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Schedule for the Week of May 9 — 15, 2010

Sunday Sunday of the Blind Man
May 9 Hen. o Criertom

Wednesday
May 12

6:30 PM Vigil service

Thursday  Ascension / Bo3necenue
May 13 9:00 AM Service

Saturday  5:30 PM Vigil
May 15
Sunday Holy Fathers 1* Ecumenical Council

May 16 Csg. Orery 1-ro Beenen. Cobopa
8:30 AM Confessions, Nocturns
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy / Jlutyprus

[TopoxkaeT TyXOBHYIO CIENOTY I'PEX, U JyXOBHAA
CJIETIOTa YKOPEHSET YeoBeKa Bo rpexe. 1
O’KecTovaeTcs cep/ile uyeiaoBeyeckoe u rpyoeer. U
CJIIyXOM CJIBIIINT, U TJIa3aMH BUAWUT, HO HE BHEMJIET HU
TOMY HH Jipyromy. U rpex oxkecToueHus), ynopcraa
[IPOTHUB UCTUHBI U IPOTUBIICHUE € JIeJIat0T YeJI0BeKa
Y4aCTHUKOM O€CIIOHBIX A€l TbMbl. 1 ciabeer
TOJIOC CEepPAIA, U XOJIOAHBIN pacCyIOYHBIN TOPABIA YM
MOTIMPAET XPUCTHAHCKYIO JII000Bb. U ocnen uenoBek
okoHuatenbHO. U oTcTynaet bor.

Tax coBepiaercs HaJl yIOPHBIM «YMHHKOM» CYJ|
boxwii. «bor man uM qyx yChIIIIEHUS, I1a3a,
KOTOPBIMU HE BUJST, U YIIH, KOTOPBIMU HE CIIBILIAT,
naxe o cero gas» (Pum. 11,8).

U BoT HBIHE, Kak Bcerja, CTaBUT Mepe]] HaMu
EBanrenue 3T0ro 1Hs BOIPOCHL: a KTO K€ MBbI?
3npaBbl MbI UM 00JIbHBEI? 3psiuu MbI WU ciienbl? B
bore mbI nimm 1yx mupa cero ysen Hac oT Hero B
cTpany jaineue?

IIpoBepsieTcs Hallla IpeJaHHOCTh XPUCTY U Ero
3aBeTaM BO BCS IHU >KM3HM Halle — U BO IHU
BHEIIIHETo 0JIaronojy4us, a yaile BO JHU TOHEHUH U
ucnbiTaHui. Hazmo Ham ¢ BaMu 3HATh CIIACUTENIBHYIO
a30yKy Hau3yCTh, 4TOOBI U ceOe U IPYTUM JaBaTh
OTYET, a KOTJIa YY>KHO U OTBET, C YBEPEHHOCTHIO B
UCTUHE U 03 CMYIICHHS.

Cgsras [IpaBocnaBHas LlepkoBb — cToun u
YTBEPKACHUE UCTUHBI! (Apxuman. Hoann Kpecmosankun)

Bosuecenue I'ocrionae

Omun u Tort xe ['ocnogs NUucyc Xpucroc,
Kotoporo Mbl ciiaBuiu B macxajibHyt0 HOUYb, BO ClIaBe
BO3HOCUTCS Terepb Ha Hero. Ha 3ape ucropuu
YeJIOBEUECTBA, YEJIOBEK BO3MEUTAN CPABHATHCS C
borom, HO coBcem ¢ Hum He cpaBHsics u borom He
CTaJl, @ U3 YUCTOI'0, HEBUHHOI'O U CBSITOTO CTaJl
HEMOTPOHBIM TPENTHUKOM, “TIeYaTOK THEBA,” KaK
roopurt ITucanue.

Ho I'ocnions He octaBun CBoe TBOpeHbe. UenoBek
3axorell 0bITh borom, Ho MM He caenancs, Ho bor
c/enancs 4eJl0BeKOM, He nepecTtaBasi ObITh borom, u
SIBUJICS] Ha 3eMJTI0 Kak borouenosek. OH MpUHAT Ha
Ce0s Halry 4eJI0BEYECKYIO MPUPOIY HACTOJIBKO, YTO
Ternephb y)Ke Ha BCIO OecrpeieIbHYI0 BEUHOCTh HE
oyner nnoro CeiHa boxwus, kak borodyenoseka
lNocniona namero Mucyca Xpucta, Kotopsrit
6narosoimia B CBoe OecnipeenbHoe boxkecTBeHHOE
EcTecTBO BOCIpUHATH Hallle YeI0BEYECKOE ECTECTBO,
HAIly 4€JIOBEYECKYIO IIPUPOY.

Bor comen ¢ neba Ha 3emito, kak bor, a Ha HEOO
BO3Heccs, Kak borouenosek, T.€. HAllly YE€JIOBEYECKYIO
MPUPOY HE TOJBKO UCKYIHII, OUUCTUII OT Fpexa u
OCBSITWJI, HO nocaaui ogecHyro bora Orna. Teneps,
MIPEBBIIIIE BCETO COTBOPEHHOT0, MPEBBIIIIE AHTEII0B,
apXaHrenoB, XepyBUMOB U cepauMOB BocceqaeT Ha
boxxectBennom IIpectone bor u B TO e camoe BpeMs
Yenosek, BO BCEM ITOOOHEINA HaM.

Tonbko [Ipemynpocts boxus, 6eckoneHas
00085 bokust, 0imarocts boxkust, u crna boxxust
MOTJIA OCYILLECTBUTD 3TO MPETPYIHOE JIETO.

Cnags 'ocnoga Cniacuresnsi, BO3HECIIETOCs U
cugsuiero onecuyto bora Otua, Ml cinaBum B Hem u
Hallly yesjoBeueckyto npupoay. Ilostomy npazgHuk
Boznecenus sBisieTcs paocTbio 0€CCMEpTHOM
JYXHOBHOI'O TOP)KECTBA. (Mum. Punapem)

Happy Mothers Day Today

Mpmuoras Jleta!
Beunag [Tamats

To all our living mothers:
To all our departed mothers:



http://www.skete.info/

Sermon on the Sunday of the Blind Man
V. Rev. Andrew Phillips
http://orthodoxengland.org.uk

On this Sunday, that before the Feast of the Ascension of
Christ, the Church recalls to our attention the Gospel of
the man born blind. There are two points here that I
would particularly like to remark on.

Firstly, the words of Christ about why the man was
born blind. Replying to His disciples, He says that his
blindness was not because the man sinned, or his
parents, but so that the works of God be made manifest
in him. In other words, according to our Lord Himself,
illness or handicap do not always occur on account of
personal sin or the sin of others, but they may be
providentially allowed for the glory of God to shine
forth.

We can see this in the lives of some disadvantaged
people. They find their disadvantage to be a challenge, a
challenge that may bring out the best in them. We can
think for example of certain Downs Syndrome children
who are unbelievably kind and loving, far more so than
if they had been born 'normal’. We can also think of
some blind people who, having lost one sense, have
refined another sense almost to perfection, and show an
understanding of the inner self that the sighted do not
have. We can all think of examples of incredible courage
and love among disadvantaged people. Why? Because
the grace of God is upon them: 'the works of God are
made manifest in them'.

On the other hand, we can also think of people with
great 'advantages'. For instance, there are extremely
beautiful women or very wealthy men who are quite
unable to find wedded happiness. They are rather
surrounded by those who have no interest in them as
people, but only wish to take base advantage of their
skin-deep looks or their bank accounts. We can also
think of particularly intelligent and educated people,
whose intelligence has 'gone to their heads', and they
have become extraordinarily pretentious and silly,
laughing-stocks before the face of the world. Thus their
advantages become their greatest handicaps, hindrances
to any sort of happiness.

In the case of the man born blind, all his life had been
but a preparation for his meeting with Christ. Not only
was his soul pure enough, refined by his lifelong
handicap, to receive healing from the Lord, but also he
confessed Him as the Son of God, thus making the
works of God manifest in himself.

Firstly, the Pharisees, who were truly blind because
they forbade healing and good works on the Sabbath,
questioned him and intimidated him and his parents and
then cast him out. And he witnessed to them that, 'I

know not whether Jesus be a sinner or not; one thing I
know; I was blind, now I see'.

Secondly, he added: 'If He were not of God, he could
do nothing'.

And finally he confessed that he believed that Christ is
the Son of God - one of the first in the Gospels to do so.
The judgement of the man born blind was then sound.
He can teach us how to judge, or rather discern, others -
by their fruits. If we, or others, are of God, then we shall
last and bear good fruit, for if any is not of God, he can
do nothing. And if any is of God, then he will finish by
bearing witness to the Divinity of Christ.

The second thing that we should notice in today's
Gospel is the way in which Christ healed. He spat on the
earth and 'made clay of the spittle'. We note this for
every sacrament of the Church heals in the selfsame
manner:

Clay cannot heal the blind and yet with the breath of
God, it becomes the container for the healing grace of
God.

Water cannot heal and yet the water of baptism heals
because the blessed water bears the Holy Spirit.

Oil cannot heal and yet the oil of chrismation and
unction heal because they are filled with the grace of
God.

A piece of cloth cannot heal and yet a priest's stole
can heal through the grace of Christ at the sincere
confession of sins and the repentant intention not to sin
again.

Bread and wine cannot heal and yet bread and wine
transformed into the Body and Blood of Christ heal
through the Holy Spirit.

Wood and paint cannot heal and yet icons can heal by
the Holy Spirit Who penetrates into their material
essence and radiates grace from them.

Smoke cannot heal and yet incense burnt brings
healing through the blessing of Christ.

Christ teaches us then that all things can be used for
our healing and benefit and salvation, but that they must
first be touched by His grace.

In this way our bodies, mere flesh and bones and
blood, can become containers of Christ. Our souls
activated, we can become lamps of the Holy Spirit; the
eyes of our souls, the doors of perception, become
seeing, and we see the whole of God's Creation as it
really is. We see that every blade of grass and every hill,
every tree and every cloud, every drop of rain and every
ocean, all creatures and all people, are miracles of God's
handiwork, signs of His sacramental presence among us,
and we see that we live not in the banal, everyday world,
but in potential Paradise, the world as it really is, as God
made it first, for we see God the Creator behind all
things and all people.

And then we too, together with the man born blind,
can say: 'l was blind, now I see'.



