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Schedule for the Week of September 6 - 12, 2009

Sunday Hierom. Eutychius
Sep 6 9:00 AM Service

Friday Beheading of St. John the Baptist
Sep 11 9:00 AM Service

Saturday  5:30 PM Vigil
Sep 12

Sunday Hierom. Cyprian of Carthage
Sep 13 8:30 AM Confessions, Nocturns
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy / Jlutyprus

IIpuTya 0 3JIBIX BHUHOTPAAAPAX
(Oecena na M. 21,33-42)

CeropHsniHee €BaHTEIIBCKOE YTEHUE TOBOPUT HaM,
4yTO co31ai ['ocrnoap uenbiii MUp — IPEKPACHBIN,
JTUBHBIN, orpaaui ero Coei kpenocTthio 1 CBOUM
MPOBUJICHUEM, BCE IPUTOTOBUI B HEM, YTOOBI OH
ow11 MmectoMm [lapctBa boxwus, To ects [{apcTBa
B3auMHOM m00BH, [{apcTBa pagoctu. U Mbl 3HaeM,
YTO MBI, JIFOAH, CIICTAIHA U3 3TOT0 MUPA MECTO, T
CTpAILIHO XUTb, TJIE JIbETCSI KPOBb, T
COBEPIIAIOTCS OECUETIOBEYHBIC, KECTOKHE
MOCTYNKU. W HE TOIBKO B HIMPOKOM, MUPOBOM
MaciTade, Ho B MacITade ceMbH, B MaciiTade
MpHUxo0/a, B Maciutade kpyra Onu3kux apyseid. 1
[N'ocnoak u3 MOKOJICHHUS B IIOKOJICHUE TTOCHLTAI
CBoUX BECTHHUKOB: MaTPUAPXOB, IPOPOKOB,
AHTEJIOB, TTOCHLJIAN allOCTOJIOB U MTPOTIOBEIHUKOB,
[Ipenreuy, Cam mpuiiien HAMOMHUTH HaM, YTO MHP
co3maH i Tro0BU. U Tak ke, Kak B PUTYE,
BUHOTPAIapH B3SJIU, BHIBETU U3 BUHOTPAIHUKA U
yOIIMII ChIHA, TaK U YE€JIOBEUECTBO OTHECIIOCH K
BorutomenHomy Coiny boxkuto. U korga s roBopro
«4YEJI0OBEYECTBOY, 51 TOBOPIO HE O IPYTHX, a O HAC
camMuXx, TOTOMY YTO HaM >KU3Hb Bpy4eHa, 4TOObI U3
Hee CJIeaTh TOP>KECTBO JIIOOBH, OpaTcTBa,
TrapMOHHH, BEPHI, PAOCTH, U MBI 3TOTO HE JIeacM,
MIOTOMY YTO [yMaeM TOJIbKO O ce0e caMuX... (Mum.
Anmonuii Cypooic3xuti)

YcexknoBenue riaasbl CB. Moanna Ilpeareun

OO0 »TOM COOBITHH TIOBECTBYET €BAHTEIIUCT
Martdei.

Haps Upon Autumna 3akmouni cesitoro Moanna
[Ipenreuy B TEMHHUILY 3a TO, UTO OH OOJIHMYAJ €T0 B
MIPECTYIUIEHUHU, CTPOTO OCYKJABIIEMCSI 3aKOHOM.
[Maps coxurenscTBoBas ¢ Mpoauanon, koropas
ObLTa CynpyToi ero poxHoro Opara Ounwmma u
naxke umena ot Hero foub Conomuto. Mpony
Ka3aJI0Ch YTO NMPOPOK CBOUMHU OOJIUUEHUSIMHU
MOJPHIBAET €r0 ABTOPUTET B HAPOJIE, U UTOOBI
Ipeceub 3TO, MpuKas3ai 3atounts [Ipenreuy, He
pILIasich, BIpo4YeM, YOUTh ero, Tak Kak 6osics
HapoJa, nounrtasiiero Moanna Kpecturens kak
popoka. B neHs cBoero poxaeHus Lapb yCTpOUII
nup. [Inemsaununa Mpona, 104 €ro He3aKOHHOU
xensl [Ipoauanel, miuscana nepex NpUIalEHHbIMA
U TaK yroauia UM u camomy HMpoay, uto oH B
MOPBIBE TILECIABHON MIEAPOCTH O00OEIIAT, YTO
OTJACT TaHLOBIIHNIIE Aa)Ke MOJILAPCTBA, ECJIM OHA
TOJBKO noesaer. HaydenHas cBoeil maTepslo,
JIeBHI1Ia BMECTO OOraTCTB M 30J10Ta MOTpeboBaia
MIPUHECTH €i Ha OJI10/1e TOJIOBY TOT0, KOTO HE ObLT
JOCTOMH Becb Mup. Mpon, paau KIATBbI, XOTb U
HENPABEIHOM, HE 3aX0TeJ OTKA3aTh B HE3AKOHHOM
TpeOOBAHUU U MTOCTIANl B TEMHUILY CTpaXka, 4TOOBI
TOT UCIIOJIHNI NoXkenanue CoIOMUM U €€ MaTepH.

C npesHelimux BpemeH LlepkoBb coBepiana B
3TOT JIeHb CTpOTuii ocT. B HapogHOM (osbkiope
OTpa3HIIOCh ITy0OKOE MepeKUBaHUE XPUCTHAHAMHU
3TOr0 COOBITHSI, KOTOPbIE U3 OKOJIECHUS B
IIOKOJICHUE MepeaaBalIy 3alpeT METh B ACHb
VYcexkHoBeHus riaBbl cBsiToro Moanna Kpecrturens
T00bIe MECHH U TUISACATh.

The Beheading of the Prophet, ForeRunner
of the Lord, John the Baptist:
(From the synaxarion)

The Evangelists Matthew (Mt 14:1-12) and Mark
(Mk 6:14-29) provide accounts about the Martyr's
end of John the Baptist in the year 32 after the Birth
of Christ.
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Following the Baptism of the Lord, Saint John
the Baptist was locked up in prison by Herod
Antipas, holding one-fourth the rule of the Holy
Land as governor of Galilee. (After the death of
king Herod the Great, the Romans divided the
territory of Palestine into four parts, and into each
part put a governor. Herod Antipas received from
the emperor Augustus the rule of Galilee). The
prophet of God John openly denounced Herod for
having left his lawful wife -- the daughter of the
Arabian king Aretas -- and then instead co-habiting
with Herodias -- the wife of his brother Philip (Lk
3:19-20). On his birthday, Herod made a feast for
dignitaries, the elders and a thousand chief citizens.
The daughter of Herod, Salome, danced before the
guests and charmed Herod. In gratitude to the girl
he swore to give her anything, whatsoever she
would ask, anything up to half his kingdom. The
vile girl on the advice of her wicked mother
Herodias asked, that she be given at once the head
of John the Baptist on a plate. Herod became
apprehensive, for he feared the wrath of God for the
murder of a prophet, whom earlier he had heeded.
He feared also the people, who loved the holy
ForeRunner. But because of the guests and his
careless oath, he gave orders to cut off the head of
Saint John and to give it to Salome. By tradition, the
mouth of the dead head of the preacher of
repentance once more opened and proclaimed:
"Herod, thou ought not to have the wife of Philip
thy brother." Salome took the plate with the head of
Saint John and gave it to her mother. The frenzied
Herodias repeatedly stabbed the tongue of the
prophet with a needle and buried his holy head in a
unclean place. But the pious Joanna, wife of
Herod's steward Chuza, buried the head of John the
Baptist in an earthen vessel on the Mount of Olives,
where Herod was possessor of a parcel of land. (The
Uncovering of the Venerable Head is celebrated 24
February). The holy body of John the Baptist was
taken that night by his disciples and buried at
Sebasteia, there where the wicked deed had been
done. After the murder of Saint John the Baptist,
Herod continued to govern for a certain while.
Pontius Pilate, governor of Judea, later sent to him
the bound Jesus Christ, over Whom he made
mockery (Lk 23:7-12).

The judgement of God came upon Herod,
Herodias and Salome, even during their earthly life.
Salome, crossing the River Sikoris in winter, fell

through the ice. The ice gave way for her such that
her body was in the water, but her head trapped
beneath the ice. It was similar to how she once had
danced with her feet upon the ground, but now
flailing helplessly in the icy water. Thus she was
trapped until that time when the sharp ice cut
through her neck. The corpse was not found, but
they brought the head to Herod and Herodias, as
once they had brought them the head of Saint John
the Baptist. The Arab king Aretas in revenge for the
disrespect shown his daughter made war against
Herod. Having suffered defeat, Herod suffered the
wrath of the Roman emperor Caius Caligua (37-41)
and was exiled with Herodias first to Gaul, and then
to Spain. And there they were from view.

In memory of the Beheading of Saint John the
Baptist, the feastday established by the Church is
also a strict day of fast -- as an expression of the
grief of Christians at the violent death of the saint.
On this day the Church makes remembrance of
soldiers, killed on the field of battle, as established
in 1769 at the time of a war of Russia with the
Turks and the Poles.

* * * *

St. John the Baptist had been martyred by King
Herod. John was Jesus’ cousin and friend, and his
death must have touched Jesus deeply. He sought refuge
from the crowds as we read in St. Matthew 14:13:

“When Jesus heard of it, he departed thence by ship into
a desert place apart.”

Jesus wanted to be alone to grieve, but the crowd
pressed Him with their needs and wouldn’t let Him get
away (v.14). Seeing the multitudes and their pain Jesus
was moved with compassion for them. Despite His own
heartache, he began to heal their sick. He didn’t let His
own grief keep Him from ministering to them.

Perhaps you're a caregiver — pastor, teacher, nurse,
counselor, spouse or family member. You have
struggles, disappointments, heartaches and
discouragements — and it seems at time that no one cares
about you.

But God knows your sorrow as no one else does, and
He understands the depths of your misery. You can give
your cares to Him and find in His presence His love,
consolation, and the strength you need to move from
your own grief to the grief of others. “Cast all your
cares upon Him, for He cares for you.” (I Peter 5:7).
This will help make it possible for you to continue to
care for others.



