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Неделя Фомин
 
 «Блаженны невидевшие и 
(Ин. 20,29) в Его Воскресение, 
И бесчисленное множество так
но уверовавших, наряду с очеви
также истинными свидетелями
Воскресения, в силу их радостн
переживания этого величайшег
Православная Церковь богата т
опытом, и он тем убедительней
переживание светлого праздник
Христова сопровождается духо
воскресением самих верующих
Семенов-Тян-Шанский) 
 

Пасхальное яй
 
 Из предания известно, что, п
Риме, святая равноапостольная
Магдалина однажды имела бес
императором Тиверием.  Извес
жестокосердием император выс
Марию, которая рассказала ему
чудесах и учении Христа, о Его
осуждении иудеями, о малодуш
Затем она преподнесла ему кра
словами «Христос Воскрес!».  С
святой Марии связывают пасха
дарить друг другу красные яйц

Today   St Thomas Sunday 
Apr 11  Антипасхи / Фомина
 
Saturday  5:30 PM  Vigil 
Apr 17 
 
Sunday  Sunday of the Myrrh-
Apr 18  Свв. Жен Мироноси
     Праведнаго и Ник
    8:30 AM Confessions
    9:00 AM  Divine Litu
 

Russian Orthodox Church of the 
Resurrection of Christ 
1201 Hathaway Lane NE 

Minneapolis, MN  55432-5720 
Phone: 763-574-1001 / Fax 763-574-7560 

web site:  www.skete.info/ email:  rusmnch@msn.com 
ule for the Week of April 11 - 17, 2010

а 

уверовавшие» 
говорит Господь.   
их не видевших, 
дцами, являются 

 Христова 
о духовного 
о чуда.  
аким духовным 
, чем более 
а Воскресения 
вным 
.  (Еписоп Александр 

цо 

роповедуя в 
 Мария 
еду с самим 
тный своим 
лушал святую 
 о жизни, 
 неправедном 
ии Пилата.  
сное яйцо со 

 этим поступком 
льный обычай 
а (яйцо, символ 

таинственной жизни, выражает веру в грядущее 
общее Воскресение).    

bearing Women 
ц, Иосифа 
одима 

, Nocturns 
rgy / Литургия 

 
 

Христос Воскресе! 
 

Christ is Risen! 
 
Our sincere thanks to all of you on the feast of 
Pascha for your labors in preparing and setting 
up the Church for the feast, and for the 
delicious meal following the Liturgy.  Also for 
the singers who gave their utmost to make the 
feastal services to joyous. 
 
May the peace of Pascha remain with all of us 
throughout the year as we recall the words of 
the services and the lessons of perseverance 
and steadfastness which they teach us. 
 
 

Воистину Воскресе! 
 

Indeed, He is Risen! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Умоляю вас усердно прилежать к чтению 
Божественного Писания.  Не только 
приходя сюда (в храм), но и в домах 
своих берите в руки священную книгу и 
с великим тщанием принимайте пользу от 
ее содержания...  Пусть каждый из вас 
возьмет, сидя дома, в руки свои 
прочитанное вам зачало и многократно 
читает его и тщательно исследует 
его... Я всегда увещевал, и увещавать 
не перестану, дабы вы не только здесь, 
но и дома тщательно упражнялись в 
чтении Божественных Писаний.  Я не 
переставал упоминать о сем и тем, 
которые имели со мной частные беседы.  
(Святитель Иоанн Златоуст) 

http://www.skete.info/


Saint Thomas Sunday 
 

Christ is risen! 
 
All of Bright Week we lived in the Paschal joy in the risen 
Savior; and our joy, just like that of the holy apostles, was 
mixed with confusion: not long ago we had remembered 
the death of Him Who is the Source of life, but now we 
rejoice, having been raised to life by Him Who had been in 
the tomb.  Just like the holy disciples and apostles during 
the first days after the resurrection, we vividly remembered 
the passions of Christ during the reading of the 12 Gospels; 
the Lord�s death and the taking down of His Body from the 
Cross, which we symbolized by the bringing out of the 
shroud; the Savior�s burial, when we carried the shroud in a 
procession around the church; and the long hours awaiting 
the miracle on the Saturday of Great Stillness. 
 Although from the very early morning on the day of the 
resurrection the good news of the resurrection was carried 
throughout creation, and even though angels from heaven 
(Mark 16:6) and holy myrrhbearers on earth (Luke 24:9) 
and even the guards at the Sanhedrin (Matthew 28:11) had 
already told of the miracle, the apostles were still in a state 
of fear and doubt, hiding behind doors and locks �for the 
fear of the Jews� (John 20:19).  The disciples� doubt is not 
surprising, for they were witness to the greatest miracle in 
the history of creation: humans killed God, and then He 
rose from the dead and saved the dying human race from 
the claws of hell.  The disciples of Christ, after their 
teacher�s arrest, forgot all of His prophesies concerning the 
things about to take place.  They did not believe the 
miraculous story of the holy myrrhbearers (Mark 16:11, 
Luke 24:11), and even while talking to the Risen One face 
to face, they hesitated to trust their own hearts (Luke 24:25) 
which were burning and trembling in the presence of God 
(Luke 24:32).  This marvelous unbelief (Luke 24:41), 
human weakness, incapable of encompassing the 
magnitude of the miracle that took place, is reflected in the 
famous words of the Apostle Thomas: �Unless I see the 
nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails 
were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe it.� 
(John 20:25) 
 People often refer to Thomas as �doubting,� not really 
considering the depth and the height of the �doubt� of this 
holy apostle.  But let us look more carefully at this man.  
Was his doubt the same as that of the Judeans who yelled 
about the Savior Whom they crucified, �Let Him come 
down now from the cross, and we will believe in Him.� 
(Matthew 27:42); or was it similar to that which we hear 
from our contemporaries: �If there is God, let Him show 
Himself to all, and we will believe in Him and live happily 
ever after�? 
 The ancient scribes and Pharisees knew about all of 
Christ�s miracles and, it appears, guessed Who Jesus of 
Galilee really was.  But every time they were faced with the 
Divine, they became even more rooted in blasphemy.  
Having found out that Christ had healed a man born blind, 
instead of lifting praises they spewed curses: �This man is a 
sinner (John 9:24), [and] you were steeped in sin at birth� 
(John 9:34).  Having heard that Christ had resurrected a 

four-day-old already-smelling dead man, and, apparently, 
not having any more doubts about Christ�s divinity, the 
elders of the nation decided �to kill Lazarus as well� (John 
12:10).  Finally, after being faced with the fact of Christ�s 
miraculous resurrection, and having heard the eyewitness 
accounts of the guards (Matthew 28:11) who had fallen on 
the ground trembling in the presence of a shining angel 
(Mathew 28:4), the elders bribed the soldiers and deceived 
the people (Matthew 28:12-14), further deepening their 
blasphemy.  Don�t modern Pharisees also only further 
deepen their blasphemy, having come face to face with the 
Risen One and not being convinced even by the miracles? 
But Saint Thomas is not one of them.  We know about his 
faithfulness and sacrificial love for his Teacher.  After 
following the Savior for three years, Thomas understood 
very well the danger Christ faced from the scribes and the 
Pharisees.  The other disciples also understood it very well; 
that is why when the Savior decided to go to Jerusalem, the 
apostles tried to talk Him out of it, warning Him of the 
danger (John 11:8).  But it was St. Thomas who said, �Let 
us also go, that we may die with Him� (John 11:16).  One 
does not often hear such words from a doubter!  After the 
Ascension of the Savior, the Apostle Thomas, according to 
the Church Tradition, went to preach the Gospel in one of 
the furthest and most difficult to reach places of the ancient 
world�India, where he was tortured and killed for Christ. 
 But on that day, a week after the Resurrection, when the 
Savior came to His disciples and Thomas was with them, 
the holy apostle needed only a push, only a step, in order 
for this disciple who so selflessly loved his Teacher to 
realize to Whom he had devoted his life.  �My Lord and my 
God!� exclaimed Thomas, who only a minute earlier had 
been understandably doubting the accounts of his brethren.  
�My Lord and my God!� exclaimed Thomas from the 
bottom of his loving heart.  To such a person as Thomas 
God comes.  This is the kind of person that He allows to 
touch Himself! 
 In His desire to save people, Christ suffered everything: 
mocking and scourging, torture and shameful death, and 
even others poking at His wounds with their fingers after 
His glorious resurrection.  If He is awaited, Christ will even 
go through closed doors (John 20:26).  But what will He 
hear having entered our heart?  Will He hear from us the 
words �my Lord and my God� or will He only receive 
mocking and scourging?  Will we worship Him, as did 
Saint Thomas, or will we crucify Him with our lack of 
repentance and hurl the rocks of our sins at Him? 
 Lord, through the prayers of the holy Apostle Thomas, 
give us faith and help our unbelief (Mark 9:24)! 
Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Posted in Sermons by Fr. Sergei Sveshnikov on 9 April 2010 
(http://frsergei.wordpress.com/2010/04/09/saint-thomas-
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