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Schedule for the Week of October 25 - 31, 2009

Sunday Fathers of 7" Ecumenical Council
Oct 25 Cgg. JItues 7-ro Beenen. Cobopa
Saturday  5:30 PM Vigil

Oct 31

Sunday St. John of Kronstadt
Nov 1 Cs. Hoanna Kponmraarckaro
8:30 AM Confessions, Nocturns
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy / JIutyprus

Bockpemenune Coina Haunckoit B1osbl
(6eceda na Jik. 7:11-16)

briBaeT, 4TO 4EIOBEK B TEUCHUE LETOMN KU3HU
HOCHJI B CBOEM CepJILIE, KaK MaTh O] CEPALIEM,
MeUTYy, JIF000BB, HAZIEHKTY, U IPUXOIUT BpEeMs,
KOTI'/la BAPYT KaKUM-TO HEMOHATHBIM 00pa3oM Bce
COKpYILIAETCs, BCE YMUPAET, U YEJIOBEK OCTAETCH,
KakK 3Ta BJOBAa HAMHCKasA, KaK 3Ta MaTh, XOPOHSAILAs
CBOErO ChIHA: BCE MPOILLIO, BCE YMEPJIO, HUUETO HE
OCTanoCh... M1 roBoput u Ham Toraa XpHucToc B
CBoewm BennkoM coctpananuu: «He mmaus,
OCTaHOBHUCH, 51 TYT!» U nepxaBHBIM CIOBOM MOXKET
OH BOCCTaHOBUTH B HAaIlIUX CEP/IAX, B HAIIUX
Iylax v )KU3HHU BCE, YTO MPOMaio Kak Oyaro
6eccnenno... [loaTromy HayduMcs U MBI OT XPHCTA,
C KaKUM COCTPaJaHUEM OTHOCHUTBHCS K TOPIO
4eII0BEYECKOMY, ¢ KaKkoii 1r000BbI0 OH cKa3as 3TH
cioBa: «He mtaub!» -- 4TOOBI 3Ta JKEHIIIHA HE
Obu1a OCKOpOJIeHa, YHIKEHA, BO3MYIIICHA TAKUMHU
cinoBamu. Ham Hajo HaydHuThCS Tak TOBOPUTS,
9TOOBI CIIOBA HAIIIM O HAJIEXK]IE, O BEpe, O KU3HHU, O
Bore Ob1111 HE OCKOpOICHNEM, HE YHH)KEHHUEM, HE
MPUYMHON THEBA, a YTEIIEHUEM U pafocTbio. M
yepe3 Hac JOJHKHO YacTO MPUXOJINUTH YEIOBEKY U
yTEIICHUE B TOPE 3€MHOM, U BO3POKIEHHUE BEUHOM
HAOEXKEBI, U CUIIBI XKUTh. (mum. Aumonuu Cypooicckuii)

PasmbinieHust o0 6eccMepTHO# ayine

Haznauenue nymu — cooOmuTh (Tpenoaath)
YEJI0BEKY CBATOCTh. [IoMOYb €My Ipu CONEUCTBUN
6narogatu Cssitoro /lyxa mpuobpectu 3Ty
CBSITOCTb.

O6pa3 boxwuil yenoBek Moxy4us Ipyu TBOPEHUH,
a mproOpecTH Mo j001e MbI JOJIKHBI CBOCH BOJIEH,
Y 3TO JIETIO HalIeH TyIu.

Casiturens MoanH 31aTOyCT TOBOPUT: Mbl
MOTy4UIH 0€CCMEPTHYIO AYUIY JUIS TOTO, YTOOBI
BIIOJIHE MTOATOTOBUTHCS K Oyy1el )KU3HU U YTOObI
U TeIo MOIy4riio OeccMepTue.

Ho Tonpko oxyxoBineHHas ayma,
MOIYMHUBIIASICS BO3IEHCTBUIO Ha Hee [lyxa
Casitaro, cnocoOHa Te10, B KOTOPOM OHa OOUTAET,
caenath 0ecCMEpTHBIM, MOATOTOBUTH K BEUHOM
AKHU3HH.

JlylieBHOCTD U TE€JIECHOCTDh YEJIOBEKA —
€CTECTBEHHBI YEJI0BEUECKOM NMpUpPOE (TaK KaK U
TeJo, U IyIlia COTBOpEeHBI borom), n camu 1o cebe
OHU Oe3rpeIHsbl.

Ho ecnu B uenoBeke pa3BUTHI TOJIBKO TyIIEBHBIE
KayecTBa, 0€3 NOJUUHEHHS TYLIH JyXY, YEIOBEK
JIETKO MOKET MOTYMHUTHCS TPEXOBHBIM
OOy KACHUSM.

Jlyia HenmpeMeHHO JOKHA MTOAYUHUTHCS Ty XY .

Casroit Hukoaum Cssitoropen; roBoput: «/lyma,
KaK OJIHA U3 TPEX COCTABHBIX YACTEH UETOBEYECKOMN
IIPUPOJBI (IyXa, IyIIH U TeNa), UMEET CBOUM
Ha3HAYCHUEM YCTPOSTh BPEMEHHYIO )KU3Hb
YeI0BeKa, U, MOKOPSSICh OOTOOTKPOBEHHOI UCTHHE,
€10 OCBSIIIIAaeT BCIO 00JaCTh CBOErO BEJCHUS,
(Cmapey Hoann Kpecmsankun)
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The concern of the Church
for the purity of Christian teaching

Protopresbyter Michael Pomazansky

FROM THE FIRST DAYS of her existence, the Holy
Church of Christ has ceaselessly been concerned that
her children, her members, should stand firm in the
pure truth.

"I have no greater joy than to hear that my children
walk in truth," writes the holy Apostle, John the
Theologian (3 John 4). "I have written briefly,
exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of
God wherein ye stand," says the holy Apostle Peter in
concluding his catholic epistle (1 Peter 5:12).

The holy Apostle Paul relates concerning himself
that, having preached for fourteen years, he went to
Jerusalem by revelation with Barnabas and Titus, and
there he offered - especially to the most renowned
citizens - the gospel which he preached, "lest by any
means I should run, or had run, in vain" (Gal. 2:2).
"Instruct us in Thy path, that we may walk in Thy
Truth" is the first petition in the priestly prayers (the
Prayers at Lamplighting) in the first Divine Service of
the daily cycle, Vespers.

The true path of faith which has always been
carefully preserved in the history of the Church, from
of old was called straight, right, in Greek, orthos - that
is, "orthodoxy." In the Psalter-from which, as we
know from the history of the Christian Divine
services, the Church has been inseparable from the
first moment of her existence - we find such phrases
as the following : "my foot hath stood in uprightness"
(Ps. 26:12 [LXX-25:10]); "from before Thy face let
my judgment come forth" (Ps. 17:2 [LXX-16:2]);
"praise is meet for the upright" (Ps. 33:1 [LXX-32:1]);
and there are others. The Apostle Paul instructs
Timothy to present himself before God "a workman
that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing (that
is, rightly cutting with a chisel, from the Greek
orthotomounta) the word of truth" (2 Tim. 2:15). In
early Christian literature there is constant mention of
the keeping of "the rule of faith," the "rule of truth"
The very term "orthodoxy" was widely used even in
the epoch before the Ecumenical Councils, then in the
terminology of the Ecumenical Councils themselves,
and in the Fathers of the Church both of the East and
of the West.

Side by side with the straight, or right, path of faith
there have always been those who thought differently
(heterodoxountes, or "heterodox," in the expression of

St. Ignatius the God-bearer), a world of greater or
lesser errors among Christians, and sometimes even
whole incorrect systems which attempted to burst into
the midst of Orthodox Christians. As a result of the
quest for truth there occurred divisions among
Christians.

Becoming acquainted with the history of the Church,
and likewise observing the contemporary world, we
see that the errors which war against Orthodox Truth
have appeared and do appear a) under the influence of
other religions, b) under the influence of philosophy,
and c) through the weakness and inclinations of fallen
human nature, which seeks the rights and
justifications of these weaknesses and inclinations.

Errors take root and become obstinate most
frequently because of the pride of those who defend
them, because of intellectual pride.

So as to guard the right path of faith, the Church
has had to forge strict forms for the expression of the
truths of faith: it has had to build up the fortresses of
truth for the repulsion of influences foreign to the
Church. The definitions of truth declared by the
Church have been called, since the days of the
Apostles, dogmas. In the Acts of the Apostles we read
of the Apostles Paul and Timothy that "as they went
through the cities, they delivered them the decrees
(dogmata) for to keep, that were ordained of the
apostles and elders which were at Jerusalem" (Acts
16:4; here the reference is to the decrees of the
Apostolic Council which is described in the fifteenth
chapter of the Book of Acts). Among the ancient
Greeks and Romans the Greek word dogmat was used
to refer a) to philosophical conceptions, and b) to
directives which were to be precisely fulfilled. In the
Christian understanding, "dogmas" are the opposite
of" opinions," that is, inconstant personal conceptions.

On what are dogmas founded? It is clear that dogmas
are not founded on the rational conceptions of
separate individuals, even though these might be
Fathers and Teachers of the Church, but, rather, on the
teaching of Sacred Scripture and on the Apostolic
Sacred Tradition. The truths of faith which are
contained in the Sacred Scripture and the Apostolic
Sacred Tradition give the fullness of the teaching of
faith which was called by the ancient Fathers of the
Church the "catholic faith," the "catholic teaching" of
the Church. The truths of Scripture and Tradition,
harmoniously fused together into a single whole,
define the "catholic consciousness" of the Church, a
consciousness that is guided by the Holy Spirit.
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