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Schedule for the Week of August 9 - 15, 2009

Sunday St. Panteleimon
Aug 9

Thursday  Vigil — Procession of the Cross
Aug 13 6:30 PM

Friday Procession of the Holy Cross
Aug 14 IIpoucxo:xxknenue Kpecra
9:00 AM — Divine Liturgy / JIutyprus

Beginning of Dormition Fast

Havyaao YVenenckapo Ilocta
Saturday  5:30 PM Vigil
Aug 15
Sunday Sts. Isaac, Dalmatus and Faustus

Aug 16 8:30 AM Confessions, Nocturns
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy / Jlutyprus

Monumea 06 ucyenenuu ceamvim 8pavam
Benuxomyuenuxy Ianmeneumony, myyenuxam Kocme u
Hamuany, Kupy u Hoanny, CesaugjennomyyeHuxy
Epmonaro, myuenuxam Juomudy, @omuio u Anuxume:

O Benmkre XpHUCTOBHI YTOJMHUIIBI M 9y A0TBOPIIHI
[Tantenenmone, Kocmo u Jlamuane, Kupe u Moanne,
Epmonae, JIluomune, ®otve 1 AHUKUATO! Y CbIIIATE
Hac, BaM MoJIAIuxcs (MMeHa). BwI BecTe HaIM CKOpOH
Y HEJYTH, CIBIIIATE BO3IBIXaHUS MHOXKECTBA K BaM
nputekaromux. Cero paau K BaM, IKO CKOPBIM
MIOMOILHUKAM U TEIJIbIM MOJIUTBEHHUKAM HaIlUM,
30BEM: HE OCTaBjsgiiTe Hac BamuM y bora
X0JIaTaliCTBOM. MBI IPUCHO 3a0JIyKIaeM OT ITyTH
CIIACEHUS], pYKOBOAUTE HAC, MUJIOCTUBBIC HACTABHUIIBIL.
MBI HEMOLTHBI €CMBI B BEPE, YTBEPAUTE HAC,
MIPaBOBEPUS YUUTEIH.

M1 3en10 y603u COTBOPUXOMCS TOOPHIX e,
oborarute Hac, 6arocepausi COKpOBHUIIA. MBI IPUCHO
HaBETYEMBbI €CMBI OT Bpar BUAUMBIX ¥ HEBUIUMBIX U
037100J11eMH, TIOMO3HUTE HaM, O€3MIOMOLITHBIX
3acTynHulbl. ['HEB npaBenHbIi, IBUKUMBIN Ha HBI 32
0e33aKOHU Hallla, OTBPATHTE OT HAC BAIIMM
xogaraiictBoM y npectona Cyaun bora, Emy»xe Bbl
MPEJICTONTE Ha HeOeCH, CBITHIE MPaBEIHHUIIBL.
VYeasmuTe, MOJIUM Bac, BEULIMA XPUCTOBBI YTOJHULIBL,
BaC C BEpOIO MPU3IBAIOIINA, M HCIIPOCUTE MOJIUTBAMHU

BammMu y Otma HeGecHaro BceM HaM IIPOIIEHUE
IPEXOB HAIlIUX U OT Oen u3baBieHUeE.

Bb1 60 HOMOUTHHUIIBL, 32CTYTHULBI K MOJTUTBEHHHLIBL,
U 0 Bac ciaBy Bo3cbuiaeM Otiy u ChiHBI M CBATOMY
JlyXy, HbIHE U IIPUCHO U BO BEKU BEKOB. AMUHb.

* % %

A Sincere Thank Yow!

To everyone who assisted and celebrated St. Seraphim’s
day with us on Saturday, Auqust 1

To the Sisterhood, the Singers who made the service so
festive; to those who did their beautiful work in the
decoration of the festal Icon for us, to Fr. Andrew and
Fr. Christopher who joined us in our celebration, and
especially to all of you who attended the services and
supported our festal celebration this year, and for the
delicious impromptu brunch prepared after the
services.

It was a truly festive and joyous time!

Fr. John
X % %

Dates to Remember:

Venenckuit IoeT 14 — 27 Qug
Iepruiit Grac / Procession of the Gross

14 Aug
Ipeospaxkenne / Transfiguration

19 Aug.
Yenenne / Doemition

28 Aug
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Excerpts From a Sermon on Reading Spiritual Works
by Archbishop Platon of Kostroma

The reading of holy writings of profit to the soul is one
of the main means of succeeding in the spiritual life.
Following the Apostle, the Holy Fathers also command
us to read continually the holy writings, since this is an
important means to spiritual perfection. Such reading is
absolutely necessary, especially in the present age, when
worldly education and worldly habits threaten to stifle a
taste for everything spiritual, and false teachings and
ideas are spreading rapidly.

God speaks with us when we read the Holy Scripture,
for what does it contain, if not the Word of God itself?
In it is His truth, His teaching, His commandments. But
do we listen when He speaks, or as we read? Regardless
of when these words were written, one and the same
God speaks to us. "If we read the Sacred Scriptures with
faith," says St. Basil the Great, "we will feel that we see
and hear Christ Himself. What is it we need, an actual
voice or the One Who speaks to us through the
Scriptures? It is all the same. In Sacred Scripture, God
speaks with us just as truly as when we speak with Him
through prayer." For this reason, prayer and the reading
of sacred books must be our continuous occupation. Pray
or read continually if you want to be with God at all
times.

The saints talk with us when we read their writings.
Through their writings, they guide us and speak to us
and we, so to speak, resurrect through them after their
death in order to talk with them. Thus, we have no
reason to envy the contemporaries of Chrysostom, Basil
the Great, Gregory the Theologian, Athanasius the
Great, Ambrose and others. From the holy ranks of the
Fathers we may choose with whom it is best for us to
converse. There is no better, more joyous, and more
beneficial way to spend the time we have than in reading
the writings of the Holy Fathers.

... “When I read holy books,” says St. Gregory the
Theologian about the books of St. Basil the Great, “then
the spirit and body are illumined and I become the
temple of God and the harp of the Holy Spirit, played by
divine powers through them I am corrected and through
them I receive a kind of divine change and I am made
into a different person.” The great Hierarch Gregory says
this about reading holy writings out of his own
experience. They completely transfigure a person,
making him into a saint and deifying him.

...what delight, joy, and comfort there is to be gained
through the reading of works which profit the soul.
There is nothing more pleasant than this occupation. The
Psalmist says, "How sweet to my tongue are Thy words,
0 Lord" (Ps. 118:103), "sweeter than honey and the
honeycomb" (Ps. 108). This food pleases every palate.

This is the true manna, the heavenly food, the angelic
bread which was prepared by Heaven without labor on
our part, and which has in it every sort of sweetness and
every sort of fragrance, satisfying every man's needs.
What can be more pleasant than this? If you do not know
this from your own experience, then believe the
experience of the countless saints who found in the
reading of the word of God all their joy and the greatest
of comfort. For how many times and how powerfully it
comforted the holy Maccabees amidst their great
sorrows. Was it not in the reading of holy books that
they found their joy? The holy Apostle Paul advises the
Romans to seek comfort in the Sacred Scriptures (Rom.
15:4). With what did St. Paul comfort himself in prison?
He asks his beloved disciple Timothy to send the books
he left behind, in order to use them during his
confinement in prison (2 Tim. 4).

Do we, with the saints, find our joy in the reading of
soul-saving books? Alas! We find our comfort, our
glory, and food in vain things. We read books which
only feed curiosity and which are often very harmful.
The day seems too short for acquiring knowledge and
we spend whole nights in reading books, while nothing
can distract us. What can be said of those who spend day
and night in the reading of harmful, tempting books
which smother faith and which arouse and feed the
passions? Leave them quickly, my brother," says one
great ascetic, 'so that you do not surround your own
heart with the diabolic fire, so that in place of grain these
tares may not be sown in your field and in place of life
you receive death, and... (why do I waste words?) that in
place of Christ you accept into yourself the devil. Do not
be tardy in this, but save yourself as did Lot from
Sodom" (St. Barsanuphius, p. 607).

So let our eyes be enlightened by the light of the word of
God, for Sacred Scripture enlightens more brightly than
the sun those who read with love and who keep the
commandments of God.

Do not be lazy, O Christians! Read spiritual works so
that your soul may not die starved of hearing the word of
God with which God threatens us through the prophets.
Remember that the noble Queen Candace, while sitting
in a chariot on the road, read the Sacred Scriptures and
for this was vouchsafed to be called to the Kingdom of
Jesus Christ. Let us continually read Sacred Scripture,
the writings of the Holy Fathers of the Church, and other
soul-profiting works. But when we approach the reading
of these books, we must first pray with all our heart to
the Lord God that He might open the eyes of our heart
and that we not only understand what is written, but do
it. For he who reads and does not do what is written
despises the Divine Scriptures. (From Orthodox Life,
Vol. 34, No. 3 (May-June, 1984)



