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Schedule for the Week of May 31 — June 6, 2009

Sunday Fathers of 1** Ecumen. Council
May 31 Cgs Orer 1-ro Beenenckaro Cobopa
Saturday  5:30 PM Vigil

Jun 6

Sunday PENTECOST / Hen. cB.
Jun 7 IIaTnaecaTHAIBI
8:30 AM Confessions, Nocturns
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy / JIutyprus
Beuepua nocne Jlumypzuu
Kneeling Vespers following Liturgy

N3 CaoBa na bo3necenue
TI'ocmoga Hamero Mucyca Xpucra

3a Bockpecennem Criacutens HaJIeKano
nociienoBatsk Ero BosHecenuro, u ITobeaurenio ana
mogo0ao ObITh BocpusITy HeOoM. Ho madwr cKopocTh
COOBITHH HE JIUIIWIA UX BIIEYATIICHHS, TO XPHCTOC
BOCXOTEJ, YTOOBI Uyeca, B IPOAOJKCHUE U3BECTHOTO
BpPEMEHH, TIOCPEIICTBOM CO3EPIIaHUs YTBEPAUINCH B yMe
ATIOCTOJIOB ¥ YTOOBI Uepe3 OCTOSHHOE BHCHIIE
BHEJIpHIIach B Iymu ux Bepa. Ilo celt mpuunne OH
0JIaron3BOJIMI B T€YCHHE HEKOTOPOTO BPEMEHH T10
Bockpecenuu sSBIsSTHCS ATIOCTOJIOM. ..

Korma >xe mocie 7oaroBpeMEeHHOTO OOIICHIS ¢ HUMH
ynaneHa Oblia upe3 9TO BCSKasi TCHb COMHEHHUS
OTHOCHTEJIBHO TOTO, UYTO SKOOBI OHU BUAEIH OJUH
MIpU3paK, U KOTJa MPernoaaHo ObUI0 UM BCE, YTO HY)KHO,
10 IPUYNHE MPEACTOSIIIEN pa3IyKH, TOTAA Nepes
riazamu ux ['ocnos Bo3Heccs Ha He0O, M OHU OBLITH
CBUAETEISIMH 3TOTO...

[Toatomy, B3upas Teneps Ha BIaablYHOE Bo3Hecenue
l'ocnoga bora u Cnaca Hamero Mucyca Xpucra, kak Ha
3aJI0T HAIIETO BO3HECEHUS, MBI BO330BeM K Hemy ¢
yMHIJIEHHEM U OJIarOJapHOCTBIO: KO 8038eIUYUULACA
dena Teos ['ocnoou! Bcs npemyopocmuio comeopun ecu
(mc. 103,24) (Cem. Agpanacuti Anexcandputickuii)

YMosI0 Bac yCepAHO MPUIIEkaTh K YTCHUIO
Boxectsennoro Ilucanusa. He Tompko mpuxons crona (B
XpaM), HO U B IOMaX CBOMX OEpPUTE B PYKH CBAIICHHYIO
KHUTY U C BEJTUKUM TIAHHEM ITPUHHUMANTE MOJIb3Y OT €€
cogepkanusL... [lycTs Kaxaplil U3 BaC BO3bMET, CHIS
JI0OMa, B pyKH CBOM IPOYNTAHHOE BaM 3a4ayo U

MHOT'OKPAaTHO YHUTAET €T0 U TLIATENbHO UCCIELYET €ro...
S Bcerna yBemeBall, U yBelIEBaTh HE IIEpecTaHy, 1a0bl
BBI HE TOJIBKO 3/1€Ch, HO M IOMA TIIATEIbHO
YIpaXHsUTUCh B yTeHUH boxkecTBenHbix [Iucanmii. S He
nepecTaBai yIIOMUHATh O CEM U TEM, KOTOPBIE UMEJIU CO
MHOH YacTHEIE OeceIbl. (Ceamumenv Hoann
3namoycm).

Ha nytu k IIaTuaecaTHune

B JlesHusx anmocTOAbCKUX MbI CJBIIIAIN, YTO,
Kor1a mpuOIrKancs npa3aHuk [IaTuaecs THUIIbI,
anocton [laBen ornpaBuiics B Mepycanum, 4To0b1
OBITh BMECTE CO BCEMHM, KTO B 3TOT CaMbIi JICHb
npussu1 Cestoro Jlyxa.

...MBI TO’KE€ HAXOUMCS CelYac Ha MyTH K THIO
[IaTunecaTHUIBI: HA CIEAYIOIIEH HEIEeNIE MbI
Oynem mpa3aHoBaTh 3T0 coObiTHe. [laBen Ha myTH
Pa3MBIIUIUT O TOM, YTO C HUM MPUKIIOYUIOCH BO
BpeMs ero yremectsus us Mepycanuma B /lamack, a
notoMm — B gape Cpsitoro /lyxa mo MoJMTBe
Ananun. Hawm Toxke, KaXXI0My B OTAE€IBHOCTH U
BCEM C000111a, HAJI0 3aAyMaThcsi 000 BceM, uTo bor
HaMm gan. OH gan HaMm ObITHE U BJOXHYJ B HAC
JKW3Hb, HE TOJBKO KU3Hb TEJIa, HO XKU3Hb, KOTOpas
Hac fenaet cpoaau Emy - Ero coOcTBeHHY10
*ku3ab. OH gan HaMm no3Hath Ce0sa Camoro.
’Kusoro bora, u nan Ham BcTpetuth B EBanrenuu u
Ha myTsx xku3Hu Coero Exunoponnoro CeiHa,
I'ocniona Mucyca Xpucra. U B kpeuienuu, B
MHpOIIOMa3aHuu, B mpuyamieHuu Temy u Kpou
XpHCTOBBIM, B TaiiHE O€3MOJIBHOTO MOJIMTBEHHOTO
oOmenus, B MUHYTHI, korga Cam bor 6m3ko-
OJIM3KO MOAXOAHUI K HaM, XOTS B TO MTHOBEHUE MBI
o Hem u He nymanu, OH 1aBaj HaM Tak MHOTO!
(Mum. Aumonuu Cypootcckuii)

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit

At the beginning of the fourth century, to be precise, in
the Year 325, when persecution of Orthodox Christianity
had largely ceased, was held the first Universal Council of
the Church. 318 Bishops gathered together from all over
the Orthodox Christian world. Together they drew up a
written summary of the Orthodox Faith, which was
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confirmed later in the same century at the Second Universal
Council of the Church

We still sing and read that written summary of our
Faith, drawn up all those years ago. It is known in English
as the 'Creed'. .... The Creed is that text which we read
every morning at morning prayers and which we sing at
every Divine Liturgy, beginning: 'l believe in One God the
Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and Earth. ... All over
the world the Orthodox Church upholds this same Creed
and has done so ever since the First Universal Council of
the Church. Even Roman Catholicism and Anglicanism still
retain most of that Creed, though with one significant
alteration.

On account of pride and delusion, certain individuals
and societies in each succeeding age of human history have
rejected in turn one or more of the parts of the Creed

Thus, for the first three centuries, the Church was
viciously persecuted by the forces of the world which
rejected the Faith in One God the Father. They maintained
that there were many gods, that the sun was a god, that the
moon was a god, that there was a wind god or a rain god,
that the Roman Emperor was a god and so on. These forces
were defeated by the sacrificial blood of hundreds of
thousands of Orthodox martyrs

Then, during the following centuries, the Church was
persecuted by those who maintained that Christ was not the
Son of God, or that he was the Son of God, but had never
become a real man. These groups gave themselves various
names: Arians, Nestorians, Monophysites, Iconoclasts and
so on. The Church was victorious too against these groups
and maintained the Faith through the sacrifices of the
faithful upheld by the grace of God

Then, again for hundreds of years, the Church was
persecuted by those who rejected the Fathers' teaching on
the Holy Spirit: They all reject the confession of the Holy
Spirit of the Creed of the First Universal Council of the
Orthodox Church

Finally, and more recently, evil forces have rejected the
Orthodox teaching on the Church, they have denied that
there is only one baptism and that after the separation of the
soul from the body there is resurrection and an age to come.
Thus in our own times, there are many such people who
deny that there is life after death

The Fathers of the First Universal Council were then
also Prophets, for they forestalled much later errors and
neatly defined the Faith for all time, confirming it at the
Second Universal Council. This is why, after the fourth
century, no other Council of the Church ever redefined the
Faith or changed or modified anything. The Creed remains
ever the same. That is why for centuries no Universal
Council has been called: the work was all done early on

The Fathers of the First Council were, however, most
directly concerned with the question of the Divinity of
Christ. They firmly maintained that Christ is the Son of
God. They were opposed by a particularly arrogant
intellectual, a priest who was called Arius. Arius in his
overweening pride asserted that Christ was not the Son of
God. At one session of the Council St Nicholas, who like
many other famous saints was present, stood up and
slapped Arius across the face in order to stop him from

blaspheming, So wicked were Arius' words that St
Nicholas, a man of great love, wanted to protect him from
his own foolishness so that he would not be struck down
and might come by shock to see reason.

At the First Universal Council the Fathers were
triumphant in the expression of the Truth, the great Mystery
of Orthodoxy, that Christ is the Son of God, True God.
Arius and his devotees were defeated

Why do we commemorate the Fathers of the First
Council today?

We are now three days after the Feast of the Ascension
and seven days before Pentecost. These Feasts prove the
Divinity of Christ. That is why today we have read from St
John's Gospel where Our Lord speaks of His Father, He
speaks as His Son, Whom the Father has sent, saying that
He came out from the Father and that all things that are the
Father's are also the Son's.

These Gospel words prove the Divinity of the Son. It is
these very words of Our Lord faithfully recorded in the
Gospel that inspired the Fathers of the First Universal
Council.

For if Christ is not Divine, if He is not the Son of God,
then the whole Faith is worthless. All stands or falls by
this. He who denies the Divinity of Christ is but one step
from atheism and all its horrors which so marred the last
century. Yet it is this error, to say that Christ is not the Son
of God, which is as widespread today as it was in the fourth
century. Go into the streets and ask who Christ is. People
will tell you at best: 'Oh, a great man'. 'A wise man'. But
few will tell you that He is the Son of God. Indeed there are
whole groups who call themselves Christians where the
majority do not believe that Christ is the Son of God.

But we believe, as all the Holy Fathers believe, that
Christ is True God and also a real man. Only a sinless,
perfect man, living and walking on earth among men, could
show humanity that it is possible to avoid the sin and death
which distract us from becoming what we were intended to
be - holy unto all eternity. Only the True God become
incarnate as man could save humanity by showing him the
measure of his potential - to become godlike through
humility. Only the Son of God could say to us: 'Be ye
perfect as is my Father in Heaven'.

This is the meaning of today's Feast: Christ is God and
through his Body, the Church, He opens up to us the path to
God, the path to holiness, the path to perfection.

It is for us to make use of this through leading an
Orthodox Christian way of life and thus save our souls.

(excerpted from Orthodox England)



