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Schedule for the Week of May 24 - 30, 2009

Sunday Sunday of the Blind Man / o cienom
May 24 Sts Cyril & Methodius

Wednesday Vigil for Ascension
May 27 6:30 PM

Thursday Ascension / Bo3necenus
May 28 9:00 AM Divine Liturgy / JIutyprus

Saturday  5:30 PM Vigil

May 30

Sunday Fathers of 1** Ecumen. Council

May 31 Cgs Orer 1-ro Beenenckaro Cobopa

8:30 AM Confessions, Nocturns
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy / Jlutyprus

Bosnecenue I'ocnoone nipaznnayetcs B 40-it teHb 1m0
ITacxe, KOTOpPBIN Bceraa NPUXOIUTCA HAa YeTBEpPT 6-i
Hezxenu. CBoe Ha3BaHHUE OH MOJYYHII OT
BOCIIOMHHAEMOT'0 U IMPOCTIABISIEMOTO B 3TOT JICHb
coBbITusl Bo3Hnecenus ['ocnona Hamero Mucyca Xpucra
o oty Ha He6o. B mocnexaunii nens CBoero
BUIUMOTO TIpeObIBaHus Ha 3emiie ['ocmons Uucyc
Xpuctoc, SBUBIIUCH COOPABIIIMMCS BMECTE BCEM
aroCcTOoJIaM U 3arl0BE/IaB UM He OTJIy4aThCs U3
Hepycanuma, HO x1aTh 0OCIIAHHOTO UM COILISCTBUS
Cesroro /lyna, «BeiBen ux Bou u3 ropoja (Mepycannma)
1o Budanuny, Ha Topy EneoHCcKyr0, BO BpeMs Ty TH
Oecenys ¢ Humu 00 ycrpoenuu Croeli Llepkeu Ha 3emiie.
Ha Bepmmne Eneonckoit ropsl I'ocioas, pa3bscHsis
CBSAITBIM aIlOCTOJIaM, B YeM JIOJDKHO COCTOATH MX
MpeIHa3HAYCHHE, CKa3al UM: « BBl mpuuMuTe cuiy,
korna coizaer Ha Bac Jlyx CaThid, u Oynere MHue
cBuaetensimu B Mepycanume u Bo Beet Uyneu u
Camapuu, 1 maxke 10 kpas semimn». Ckasas 3To,
Cnacurens nonusan CBou boxkecTBeHHBIE PYKU U
omarocioBui CBonx yueHUKOB. «U ObICcTh, erma
OJ1arocioBIIsIIIe X, OTCTYITH OT HUX, M BO3HOIIAIIECS Ha
He60». AnocTosns! 6;1aroroBeifHO MOKJIOHMINCH
OyarocioBIsIBIIEMY UX ['0CIoy, U ¢ TPEETHBIM
M3yMIIEHHEM cMoTpend, kak OH Bo3Hocuica Ha Hebo,
[I0Ka, HaKOHeIl, 007aKko cKpbiio Ero oT ux B30poB.

Homily for the Sunday of the Blind Man

The Gospel reading about the blind man, dear brethren,
reveals to us how to worship God, how to pray to Him.

Passing among people, Christ saw a man who was blind
from birth. Being blind from birth, this man had never seen
anyone. He had no notion of human form. Even Christ he
had never seen. He only knew that Christ was passing
nearby, that He was a miracle-worker and that He could
give him his sight. So he started crying out, calling for
Christ. The people around him tried to silence him, because
he was disturbing them, preventing them from hearing
Christ's sermon, because he was disturbing the peace.
Christ walked on, surrounded by His disciples. And they
asked Him: "Master! Who sinned - this man, or his parents,
that he was born blind?" Jesus answered: "Neither this man
sinned, nor his parents, but this was given so that the works
of God should be manifest in him." Having said that, He
spat on the ground, made clay of the spittle and anointed
the eyes of the blind man with this clay, saying to him: "Go
and wash in the pool of Siloam."

Let us imagine the state of this blind man. He is crying
out, calling out. He is being pushed around perhaps, he is
being silenced, but he continues to cry out, to call out -- in
other words, he is praying. Finally, the unseen Miracle-
worker approaches him. But He does not perform an
instant miracle. Quite the contrary. He does something that
in human terms could be considered humiliating,
unpleasant. He spits on the ground and makes clay out of
the spittle and soil, and then anoints the eyes of the blind
man with it. And if that were not enough, He sends him
with this clay on his eyes to wash his face in the pool of
Siloam. But the blind man does not protest; he goes off
gropingly, stumbling, subject to the ridicule of passersby.
Finally he reaches the pool and washes his face. And then,
having done everything that was required of him, having
suffered through everything, he finally regains his sight and
comes back seeing.

Here is a wonderful example for us of prayer, dear
brethren. We too are spiritually blind and unable to see the
Lord. But we know that He is there. So let us call out to
Him, cry out to Him, asking Him for help. And let us not
feel dejected if we do not receive help instantly. Perhaps
we must still travel a long way, down a difficult road, as
was the blind man's road to the pool of Siloam. Along this
way we might meet with troubles, humiliations, such as the
clay represented for the blind man. Let us endure
everything. Let us be patient and obedient. Let us do
whatever the Lord wills, let us follow the way that He
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indicates to us, just as the blind man was told to go to the
pool of Siloam. And when we do all that is required, then
the Lord will respond to our prayer and will answer it, if
such is His will. And the same thing will happen to us as
happened to the blind man. When through the
circumstances of our life the Lord asks us, “do you believe
in the Son of God?” we will answer, ““ we believe, O
Lord!” and we will worship Him.

But when we pray, we should avoid imagining
anything, we should pray with a blank mind like the blind
man, just knowing that the Lord is near, that He can do
everything. And if for some reason things should happen
contrary to our prayer, let us not lose spirit, but let us hope,
let us hope even against all hope. And the Lord will do
what is needful for us. So let us take on the state of the
blind man, which is the best example of prayer. (4bp.
Andrew, “One Thing Needful”)

* * * *

Cnopum npocmoma Bepbl ¢ TyKaBbIM HeBepueM. Bepa,
MIPUILEANIH K IPO3pEBABIIEMY CJIETILy, IPOCBETHIIA YMHbBIE
04U €ro, U OH SICHO BUAUT UCTUHY. CMOTpHTE, KaK y HETO
Bce nornvHo. CrpammuBaroT ero: Tol uTo 0 Hewm,
JIapOBaBIIEM 3pEHHE, CKaXKelIb? "ITo MPOpPOK", OTBETHII
OH, TO €CTh MOCIAHHHUK Bokuii, 00J1€UCHHBIN CHUIOI0
yynoaerictBeHHoro. Henpepexaemo BepHbIit BeiBo! Ho
00pa30BaHHOCTH KHIKHAS HE XOUET BUJICTH ATOH BEPHOCTH
U UILET YKIOHUTBCS OT MOCIEACTBUM €€. A Tak Kak 3TO HE
yIaBaJIOCh, TO OHA OOpaIaeTcsi K HeKHIKHON IPOCTOTE CO
CBOMM BHYyILIeHHeM: "Bo3zail cnaBy bory; Mbl 3HaeM, 4to
yenosek ToT rpemHuk". [IpocToTa Bepbl HE yMEET CBSI3aTh
9TUX HOHATUH - TPEIIHOCTD U 1yJ0JEHCTBEHHOCTD, U
BBIpaXaeT 3TO OTKPHITO: "rpettHukK Ju OH, He 3Hat0, OJTHO
3HaI0, 4TO g OBLI cJjier, a Tenepb BUxKy'". YTo MOKHO
cKa3aTh NPOTHUB Takoro HeBeaeHus? Ho noruka HeBepoB
yopsMa, 1 IIpU BCel 0YEBUIHOCTH HE CTHIAUTCS
YTBEPKIaTh, YTO HE 3HAET OTKYJa OTBEP3IIUI 0UH
cienomy. "OTO U yIUBUTEIBHO", TOBOPUT UM 3/IpaBasl
JIOTHKa Bepbl, "aTo B He 3HaeTe oTKyna OH, a OH 0TBEp3
MHe oud. Ho MbI 3Haem, yto rpemHukoB bor He ciymaer;
HO KT0 uTuT bora u tBopur Boito Ero, Toro ciymaer. Ot
BEKa HE CIBIIIAHO, YTOOBI KTO OTBEP3 0UN
crenopoxkaerHoMy. Ecim 661 OH He 61 0T bora, He Mor
651 TBOpUTH HU4Yero". Kaszanock Obl, Mocie 3TOro HU4Ero He
0CTaBaJIOCh, KaK MPEKIOHUTHCS IEPET CHIIOI0 TAKOTO
3axioueHus. Ho KHMKHAs y4eHOCTh TePIEeTh HE MOXKET
31IpaBO# JIOTUKHU BEpbI, U U3THANA ee BOH. . . [loau Teneps,
JTIOKa3bIBall UCTHHY BEPBI TEM, Y KOTOPBIX YM PACTIIHICS OT
ynopcTsa B HeBepuu. HeBepbl Bcex BpeMeH - JII0i1 OJJTHOI'0
nokpost. (Cesmumens @eoghan 3ameopnuk. Moiciu Ha
Kaxcowlil OeHb 200Q)

So we have come to the Feast of the Ascension of Our
Lord. Thus we have come to the last day of Christ's
physical presence on Earth. This marks the fulfilment of all
things, since His Conception at the Annunciation to the
Holy Virgin, His Birth and all the events of His earthly life,
recorded for us in the Gospels

Christ came down from Heaven in order to destroy the
power of Satan over mankind Christ was crucified and
rose from the dead in order to destroy death. Christ
ascends into the skies in order to raise up fallen human
nature to the heights of Heaven

But He ascends not as he came down. He ascends
taking with Himself a human body, a human soul, a human
mind, a human will, all the attributes of human nature,
except of course for sin, for Christ's human nature is human
nature as it was first intended to be, not fallen human
nature, but human nature redeemed and made all comely

We should note, however, that all these victories of
Christ over Satan, death and sin are accomplished in
humility

At His Birth there was, as we would say now, no media.
All happened in obscurity, lowliness and poverty, as the
Saviour of mankind was born in a cave by the ox and the
ass. At His Crucifixion also there was no glory: on the
contrary, there was shame, thieves, reviling, mockery,
bodily death, a lonely death.

At His Resurrection, nobody saw anything. The women
who saw the empty tomb were not even believed. Only a
few dozen believers came to believe in the first few weeks
after His Resurrection. So also at His Ascension the only
witnesses were His Mother and the eleven disciples amid
the obscure olives groves on the Mount outside the City.

We see that all the great events, all the victories, of the
life of Christ were accompanied by humility. This is
because in the Church victory is humility. Every act of
humility is a victory over the pride of Satan.

And in order to grant us the opportunity for humility, at
the last event of His physical presence amongst us, Christ
gives us two things. Firstly, He comforts us and the
disciples with the promise of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost,
Who will guide us into all truth, into all humility.
Secondly, through His holy angels, He reminds us that as
He ascends, so He will return, with angels and a cloud of
glory. He reminds us that He will return in His Second and
Glorious Coming to judge all the Earth.

When He ascends, He promises us the Holy Spirit.

When He descends at the Second Coming, He will come in
glory as the Victor over death to judge all deathly acts, that
is, all sins, for as the Apostle writes, the wages of sin are
death.

Thus God is victorious in humility

Therefore the Orthodox Church and faithful Orthodox
Christians are also victorious, but only in humility. God is
the Merciful Saviour among us, granting us the Holy Spirit
in order to guide us on our path to the victory of humility.
As we have sung this day: 'l am with you and no-one will
be against you'.

God is the Righteous Judge among us, granting us His
Coming again as the Judge of the Universe, guiding us on
our path to the victory of humility: 'l am with you and no-

one will be against you'. (fiom Orthodox England)



