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Schedule for the Week of February 8 - 14, 2009

Sunday Sunday of the Publican & Pharisee
Feb 8 Hen. O Meitape u dapucee
CBATBIX HOBOMYYEHHUKOB Poccuiickux

Saturday  5:30 PM Vigil

Feb 14
Sunday Sunday of the Prodigal Son
Feb 15 Hen. o 6iryaaom CriHe
Meeting of the Lord / Cperenne
T'ocnnogns

8:30 AM Nocturns, Confessions
9:00 AM Liturgy / JIutyprus

Cmupenue u /loopoaeresn
(6ecenma na JIk. 18,10-14)

MBI ciTbIIIamy cerofHs MPUTYY O MbITape U (apucee.
B aroit nputye Criacutens roBoput: «M momen u3
XpaMma MBITaph 00Jiee OIpaBIaHHEIN, HEXKETH
(apuceii...». Heyxenu 310 3Ha4UT, 4TO BCS
nmo0poeTens MOUTHHHAAS T00poaeTens dhapuces He
3HAYUT HUYETO Tepe; boroM, a oJuH TOIBKO B3I0X
MBITaps CIac €ro U MPEeBO3HEC HaJl MPaBeIHBIM
¢dapuceem? Her. llepkoBHas nmecHb HaM TOBOPUT, YTO
MBI TOJDKHBI H30€XaTh TOPAETNBBIX cIOB (hapuces n
Hay4HUThCS BBICOTE MbITapeBa cMupenus. U
0ZIHOBpeMeHHO LlepkOBb TOBOPUT, UTO HAM HAZIO
Hay4HUTHCS TTOTMHHON, HICTHHHOHN HOOPOAETENH, HO
€CJIM OHA HaM — MOBOJI JUISI IPEBO3HOIICHISI, TyUIIie ObI
ee He ObUIO0, JTyuriie Obl He ObLTO HUYETO, KPOME
rIyOOKOT0, CKOPOHOTO CO3HAHHMS HAIIETO
HenocTonHCTBA niepen borom. Mul mpu3BaHbl OBITH
ciaBoit boxueit, MbI TpU3BaHbBI TaK JKUTh YTOOBI, BUIS
HaIM J00pkIe [ieNa, JIF0IU BO3/IaIH CIaBy, XBaTy
Hamemy bory, musumuce 661 Tomy, KoTopsriii Hac, Takux
e, KaK JPyTHe JII0IA, MOKET HAyUYNUTh TaKOH CBATOCTH,
Takol 10OpoeTeNH, KaKyr MBI BUIUM BO CBATHIX. Ho
OJTHOBPEMEHHO 3Ta XKe TOOPOAETENh TOJKHA TPUBECTH
Hac K CO3HaHMIO, YTO bor 6€CKOHEUHO CBAT, OECKOHEYO
BEJUK, U HaM Tiepel HuM Henb3s XBalnuThCs TON
I00poaeTeNnbio, KoTopyro 0e3 Hero Mpl HUKaK He MOTIH
OBI UCTIOJTHUTD. (Mum. Anmonuti Cypooicckutl).

On Preparation for Great Lent
Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee

The Gospel for this Sunday tells us the parable of
the Publican and the Pharisee. Both were in the
temple praying. The Pharisee prayed, ‘God, I thank
Thee that I am not as other men are, extortioners,
unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican.’
Meanwhile, the Publican beat his breast, crying out,
‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!” The Pharisee did
well to tithe and to fast; he was undoubtedly a
decent man, an upright citizen. Any virtue he
possessed, however, was poisoned by his proud and
arrogant attitude. He was self-satisfied and
expressed no desire to change. As we enter upon
the lenten struggle, we must beware of such
complacency, of being satisfied with keeping the
"rule" of the fast and judging those who do not.
Such a prideful attitude can ruin all our good
efforts. Rather, we should imitate the Publican.
Here was a man who may have, like Zacchaeus, led
a bad life and saw the error of his ways. He was
trying now to please God, but found himself
constantly falling into his old habits and giving in to
temptations. He saw that he had no righteousness in
him, that he was a helpless sinner in desperate need
of God's mercy. “Lord,” he cried, “help me!” Such
humility invites God's grace. The Publican may not
have fasted as the law required, he may have
neglected other ordinances of the law, but his
humility raised him above the legalistic Pharisee,

and he returned home justified. (excerpted from
Pravoslavnaya Rus, 1994)

Reminder —

For those of you who may have forgotten, please
remember that church membership dues are now due.
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