April 7 Tuesday BnaroselleHue / Annunciation
April 12 Sunday Bep6Hoe / Palm Sunday
April 13 =17 Holy Week

April 18 Saturday Ben. Cy66oTta / Holy Saturday
April19 Sunday MACXA /Pascha
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Schedule for the Week of March 15 - 21, 2009

Sunday St. Gregory Palamas

Mar 15

Saturday  5:30 PM Vigil

Mar 21

Sunday Sunday of the Cross / KpecTomoknonHas

Mar 22 8:30 AM Nocturns, Confessions
9:00 AM Liturgy / Jlutyprus

Jutyprus Ipexneocssienubix JJapos B IsaTHuiry,
3 Ampenst B 6 4.B.

One more Presanctified Liturgy:Friday, April 3, 6 PM
O Crpananumu

[ocne rpexonaaeHus KU3Hb YenoBedecKas
HATOJHUIIACH TPYIOM, OOJIE3HIMH U CTpagaHusaMu. U
MMO3TOMY JA0OpOIETENh TEPIICHHS SIBIISIETCS COBEPIIEHHO
HEOoOXOAMMOM XpUCTHAHUHY (TIOHUMAs TI0]
COBEPLICHHBIM TEPIIEHUEM OJIaroIyLIHOE IIepeHECEHUE
ckopbeii 1 cTpamanuit). CTpamaHue UMEeT MHOTO
BUJIOB, IPHYHH U LIEJICH: IOMUMO CTPaJaHUH,
nocklIaeMbix borom, ObIBAIOT M caMONPOU3BOJIBHEIE
CTpaZlaHus, ¥ HaJl0 yMETh Pa30upaThcsa B CBOMX
crpamanusx. CkopOH U CTpamaHus MOTYT HOpaXkaTh U
TENo, U IyIly, U AyX. Tello OHM MOpaxaroT OOJIC3HIMH,
TOJIOJIOM, XOJIO/IOM, HEMTOCHJIBHBIM TPYIOM U CKYJIOCTBIO
BO BceM HeoOxoammoM. /Jlymry oHu mopaxarot
HeYaJIbl0, CEpACYHON TOCKOM, CTpalaHueM OT
3aKIIIOUEHUsI, OT pas3iayKu U T.I. Hakonel, Tyx MOeT
CTpagaTh OT MyYEHHUI COBECTH, COCTPaJaHUEM TOPIO
ONM3KUX, TeYalbio 32 UX TPEXH U T.JI.

EcTb MHOTO pHYMH, IO KOTOPBIM HaM IOCBUIAIOTCS
ckopOu u cTpaganus. llpu 3TOM HHKOT/IA HENB3s
IyMaTh, 9TO MTOCHUIaeMbIE CTPAJaHNs, HECUACThsI U OeIIbI
MOTYT WJITH OT JIFOJIeH: BCe KpecThl uayT oT ['ocmona
Bora, xak GecripeieTbHO MUJIIOCTHBOTO, TaK H
OecrpenenbHO MPEMYIPOTO.

OnHOM M3 OCHOBHBIX MIPUYHH ITOCHUIAEMBIX HAM
CTpallaHui SBJIAETCS HAIlla TPEXOBHOCTh. B 3TOM
cly4ae CTpaJaHus MOCHUIAIOTCS HaM KaK CPEACTBO,
MPOTUBOJIEHCTBYIOIIEE TOMY Bpeay, KOTOPHIH
MPUHOCUTCA AyIlIe Halleld TPeXoM M HAIMYKEM B HEil
cTpacted u npuctpactuil. (H.E.Ilecmos, dyxosHblii
nucamens).

Ceaturens I'puropuii Ilasama

ITamars cesatutens I'puropus Ilanamsl,
apxuenuckona PeccaloHUTCKOro, 0c000 COBEpIIACTCS
[lepkoBbI0 BO BTOpOE BOCKpeceHbe Benukoro nocra.

Crsrurens ['puropuii u3BecTeH Kak 00IHIHTEND
epecu Bapnaama, kanaOpulickoro MoHaxa,
otBeprasiiero yueHnue [IpaBocnaBnoit Llepksu o
braromataom HebecHOM cBETE, KOTOPBIM MTPOCHSLIT
l'ocnionp Ha rope ®aBop npu [Ipeobpaxkennn. YueHue
CBATHUTENSA ['pUropus TOBOPUT HaM O HEMO3HABAEMOCTH
boxecTBeHHOM CYITHOCTH U O Npo3HaBaeMocTy bora u
BoxecTBennbix sHeprusax. B 1341 roay na
KoncrantuHononskoM cobope yuenue Bapnaama 66110
OCYKJIEHO KaK €pETHYECKOE.

IepxoBb mpocnasiuser ceaturena I'puropus [Tanamy
3a MOJIBUT B YTBEPKACHUHU MPABOCIABHOIO YUECHHUS U 32
CBATOCTB €T0 MOABMKHUYECKOH JKU3HU.

On this day we chant the service of our Father the
glorious among saints, Gregory Palamas, the Archbishop of
Thessalonica.

This divine Father was born in Asia and was brought up
from infancy in the royal palace of Constantinople, where he
acquired his religious and secular education. When he reached
the age of youth he left the palace and gave himself up to
asceticism in the holy mount Athos and in the monastery that
is in Berea. There he moved to the city of Thessalonica. He
also attended the two Councils held in Constantinople, the one
in 1341 against Barlaam the Calabrian and the other in 1347
against Acyndinus who held Barlaam’s doctrine, striving
valiantly and defending the Eastern Orthodox doctrines of
Christ. In 1349 he was elevated to be Archbishop of
Thessalonica, tending its people in an apostolic fashion for a
period of thirteen years, resting in the Lord at the age of 63,
having written several books. His venerable bones rest in the
Archbishopric of Thessalonica to this day. As for the songs
chanted in the service for his feast, they were composed by
Patriarch Philotheus in 1368, the year in which the celebration
of his feast was renewed on this day.  (Triodion, from Nasser)

Flowers for Plashchanitsa
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THE SUNDAY OF ST GREGORY PALAMAS

(Archpriest Andrew Phillips
http://orthodoxengland.org.uk)

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.

Why do we fast? Why do we make sacrifices? Why do
we stand at long services? Why do we pray? To those of
us who are beginning to doubt and waver after only two
weeks of the Fast, the Church brings us an answer today.
This answer is in the person of St Gregory Palamas, the
fourteenth-century Archbishop of Salonica in Greece to
whom this Sunday is dedicated.

To many of you Salonica may seem far away. Not to me,
because exactly twenty-five years ago I lived and
worked there for a year. And as regards St Gregory
Palamas, I saw two things.

Firstly, I noticed how the feast of St Gregory is still
celebrated there today, with his relics taken through the
city in procession, escorted by sailors and policemen.
We may wonder why his earthly remains are still held in
such honour.

Secondly, I went to visit a place up in the hills behind
the town of Kavalla near Salonica. There you can still
see a cave in the rocks - this was the home of Gregory
Palamas before he was consecrated Archbishop. It was
in that cave that he spent years in fasting and prayer.
And there, not caring for his body, and instead
cultivating and caring for the purity of his heart and
therefore his mind, he received gifts of the Holy Spirit,
he came to know God.

Now at the same time as St Gregory was living in
extreme fasting and prayer, there lived a clever
philosopher, also a Greek, a Hellenist, whose name was
Barlaam. He said that, logically, it was impossible to
know God, indeed God was by definition unknowable
and inaccessible to the human mind. On hearing and
studying Barlaam's philosophy. St Gregory recognized
in the so-called logic of Barlaam a blasphemy, a heresy.
He recognized that Barlaam lacked purity of heart and
therefore mind and that his logic was the logic of the
godless who only trusted in his own mental powers and
imagination, the mental powers of the created, not of the
Creator.

For if Barlaam were right, then all of Christ's work for
us, from His Conception and Birth as a man, His
Circumcision, His Presentation in the Temple, His
Baptism, His Crucifixion, His Resurrection, His
Ascension, to His Sending of the Holy Spirit at
Pentecost, are futile, they are all in vain. Unlike
Barlaam, St Gregory said that since Christ the Creator
had become man and part of creation, He had made
human nature potentially holy - like His own human

nature. By sending down the Holy Spirit, He had given
us all access in our human nature to holiness. Just as the
Sun is known to us through its energies of heat and light,
so God can be known to us through the uncreated
energies of the Holy Spirit.

Quite simply, if we reject the teaching of St Gregory on
this, we reject all the work of Christ and therefore also
reject the coming of the Holy Spirit. Barlaam's
philosophy would mean that we cannot know God, that
there is no purpose in fasting and prayer. In fact,
Barlaam's philosophy was a denial of God and therefore
the foundation-stone of the last century's atheism and
disbelief with all its massacres and genocides with their
hundreds of millions of victims. Indeed, Barlaam's
philosophy is the basis of all those recent ideas which
said that there is no God, that man stands alone and
lonely at the head of the Universe, for there is nothing
greater than man - that he quite magically created
himself in an empty and godless Universe.

St Gregory asserted the opposite to Barlaam. He
affirmed that man carries in himself two tendencies, one
for good, the other for evil. However, the tendency for
good can only be developed in man through acquiring
the grace of God, the divine energy sent to us from God,
accessible insofar as our hearts and minds are pure
enough to receive that grace. But this grace which
enlightens and brightens us can only come to us if we
repent, if we accept the process of fasting and prayer,
tears and self-sacrifice.

It is vital for us to understand that the thoughts of St
Gregory, expressed in detail in his writings, are not just
thoughts, not just another philosophy like Barlaam's, but
they were based on his experience, they were divinely
inspired. He was not talking about an idea, but about the
reality which he had experienced as an ascetic in that
cave which you can still visit today. And the fact is that
it is the wonder-working relics of St Gregory which go
in procession through the streets of Salonica today, not
the graceless dust of the bones of Barlaam.

This is the reality of the Church, this is the grace of the
energies of God, this is holiness, the experience and
knowledge of God, not imagined, not the fruit of fantasy
and the studies of the mind, but the reality of God known
to and experienced by those who are pure in heart and
mind. For as it is written: 'Blessed are the pure in heart,
for they shall see God'. And this precisely is the aim of
all true Christian hearts and minds.

Holy Father Gregory, pray to God for us!



