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Schedule for the Week of November 8 - 14, 2009

Sunday St. Demetrius of Thessalonica
Nov 8
Saturday  5:30 PM Vigil

Nov 14

Sunday Martyr Acindynus of Persia
Nov. 15 8:30 AM Confessions, Nocturns
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy / Jlutyprus

IIputua o Goraye u Jlazape

OCHOBHasl MBICJTb 3TOM MPUTYH Ta, YTO
HENpaBUIbHOE YIOTpeOieHue OoraTCTBa JUIIAST
genoBeka [lapctBrna HeGecHOTro M HU3BOAWT €T0 B aJl Ha
BeuHble Myku. OJMH OOTaThIi YEIOBEK OJICBAJICS B
nophupy ¥ BUCCOH. DTOT Oorad, )KUBS POCKOIITHO,
KaKIBIN I€Hb TMPUIIECTBOBAI, )KUBS B CBOE
YIOBOJIbCTBHE. Y BOPOT €T0 JIoMa Jieskal HUIIHM,
nMeHeM Jlazapb, BCeMH OCTaBIICHHBINA, KOMY MOYXHO
HaJlesIThCs TOJIbKO Ha bora. TIcel npuuuHsM emy eiiie
Ooutbllle CTpalaHui, MPUXOJS U OOJIU3bIBAsI CTPYIIBS €T0,
a OH, BUJIMMO, HE MMEJI CUJIBI OTOTHATh UX. B 3ToM
MMEHHO HUIIeM 00Trad MOT ce0e CHUCKATh JIpyra,
KOTOPBIH OBl ¥ IPUHSII €T0 B BEUHBIC OOUTENN, HO Oorad
OBLT YEIIOBEKOM OeccepAeUHbIM, 0€3:KATOCTHBIM K
HutieMy. OH He XaJlel JeHeT, HO TPaTHJI UX JIUIIb Ha
cBou yaoBosibcTBUA. [lo cMeptu Jlazaps, nyiia ero
OblIa OTHECEHA aHTeJIaMH Ha JIOHO ABPaaMOBO.

Jlazaphp 3aciyKHUBaeT 3TH «BEYHBIC KPOBB», 0€3
COMHEHHUSI, CBOUM TSDKKUM U O€CPOTIOTHBIM CTPaJlaHUEM.
«YMep u 6oray, ¥ IOXOPOHWIIN €TO», YTIOMHHAETCS O
MMOXOPOHAX, BEPOSTHO, MOTOMY, YTO OHH OBLITH
POCKOUIHBI, B TO BpeMs Kak Tpyt Jlazaps Obu1 mpocTo
BBIOPOITICH Ha CheJCHUE TUKUMU 3BepssMu. Ho Gorau
oKaszaycs B aly B MyKax.

Kak npexne Jlazaps X0Tel HaACHITUTHCS TOIBKO
KpOIIIKaMH, TaK y>ke OOHHIABIITHI 60Trad MMPOCUT TOIHKO
O HECKOJIBKUX KaIlJIsIX BOIBI, 4TOOBI OCTYIUTH
BOCHAJICHHBIH A3bIK. borauy, oHako, 0TKa3bIBACTCS U B
3TOM MaJIOM YTEIIeHUH: Kak Jlazaph yTemaeTcs B
TTOJTHOM COPasi3MEPHOCTH CO CBOMMH TPEKHUMHU
MYYEHUSIMU, TaK U 00Ta4 CTpalacT B TAKOH K€ TIOTHOH

COPa3MEpPHOCTH CO CBOMM TMPEKHUM OECIIEYHBIM U
OeccepredHbIM BecenbeM. (Apxuen. Aseprutl Taywies)

HeOecubie omexapl

Hawm Bo3Benieno I'ocriogom B Ilucanum, 4to s HaC
o cMeptu yrotoBaHo LlapctBue HebecHoe. [lomus aTo
obeToBaHUE, MBI, KOT1a TPOBOXKAEM B MOTUITY OJH3KOTO
YeJNoBeKa, ¢ BEpOoro U yrnoBanueM ropopum: «llapctso
emy HebGecHoe u Beunsbli mokoit!». Xzaer Hac B 3TO
napctBo Briajibika Bcel TBapH, CO3AaBUINNA HAC TS
ONaKEeHHOM KI3HH ¥ UCKYTHBIIHMHA Hac OECIIEHHOM
KpoBeto Henopounoro Axna — Xpucra. ['ne xe B34Tb
HaM Te CBETJIBIC OJICHKBI, B KAKUX MBI 0€3003HEHHO
Moriu ObI iBUTKCS B ueptore Llaps Hebecnoro, Ha
Beuepro, M yrotoBaHHY0 171s BepHBIX padoB CBoux?
OTU OEKIbl HE HY>)KHO IIOKYNAaTh Ha TOPXKUIIAX: OHU
HU3TOTOBIIAIOTCA HE U3 JOPOTUX TKaHEH, a U3 TEK HUTEH,
KOTOPBIC UCXOMAT U3 OJIaroroBeiHOr0, PEAaHHOTO
bory cepana. YkpamieHuem 3TOH Ok AbI CIIyXKaT
YUCTBIE TTIOMBICIIBI, CBSITUE YYBCTBOBAHUS U
ooroyroausie aena. (B.@. llesnuykuii, Ilpog. Kuesckotul
Ilyxos. Axademuu)

Holy and Glorious Demetrius the Myrrhgusher
of Thessalonica

The Great Martyr Demetrius the Myrrh-gusher of
Thessalonica was the son of a Roman proconsul in
Thessalonica. Three centuries had elapsed and Roman
paganism, spiritually shattered and defeated by the multitude
of martyrs and confessors of the crucified Savior, intensified
its persecutions. Both the father and mother of St. Demetrius
were secretly Christians. In a secret house-church in his
father's home, the child was baptized and raised in the
Christian Faith.

By the time Demetrius had reached maturity and his father
had died, the emperor Galerius Maximian had ascended the
throne (305). Maximian, confident in Demetrius' education as
well as his administrative and military abilities, appointed him
to his father's position as proconsul of the Thessalonica
district. The chief tasks expected of this young commander
consisted of defending the city from barbarians and the
eradication of Christianity. In regard to Christians, the will of
the emperor was expressed simply, "Put to death anyone who
calls on the name of Christ." The emperor did not suspect that
in appointing Demetrius he had opened up a way for him to
bring many to Christ.

Accepting the appointment, Demetrius returned to
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Thessalonica and immediately confessed and glorified our
Lord Jesus Christ. Instead of persecuting and executing
Christians, he openly began to teach the Christian Faith to the
inhabitants of the city and to overthrow pagan customs and
idolatry. The compiler of his Life, St. Simeon Metaphrastes,
says that because of his teaching zeal he became "a second
Apostle Paul" for Thessalonica, particularly since "the Apostle
to the Gentiles" once founded at this city the first community
of believers (1 Thess, 2 Thess).

When Maximian learned that the newly-appointed
proconsul was a Christian, and that he had converted many
Roman subjects to Christianity, the rage of the emperor know
no bounds. Returning from a campaign in the Black Sea
region, the emperor decided to lead his army through
Thessalonica, filled with the desire to massacre the Christians.

Learning of this, St. Demetrius ordered his faithful servant
Lupus to distribute his wealth to the poor with the words,
"Give away my earthly riches among them, for we shall seek
heavenly riches for ourselves." And he began to pray and fast,
preparing himself for martyrdom.

When the emperor came into the city, he summoned
Demetrius, who boldly confessed himself a Christian and
denounced the falsehood and futility of Roman polytheism.
Maximian gave orders to lock up the confessor in prison. An
angel came to him in confinement, comforting and
encouraging him.

At dawn on October 26, 306 soldiers appeared in the
saint's underground prison and ran him through with lances.
His faithful servant, St. Lupus, gathered up the blood-soaked
garment of St. Demetrius, and he took the imperial ring from
his finger, a symbol of his high status, and dipped it in the
blood. With the ring and other holy things sanctified by the
blood of St. Demetrius, St. Lupus began to heal the infirm.
The emperor gave orders to arrest and kill him.

The body of the holy Great Martyr Demetrius was cast out
for wild animals to devour, but the Christians took it and
secretly buried it in the earth. During the reign of St.
Constantine (306-337), a church was built over the grave of
St. Demetrius. A hundred years later, during the construction
of a majestic new church on the old spot, the incorrupt relics
of the holy martyr were uncovered. Since the seventh century
a miraculous flow of fragrant myrrh has been found beneath
the crypt of the Great Martyr Demetrius, so he is called "the
Myrrh-gusher." Several times, those venerating the holy
wonderworker made attempts to transfer his holy relics, or
part of them, to Constantinople. Invariably, St. Demetrius
made it clear that he would not permit anyone to remove even
a portion of his relics.

The very first pages of the Russian Primary Chronicle, as
foreordained by God, is bound up with the name of the holy
Great Martyr Demetrius of Thessalonica. The Chronicle
relates that when Oleg the Wise threatened the Greeks at
Constantinople (907), the Greeks became terrified and said,
"This is not Oleg, but rather St. Demetrius sent upon us from
God." Russian soldiers always believed that they were under
the special protection of the holy Great Martyr Demetrius.
Moreover, in the old Russian barracks the Great Martyr
Demetrius was always depicted as Russian by descent. Thus

this image entered the soul of the Russian nation.

Church veneration of the holy Great Martyr Demetrius in
Russia began shortly after the Baptism of Rus. Towards the
beginning of the 1070s the Dimitriev monastery at Kiev,
known afterwards as the Mikhailov-Zlatoverkh monastery,
was founded, The monastery was built by the son of Yaroslav
the Wise, Great Prince Izyaslav, Demetrius in Baptism (+
1078). The mosaic icon of St. Demetrius of Thessalonica from
the cathedral of the Dimitriev monastery has been preserved
up to the present day, and is located in the State Tretiakov
gallery.

In the years 1194-1197 the Great Prince of Vladimir,
Vsevolod III the Great-Nest (Demetrius in Baptism) "built at
his court a beautiful church of the holy martyr Demetrius, and
adorned it wondrously with icons and frescoes." The
Dimitriev cathedral also reveals the embellishment of ancient
Vladimir.

The veneration of St. Demetrius continued also in the
family of St. Alexander Nevsky (November 23). St. Alexander
named his eldest son in honor of the holy Great Martyr. And
his younger son, holy Prince Daniel of Moscow (March 4),
built a temple in the name of the holy Great Martyr Demetrius
in the 1280s, which was the first stone church in the Moscow
Kremlin. Later in 1326, under Ivan Kalita, it was taken down
and in its place the Dormition cathedral was built.

The memory of St. Demetrius of Thessalonica is
historically associated in Rus with the military, patriotism and
the defense of the country. This is apparent by the saint's
depiction on icons as a soldier in plumed armor, with a spear
and sword in hand. On a scroll (in later depictions) is written a
prayer, with which St. Demetrius turned to God about the
salvation of the people of Thessalonica, "Lord, let not the city
nor the people perish. If You save the city and the people, I
shall be saved with them. If they perish, I also perish with
them."

In the particular spiritual experience of the Russian
Church, veneration of the holy Great Martyr Demetrius of
Thessalonica is closely bound up with the memory of the
defense of the Country and Church by the Great Prince of
Moscow, Dimtri of the Don (+1389) . "An Account of the Life
and Repose of the Great Prince Dimtri of the Don , Tsar of
Russia," written in the year 1393, already regards the Great
Prince as a saint, as also do other old Russian histories. Great
Prince Demetrius was a spiritual son and disciple of St.
Alexis, Metropolitan of Moscow (February 12), and a disciple
and associate of other great figures of prayer in the Russian
Land: St. Sergius of Radonezh (September 25), Demetrius of
Priluki (February 11), St. Theodore of Rostov (November 28).

The Demetrius Memorial Saturday was established for
churchwide remembrance of the soldiers who fell in the Battle
of Kulikovo. This memorial service was held for the first time
at the Trinity-St Sergius monastery on October 20, 1380 by St.
Sergius, Abbot of Radonezh, in the presence of Great Prince
Dimtri of the Don . It is served annually with a solemn
remembrance of the heroes of the Battle of Kulikovo, in which
number are the Schemamonks Alexander (Peresvet) and
Andrew (Oslyab).



