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Schedule for the Week of July 12 - 18, 2009

Sunday Sts. Peter and Paul
Jul 12 Csg. Iletpa u [1aBna

Saturday  5:30 PM Vigil
Jul 18

Sunday St. Sisoes of Egypt
Jul 19 8:30 AM Confessions, Nocturns
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy / JIutyprus

CrnoBo Ha [Ipazguuk CBB. Amnm. Iletpa u [1aBna

Wrax, Oparbs, ipa3aHys HBIHE AMSTh CBATHIX
aroctosioB [letpa u I1aBna, BoclioMrHast YECTHBIE UX
CTpaJlaHusl, BO3MIOONM X UCTUHHYIO BEPY, CBIATYIO
KU3Hb, BO3JIIOOMM HEITOBUHHOCTbD, CTPAJIAHHSI UX H
YUCTOTY UCHOBenaHus. JIFoOs B HUX 3TH BHICOKHE
KauecTBa U MOJApakasi X BETUKUM ITOABUTAM, «ITOOBI
YHOJAOOUTHCS UMY, U MBI JIOCTHTHEM TOTO BEYHOTO
ONaKeHCTBa, KOTOPOE YTOTOBAHO BceM CBAThIM. (CTe3st
JKU3HU HaITel pex e OblIa TshKeee, TSPHICTEE,
TpyIHee, HO «MMes BOKPYT ce0s Takoe 00s1ako
ceuzereneii» (Esp. 12,1), nmpomeamux mo Hew,
coJielTajiach HbIHE JIJIsS HAC OHA U JIeTrde, TIIaxJe, U
ynobonpoxoaumee. Crnepsa mpormen no Heit Cam
«Havanenuk Bepsl 1 CoBepiuTennb» ['ocmoap Hatr
Hucyc Xpucroc (Ep.12.2), 3a Hum nocnenosanu Ero
HEYCTPAITUMBIC allOCTOJIBI, [IOTOM MYYCHHUKH, OTPOKH,
’KE€HBI, ICBEI 1 MHOTHI COHM cBHuaeTeaeh. Kro xe
JNEHCTBOBAJI B HUX U IOMOTall UM 3a 3ToM mytu? — ToT,
Kto ckazan: «be3 MeHs He MOXKETe JIelIaTh HIIET0»
(Mn.15,5). (bnaxxeHHUi ABryCcTHH)..

ArmiocTonel — cBuaeTenn boxxecTBeHHOCTH XpHCTa

CBsTBIC allOCTOJIBI CIIEPBa Y3HAIHM B CBOEM Y UUTEIIe
obemranHoro Cracurens, Meccuro, a moroM u CaMoro
BOILIOTHBIIErocs bora. DTy Bepy OT JUIla arocTOJIOB
ucnosenain anocron Ilerp, u ['ocrioas oTBETHII EMY, YTO
«HE TIOTh U KPOBb OTKPBLIH TeOe 310, HO OTenr Moii,
cyumit Ha HeOecax» (M. 16,17). C Tex mop anocToJibl
KUK 3TUM COBEPIICHHO HOBBIM, HEOBIBAIIBIM,
CTPAITHBIM B O€CKOHEYHO PAJOCTHBIM CO3HAHHUEM, UTO
npex HuMHu U ¢ HuMu xuBeT Cam bor, cTaBimmit
UYenoekoM. TpemeToMm 3TOro CO3HAHHMS MOJIHBI BCS
aIroCTONBCKUE TTUCAHUSA: «O TOM... UTO MBI CIIBIIIIAIIH,
4YTO BUACIU CBOUMH OYaMH, UYTO pacCMaTpuBaId U YTO

ocs3any pyku Hamy, o CiioBe )Ku3HH...» J{J1s armocTonos
OBLJIO OYEBHAHOCTRIO, uYTO MHcyc ecTh bor, cTammii
UennoBeKbOM; TOJIBKO co3epiiasi Xpucra, OHU y3HAIH,
yto bor ecth cBeT u JIto00Bb 1 uTO HeT B HeM Hukakon
16MHI (1 UH. 1,5;4,8) (Emuckon Anexcauap)

On this present day June 29/July 12, the Holy Church
piously remembers the suffering of the Holy Glorious and
All-Praiseworthy Apostles Peter and Paul

From a Sermon of Blessed Augustine, Bishop of Hippo

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit:
Saint Peter, the fervent follower of Jesus Christ, for the profound
confession of His Divinity: "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the
Living God", was deemed worthy by the Saviour to hear in
answer: "Blessed art thou, Simon ... | tell thee, that thou art Peter
[Petros], and on this stone [petra] I build My Church" (Mt 16:16-
18). On "this stone" [petra], is on that which thou sayest: "Thou art
the Christ, the Son of the Living God" -- it is on this thy confession
I build My Church. Wherefore the "thou art Peter": it is from the
"stone" [petra] that Peter [Petros] is, and not from Peter [Petros]
that the "stone" [petra] is -- just as how the christian is from Christ,
and not Christ from the christian. Do you want to know, from what
sort of "rock" [petra] the Apostle Peter [Petros] was named? --
Hear ye the Apostle Paul: "I do not want ye not to know, brethren
-- says the Apostle of Christ -- how our fathers were all under a
cloud, and all passed through the sea: and all in Moses were
baptized in the cloud and in the sea. And all thus eating spiritual
food, and all thus drinking spiritual drink: for they did drink from
the spiritual accompanying rock: for the rock indeed was Christ"
(1Cor 10: 1-4). Here is the from whence the "Rock" is Peter.

Our Lord Jesus Christ, in the final days of His earthly life, in
the days of His mission to the race of man, chose from among the
disciples His twelve Apostles for preaching the Word of God.
Among them, the Apostle Peter for his fiery ardor was vouchsafed
to occupy the first place (Mt 10:2) and to be as it were the
representative person for all the Church. And therefore it is said to
him, preferentially, after the confession: "And | give thee the keys
of the Kingdom of Heaven: and if thou bindest upon the earth, it
will be bound in the Heavens: and if thou loosenest upon the
earth, it will be loosened in the Heavens (Mt 16; 19). Wherefore it
was not one man, but rather the One Universal Church, that
received these "keys" and the right "to bind and loosen." And that
actually it was the Church that received this right, and not
exclusively a single person, turn your attention to another place of
the Scriptures, where the same Lord says to also all His Apostles:
"Receive ye the Holy Spirit" -- and further after this:
"Whosesoever sins ye remit, are remitted them: and whosesoever
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sins ye retain, are retained" (Jn 20:22-23); or: "with what ye bind
upon the earth, will be bound in Heaven: and with what ye loosen
upon the earth, will be loosened in the Heavens" (Mt 18:18).
Thus, it is the Church that binds, the Church that loosens; the
Church, built upon the foundational corner-stone -- Jesus Christ
Himself (Eph 2:20) doth bind and loosen. Let both the binding and
the loosening be feared: the loosening, in order not to fall under
this again; the binding, in order not to remain forever in this
condition. Wherefore "by the passions of his own sins -- says
Wisdom -- is each ensnared” (Prov 5:22); and except for in the
Holy Church nowhere is it possible to receive the loosening.

And after His Resurrection the Lord entrusted the Apostle
Peter to shepherd His spiritual flock. ... Christ addresses Himself
chiefly to Peter because, that Peter was first among the Apostles
and as such the representative of the Church; ... having turned in
this instance to Peter alone, as to the top Apostle, Christ by this
confirms the unity of the Church. "Simon of John" -- says the Lord
to Peter -- "lovest thou Me?" -- and the Apostle answered: "Yea,
Lord, Thou knowest that | love Thee"; and a second time it was
thus asked, and a second time he thus answered; being asked a
third time, seeing that as it were not believed, he was saddened.
But how is it possible for him not to believe That One, Who knew
his heart? And wherefore then Peter answered: "Lord, Thou
knowest all; Thou knowest that | love Thee." "And sayeth Jesus to
him" all three times "Feed My sheep” (Jn 20:15-17). Besides this,
the thrice appealing of the Saviour to Peter and the thrice
confession of Peter before the Lord had a particular beneficial
purpose for the Apostle. That one, to whom was given "the keys
of the kingdom" and the right "to bind and to loosen," himself
thrice bound himself by fear and cowardice (Mt 26:69-75), and the
Lord thrice loosens him by His appeal and in turn by his
confession of strong love.

It is remarkable that Christ, having said to Peter; "Feed My
sheep” -- did not say: "Feed thy sheep" -- but rather to feed, good
servant, the sheep of the Lord. "For was Christ divided, or is Paul
crucified according to you, or are ye baptized in the name of Peter
or of Paul?" (1 Cor 1:13). "Feed My sheep". Wherefore "wolfish
robbers, wolfish oppressors, deceitful teachers and mercenaries,
not being concerned about the flock" (Mt 7:15; Acts 20:29; 2Pet
2:1; Jn 10:12), having plundered a strange flock and making of
the spoils as though it be of their own particular gain, they think
that they feed their flock. Such are not good pastors, as pastors of
the Lord. "The good pastor lays down his life for the sheep” (Jn
10:11), entrusted to Him by the Prince of pastors Himself (1 Pet
5:4). And the Apostle Peter, true to his calling, gave his soul for
the very flock of Christ, having sealed his apostleship by a
martyr's death, now glorified throughout all the world.

And the Apostle Paul, being formerly Saul, was changed from
a robbing wolf into a meek lamb; formerly he was an enemy of the
Church, then is manifest as an Apostle; formerly he stalked it,
then preached it. Having received from the high-priests the
authority at large to throw all christians in chains for execution, he
was already on the way, "he breathed with rage and murder
against the disciples of the Lord" (Acts 9:1), he thirsted for blood,
but -- "the Living One in the Heavens mocked him" (Ps 2:4).
When he, "having persecuted and vexed" in such manner "the

Church of God" (1Cor 15:9; Acts 8:5), he came nigh to
Damascus, and the Lord from Heaven called to him: "Saul, Saul,
wherefore persecutest thou Me?" -- and | am here, and | am
there, | am everywhere: here is My head; there is My body. There
becomes nothing of a surprise in this; we ourselves -- are
members of the Body of Christ. "Saul, Saul, wherefore
persecutest thou Me; it is terrible to thee to kick against the goad"
(Acts 9:4-5). Saul, however, "trembling and frightened", cried out:
"Who art Thou, Lord?" "l am Jesus" -- answered the Lord to him --
"Whom thou persecutest”. And Saul suddenly undergoes a
change: "What wantest Thou me to do?" -- he cries out. And
suddenly for him there is the Voice: "Rise up and go to the city,
and it will be told thee, what thou ought to do" (Acts 9:6). Here the
Lord sends Ananias: "Rise up go upon the street" to a man, "by
the name of Saul," and baptize him, "for this one is a vessel
chosen by Me, to bear My Name before pagans and rulers and
the sons of Israel" (Acts 9:11, 15, 18). This vessel must needs be
filled with My Grace. "Ananias, however, answered: Lord, | have
heard from many about this man, how much evil he hath done to
Thy saints in Jerusalem: and to be here to have the authority from
the high-priests to seize all calling upon Thy Name" (Acts 9:13-
14). But the Lord urgently commands Ananias: "Search for and
fetch him, for this vessel is chosen by Me: for | shall tell him, how
much must needs be for him to suffer about My Name" (Acts 9:11,
15-16).

And actually the Lord did direct the Apostle Paul, what things
he had to suffer for His Name. He instructed him the deeds; He
did not stop at the chains, the fetters, the prisons and shipwrecks;
He Himself felt for him in his sufferings, He Himself guided him
towards this day. On a single day is done the memory of the
sufferings of both these Apostles, though they suffered on
separate days, but by the spirit and the closeness of their
suffering they constitute one. Peter went first, Paul followed soon
after him -- formerly called Saul, and then Paul, having
transformed in himself his pride into humility, as means also his
very name (Pavlos), meaning "small, little, less," demonstrates
this. What is the Apostle Paul after this? Ask him, and he himself
gives answer to this: "l am" -- says he -- "the least of the Apostles:
but more so than all | have labored, yet not |, but the grace of
God, which is with me" (1 Cor 15:9-10).

And so, brethren, celebrating now the memory of the holy
Apostles Peter and Paul, remembering their venerable sufferings,
we esteem their true faith and holy life, we esteem the innocence
of their sufferings and pure confession. Loving in them the
sublime quality and imitating them by great exploits, "in which to
be likened to them" (2 Thess 3: 5-9), and we shall attain to that
eternal bliss which is prepared for all the saints. The path of our
life before was more grievous, thornier, harder, but "how great the
cloud of witnesses enveloping us" (Heb 12:1), having passed by
along it, made now for us easier, and lighter, and more readily-
passable. First there passed along it "the Founder and Fulfiller of
faith" our Lord Jesus Christ Himself (Heb 12:2); His daring
Apostles followed after Him; then the martyrs, children, women,
virgins and a great multitude of witnesses. Who acted in them and
helped them on this path? -- He that said: "Without Me ye are able
to do nothing" (Jn 15:5). Amen.



