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Schedule for the Week of September 20 - 26, 2009

Sunday Forefeast of the Nativity
Sep 20 of the Theotokos
5:00 PM Vigil for Nativity of Theotokos

Monday Nativity of the Theotokos
Sep 21 Poxa. [p. bust
9:00 AM Service

Saturday  Vigil
Sep 26 5:30 PM

Sunday Elevation of the Cross

Sep 27 Boznsmxenue Kpecra
8:30 AM Confessions, Nocturns
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy / Jlutyprus

PoxnectBo IlpecBsiThia boropoanumni

B aToT niens IlepkoBbio BeciomuHaeTcsa Poxxenue
IIpecsaroit lessl Mapuu — Toii, KoTopast nmociryxut
JleTy CIIaceHUs 4elIOBEYeCTBa, CTaB Marteprio
Cmacurens. IlpecBsras /leBa pomunach B
0J1aro4ecTUBOM Ny AeHCKOM ceMbe npaBeaHbIXx Moakuma
1 Aunpl. Cymnpyru AOATroe Bpemsi He UMeINU JeTei, 4To
SIBIISITIOCH JIJISL HUX OOJIBIITUM TOopeM, T.K. 0€3/1eTHOCTh
cuutangack B M3panne HekazaHueMm boxxunM, nociaHHbIM
3a Kakue-To Oombinue rpexu. Moakum u AHHA
MTOCTOSTHHO MOJIMITUCH O TOM, 4T00BI ['ocriois mapoBan
uM autsa. Hakoner, nx MonuTBa ObUTa yCIBIIIaHA.
[pouzomuno uymo: OecruionHas AHHa poamia J{ods.
JeBouka nomyuuia ums « Mapus», 9To 03Ha4aeT
«T"ocnioxkay. Mmenno Eii 6bu10 cyxaeHo crath Toit
6oxxectBeHHol JlectHuteit, mo Kotopoii B Mup
cryctuics Xpucroc-bor. B yecTs 3T0r0 4y 1ecHOro
Poxnenust 1 yCTaHOBIJIEH HACTOSIIIMNA JBYHAACCITHIN
Mpa3JHUK.

B3biBanue k IlpecBsaroit boropoanue

Panyiics, boroponune leBo. Panyiics, bnarociosennas
Mapue, ['octions ¢ To6oro. Pamyiics, mpusercTBre
AHTENIbCKOE MPUHSBIIAS, PATYJICS yAOCTOUBIIAICS CTATh
Marepsio boxueit.

Te1, boropoaiasi, - ciaceHus: Hallero Hayvallo.

To1, boromareps, - NUTATEIBHUIA XKU3HU HAIIEH.

Te1, [IpucHoneBcTBeHHas Jmeps, - pagoBaHUe BCEX
pOIoB.

Te1, JeBcTBeHHas MatH, - KaMEHb, HAIIOSFOLITHI
KAKTYIIUX KUZHU.

Tw®I 1eBCTBECHHBIX BEIHYaHUC.

TrI MaTepell ykpaleHue.

ThI UMCTOTHI OOOTAII[EHHUE.

ThI eBCTBa XpaHUTEIIBHUIIA.

TbI BeHel BO3Jep KaHus.

ThI HA4aTBHHUIIA YMCTBEHHOTO OOHOBJICHUSI.
TolI mogarenpHUIA 00KECTBEHHOM OJIarOCTH.

Ts1, Boronesectnas Jluiepnb, - HEHEBECTHAsI HEBECTA,
ynoctouBiiasics crath Matepsto Xpucrta bora.
(Ces. Hexmapuii Eeunckuii (XX gex))

PoxpgectBo boxnen Matepn os3HameHoBaro
HacTynneHne BpeMeHu, korga Havanm
NCMNONMHATLCA BENUKNE U yTELUUTENbHbIE
obeToBaHusa boxumm 0 cnaceHun poga
yernoBe4eckoro ot pabctea Agnasona. JT1o cobbiTne
npunbnmanno Ha 3emne 6narogatHoe LlapcTtBo
Boxue, uapcTBO UCTUHBI, bnarovecTus,
nobpopetenu n 6eccmepTHON xun3HK. MaTepb
lMepBOpOXAEHHOIO BCESl TBApU SABNSIETCA U BCEM
Ham no 6narogatn MaTtepbto 1 MUNoOcepaHOWN
3acTtynHuuen, k KoTopor Mbl MOCTOAHHO
npuberaem ¢ CbIHOBHMM OEP3HOBEHNEM.
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From a Discourse on the Nativity of the Most
Holy Mother of God
of Sainted Andrew, Archbishop of Crete

The Redeemer of the human race ... willed to arrange a
new birth and re-creation of mankind: like as under the first
creation, taking dust from the virginal and pure earth,
wherein He formed the first Adam, so also now, having
arranged His Incarnation upon the earth, -- and so to speak,
in place of dust -- He chooses from out of all the creation
this Pure and Immaculate Virgin and, having re-created
mankind within His Chosen-One from amidst mankind, the
Creator of Adam is made the New Adam, in order to save
the old.

Who indeed was This Virgin and from what sort of
parents did She come? Mary, the glory of all, was born of
the tribe of David, and from the seed of Joachim. She was
descended from Eve, and was the child of Anna. Joachim
was a gentle man, pious, raised in God's law. Living
prudently and walking before God he grew old without
child: the years of his prime provided no continuation of his
lineage. Anna was likewise God-loving, prudent, but
barren; she lived in harmony with her husband, but was
childless. As much concerned about this, as about the
observance of the law of the Lord, she indeed was daily
stung by the grief of childlessness and suffered that which
is the usual lot of the childless -- she grieved, she sorrowed,
she was distressed, and impatient at being childless.

Thus, Joachim and his spouse lamented that they had no
successor to continue their line; yet the spark of hope was
not extinguished in them completely: both intensified their
prayer about the granting to them of a child to continue
their line. In imitation of the prayer heard of Hannah (1
Kings 1: 10), both without leaving the temple fervently
beseeched God that He would undo her sterility and make
fruitful her childlessness. And they did not give up on their
efforts, until their wish be fulfilled. The Bestower of gifts
did not condemn the gift of their hope. The unceasing
power came quickly in help to those praying and
beseeching God, and it made capable both the one and the
other to produce and bear a child. In such manner, from
sterile and barren parents, as it were from irrigated trees,
was borne for us a most glorious fruition -- the Immaculate
Virgin. The constraints of infertility were destroyed --
prayer, upright manner of life, these rendered them fruitful;
the childless begat a Child, and the childless woman was
made a happy mother. Thus the immaculate Fruition
issuing forth from the womb; ... and then the parents, in the
first blossoming of Her growth brought Her to the temple
and dedicated Her to God. The priest, then making the
order of services, beheld the face of the girl and of those in
front of and behind, and he became gladdened and joyful,
seeing as it were the actual fulfillment of the Divine
promise. He consecrated Her to God, as a reverential gift
and propitious sacrifice -- and, as a great treasury unto
salvation, he led Her within the very innermost parts of the
temple. Here the Maiden walked in the upright ways of the
Lord, as in bridal chambers, partaking of heavenly food
until the time of betrothal, which was preordained before

all the ages by Him Who, by His inscrutable mercy, was
born from Her, and by Him Who before all creation and
time and expanse Divinely begat Him, and together with
His consubstantial and co-reigning and co-worshipped
Spirit -- this being One Godhead, having One Essence and
Kingdom, inseparable and immutable and in which is
nothing diverse, except the personal qualities. Wherefore,
in solemnity and in song I do offer the Mother of the Word
the festal gift; since that He born of Her hath taught me to
believe in the Trinity: the Son and Word Without-
Beginning hath made in Her His Incarnation; the Father
begetting Him hath blessed this; the Holy Spirit hath signed
and sanctified the womb which incomprehensibly hath
conceived.

Now is the time to question David: in what did the God
of all forswear him? Speak, O Psalmist and Prophet! He
hath sworn from the fruit of my loin to sit upon my throne
(Ps 131[132]:11). Here in this He is foresworn and wilt not
break His oath, He hath foresworn and His Word is sealed
with a deed! "Once -- said he -- I foreswear by My
Holiness, that I lie not to David; his seed wilt prevail
forever, and his throne, like the sun before Me and like the
moon coursing the ages: a faithful witness also in heaven"
(Ps 88[89]:35-38). God hath fulfilled this oath, since it is
not possible for God to lie (Heb 6:18). Consider this: Christ
in the flesh is named my Son (Mt. 22: 42), and all nations
will worship my Lord and Son (Ps 71[72]:11), seeing him
sit upon a virginal throne! Here also is the Virgin, from
Whose womb the Preeternal One issued forth, incarnated at
the end of the ages and renewing the ages, likewise sprung
forth from my loins! All this is so!

People of God, holy nation, sacred gathering! Let us
revere our paternal memory; let us extol the power of the
mystery! Each of us, in the measure given by grace, let us
offer a worthy gift for the present feast. Fathers -- a
prosperous lineage; mothers -- fine children; the unbearing
-- the not-bearing of sin; virgins -- a twofold prudence, of
soul and of body; betrothed -- praiseworthy abstinence. If
anyone of you be a father, let him imitate the father of the
Virgin; and if anyone be without child -- let them make
harvest of fruitful prayer, cultivating a life pleasing to God.
The mother, feeding her children, let her rejoice together
with Anna, raising her Child, given to her in infertility
through prayer. She that is barren, not having given birth,
lacking the blessing of a child, let her come with faith to
the God-given Offshoot of Anna and offer there her
barrenness. The virgin, living blamelessly, let her be a
mother by discourse, adorning by word the elegance of
soul. For a betrothed -- let her offer mental sacrifice from
the fruits of prayer. All together rich and poor, lads and
maidens, old and young (Ps 48:2, 148:12), priests and
levites -- let all together keep the feast in honor of the
Maiden, the Mother of God and the Prophetess: from Her
hath issued forth the Prophet, foretold of by Moses, Christ
God and Truth (Dt 18:15). Amen.



