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 �Пусть же каждая душа чутко п
своем сердце и боится прослушать
руки Высокого Гостя; пусть боитс
слух огрубеет от мирской суеты и
слышать тиких и нежных призыво
Царства Света.  Пусть боится душ
переживания небесной радости ед
мутными развлечениями мира или
утешениями телесной природы.  А
оторваться от мира и всего чувств
затоскует о свете Горнего мира и п
Господу, пусть дерзает единения с
таинстве, одевая себя при этом в д
искреннего покаяния и глубочайш
неизменной полноты нищеты духо
также не смущается душа оттого, 
своем покаянии все же недостойна
 Про это так говорит старец о. А
«Причащайтесь чаще и не говорит
Если ты так будешь говорить, то н
причащаться, потому что никогда
достоин.  Вы думаете, что на земл
один человек, достойный причаще
Никто этого не достоин, а если мы
причащаемся, то лишь по особому
Божию.  Не мы созданы для прича
для нас.  Именно мы, грешные, не
более чем кто-либо нуждаемся в э
источнике».� 
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 To some He is an impersonal �it.�  Others, frankly, 
confess that for them the matter is irrelevant.  They have 
casually discarded the Holy Spirit along with other 
teachings of the Church.  

 

 To Jesus, however, the presence of the Holy Spirit 
was the one essential element in His work and the 
fulfillment of His commission.  �But ye shall receive 
power, after that the Holy Spirit is come upon you: and 
ye shall be witnesses unto me.� (Acts 1:8).  Without Him 
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the disciples could only remain a timorous divided band 
destined for obscurity.  With Him possessing them, they 
became an invincible Church. 
 By today�s standards that small apostolic mission was 
underfinanced, pitifully equipped, and greatly 
disorganized.  Yet within 30 years they had carried the 
Gospel to the then-known world.  How did they do it?  
Pentecost, the descent of the Spirit, had turned anemic 
believers into exuberant saints.  People said they were 
drunk and so they were, but not with wine. 
 If we ever needed the Holy Spirit, we need Him 
today.  Insidious forces of evil assault an apathetic 
Church.  God�s people bow resignedly to the onslaught.  
They are impotent against the offenses of raw paganism 
and sophisticated secularism. 
 Is there a way we can determine whether we are 
trusting the Holy Spirit?  The place we accord prayer is a 
sure index to our spiritual values.  People who genuinely 
rely upon God�s Spirit and consistently look to Him for 
leadership are found on their knees.  It was so with the 
first missionaries.  The same principle applies today. 
 We have grieved the Holy Spirit and it is high time 
we acknowledge our sin.  Without Him our most earnest 
endeavor is for naught.  In a spiritual warfare, the only 
truly effective weapons are spiritual ones � weapons 
fashioned by the Holy Spirit and wielded by Spirit-filled 
people. 
 
 “O Heavenly King, the Comforter, the Spirit of Truth, 
Who art everywhere present and fillest all things.  
Treasury of blessings and Giver of Life, come and abide 
in us and cleanse us from every impurity, and save, O 
Gracious One, our souls.” (from “The Orthodox 
Herald”)
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