutyprus

Hauano Tpuoou Ilocmmuotu
The beginning of the Lenten Triodion

Hepneisn o 3akxee

3a maTh Henenb A0 Havana Benukoro mocra LlepkoBb
[IPU3bIBAET HAC BCTYNHTH B MOATOTOBUTENIBHBIN IEPUOS.

IToct — Bpemsa nokasiHus. XOTs MOKassHHOE YyBCTBO,
COKPYIICHHUE O CBOMX IpeXax MPUCYTCTBYIOT KaxKIbIN
JEHb B )KM3HU UCTUHHOTO XPUCTHAHUHA, HO Benukuit
ITOCT — ATO JTHU 0COOOTO OUHIIEHUS AYIITH, 0COO0TO
BHYTPEHHETO MEePEKUBAHUS, BEIYIIETO K MO3HAHUIO
cMmeicna Boromenus, Pacnsitus u Bockpecenus
Xpucrtosa. IToromy [lepkoBb BO3BENIAET HaM,
HaxXOJIAIIUMCS HA pa3HBIX OTPE3Kax MyTH K
COBEPILEHCTBY,. O CTOPOHAX MOKASHUS U CPENICTBAX,
noOyxaaromux kK Hemy. 060 ckazano: “Ecnu He
TIOKaeTech, Bee ... moruduete” (JIk. 13,3).

B eBanrensckoil ucropuu o Meitape 3axxee (JIk.
19,1-10), MBI BUIMIM TIEPBBIA CUMBOJI MIOKASTHUS — XKaXKa
yBuAeTh ['ocniona, mpunsath Ero B cepame. Bmecre ¢
STHUM KeJIaHWEM BO3HHMKAET OIIyIIeHNE COOCTBEHHOMN
HEUYUCTOTHI, PEXOBHOCTH, KOTOPAast HE JaeT
pUOIM3UTECS K bory, BcTaeT creHoi Mexxny Hum u
4yeJoBeKOM. BueHue rpexa cBoero, 0Co3HaHUE
HEJIOCTOMHCTA — HAYaJlo TTOKasHUSI.

The center of the liturgical year in the Orthodox Church
1s Pascha, the celebration of Christ's Resurrection. It is
extolled in the services as the Feast of feasts and

Triumph of triumphs. Justifiably so, for as the Apostle
Paul declares, if Christ be not risen, then is our
preaching vain, and your faith is also vain (7 Cor. 15:14).

To help keep us focussed, the Church every year
compresses for us the journey as it prepares us to greet
the Feast of Christ's Resurrection, which is a foretaste of
that eternal Pascha. We usually think of this preparatory
time as the period of Great Lent, but in fact it begins
three weeks earlier with the Sundays of the Publican and
Pharisee, the Prodigal Son and the Last Judgment.
Already a week before the Sunday of the Publican and
Pharisee, which opens The Lenten Triodion, we hear
intimations of the approaching period of lent. The
Gospel reading for that Sunday relates the story of
Zacchaeus, "the chief among the publicans," a rich tax-
collector despised for his extortionary practices. He
must have been a hard man, but the voice of his
conscience had not been completely stifled, for he came
to realize that he had taken the wrong path in life. But
what could he do? Perhaps the great teacher that people
were talking about could help him. When he heard that
Jesus Christ was to pass by, he climbed up into a
sycamore tree in order to catch sight of Him over the
crowd, for Zacchaeus was "short of stature." Any self-
consciousness or concern that he, such a public figure,
would be laughed at and scorned, was overcome by his
intense desire to see the Lord, his desire to get help in
order to set his life aright. And what happened? Jesus
Christ not only acknowledged him, He came to his
house. Zacchaeus' heart expanded in the presence of
this Love; he resolved to make amends to the people he
had wronged; in a word, he was on his way to a new
life. As we approach the fast, we must have this same
desire, the same state of mind as Zacchaeus. If we
genuinely desire to catch sight of the Lord amidst the
worldly vanities, God will visit us. We must simply have
the desire to receive Him in the home of our heart.
(excerpted from Pravoslavnaya Rus, 1994)

Reminder —

For those of you who may have forgotten, please
remember that church membership dues are now due.
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