Dates to Remember:
Nov 21-St Michael the

Nov 27-Thanksgiving-
Moleben 11 AM
Nov 28-Beginning of Nativity
Fast
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To Decorate Church for Nativity

Please donate for flowers
In memory/honor of:

Schedule for the Week of November 9 - 15, 2008

Saturday  5:15 PM General Panihida
Nov 8 5:30 PM Vigil

Sunday Martyr Nestor of Thessalonica
Nov 9 8:30 AM Nocturns, Confessions
9:00 AM Liturgy / Jlutyprust

Saturday  5:30 PM Vigil
Nov 15

Thursday  6:30 PM Vigil for St. Archangel
Nov 20 Michael & all Angels

Friday St. Michael & all Angels
Nov 21 9:00 AM Divine Liturgy / Jlutyprus

Thursday  Thanksgiving Day
Nov 27 11 AM Moleben

Friday Nativity Fast Begins
Nov 28 Hauano Poxa. ITocta

Mputya o o CesTene
(beceda Ha Jlk. 8,5-15)

EcTb B EBaHrenum mecro, rae Xpuctoc Ham roBOpuT:
«bniogute, Kako cnbiwmte». To ectb, «ObpaTUTe BHUMaHWe
Ha TO, KaK Bbl CTIbILUMTE CIIOBO, KOTOPOE [0 BAC AOXOAMUTY.
Ham Bcerga KaxeTcs, 4To Mbl ClyLUAEM, NOHUMaEM, HO BOT
CeroaHs HaMm BHOBb, B KOTOPbIN pas, YuTanach nputya o
cesatene — 1 yt0? OHa Takas sicHas, Takasi NpuUBbIYHaS,
ka3anocb Obl, HaM Jaxe W He HYXHO ee BHOBb CIblLLaThb — Mbl
Mornu 6bl ee NOBTOpUTL, pacckasaTb, 00bACHUTL. Ho KTO 13
Hac MOXET CKa3aTb, YTO OH 0 CKOMNbKO-TO XuBeT? W BOT TyT
cnosa XpuCTOBbI: «byabTe OCTOPOXHbI, KaK Bbl CAbILLUTE
€n1oBo boxuey, - He HanpacHbl. Mbl CAbILLMM 1 NOMHAM —
CMbILUKUM CRYXOM M MOMHWUM TOJIOBHOM NAMATHIO — HO AOXOAMUT
I 3TO CINOBO A0 Halero cepaua? A BMeCTe C 3TUM, ECIu He
KOCHETCSI Halllero cepaua XuBoe CroBo, OHO TOMbKO
NPO3BYYMT B HALLEN MbICIIM U HAKAKOrO NoAa He NPUHECET.
EcTb GeCcKoHEYHOE KONMYECTBO eBaHIeNbCHX OTPbIBKOB,
KOTOpbIE Mbl TaK JII061M, KOTOPbIE Mbl TaK XOPOLLIO 3HAEM,
KOTOpbIE Mbl MO Obl BCAKOMY pacckasaTb 1 BCAKOMY
0ObSACHUT, HO HE BCTAHYT MW OHM NEpes Hamu B Kakom-
HWOYab AeHb, B [leHb CyaHblit, ynpekom — He NOTOMY, YTO Mbl
He NMOHVMManW, a NOTOMY WMEHHO, YTO NOHUMANK 1 BCe-Taku
3TUM He XNNN HUCKONBKO? (Mum. AHmoruti Cypoxckuti)

About the irresistible will of God

"I say to myself, I will not mention him, I will speak in
his name no more. But then it becomes like fire
burning in my heart, imprisoned in my bones; I grow
weary holding it in, I cannot endure it" (Jeremiah
20:9).

If anyone still doubts that God spoke through the
prophets, let him read this confession of the great
prophet Jeremiah and let him doubt no more. The
prophet confesses that he had decided not to speak
anymore in the Name of the Lord. Why? Because so few
paid attention to his word. If anyone heeded his word the
prophet endured "reproach and derision daily" (Jeremiah
20:8). But, when he decided to remain silent, did he, in
fact, remain silent? No, he could not: "I grow weary
holding it in, I cannot endure it!" He was so pressed by
the irresistible power of the Spirit of God upon him to
speak and he had to speak. It is, therefore, not the affair
of the prophet whether he is going to speak or not: that is
the affair of the All-powerful Spirit of God. The prophet
is merely the chosen vessel of the All-powerful Spirit of
God. All of Holy Scripture is written thusly - not
according to the will of man but according to the will of
God, and not according to the mind of man but
according to the mind of God.

How does the word of God feel when it enters the
prophet from the Spirit of God; this the great Jeremiah
explains from his personal experience: "It becomes like
fire burning in my heart, imprisoned in my bones." That
means, inspiration from the All-powerful Spirit of God.
Under such irresistible internal pressure - as under the
pressure of fire imprisoned in my bones - wrote the holy
man of God. And many of them cried out: "I grow weary
holding it in, I cannot endure it anymore." Who will go
against the Spirit of God without punishment and
destruction? Who will withstand Him when He wants to
say something or to do something?

Only my brethren, the action of God the Holy Spirit
is irresistible!

MoxHO nu XpaHUTb CBATLIHK (apTOC, NPocthopbI, CBATYH
BOAY), HanpUmep, B KYXOHHOM LKadyy, PAAOM C Kpynamu,
caxapom, TpaBaMu 1 ApYrM1 HECKOPOMHbIMM
npoAykTamu (ana yao6cTea nonb3oBaHua)?
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Jlydwe xpaHumb cesimbIHIO 8 OMOeSIbHOM
mMecme 8 wkaay, unu OKOJI0 UKOH.

Kakue KHUMM MOXHO peKOMEeHA0BaTh HauMHalKoWeMy
XpUCTHAHUHY Ans 6onee rny6oKkoro ycBoeHms
npaBoCNaBHOro UCNOBEeAaHUsA?

Krueu: «CnymHuk xpucmuaHuHa», «/[]yxoeHbll
usemHuk», «Yuunuuie bnazoyecmusi», «JyxoeHbie
rnocessly, «[Iporoay cesitoeHHUKa 'ypbesa.

Y HeKOTOpbIX €CTb MHEHUE, YTO YTEHNE AYXOBHbIX KHUT
MOXeT 3aMEeHUTb LiePKOBHble CNyXObl. Tak nu 3aTo?

UmHue Boxbeeo Crioea, ymo xreb, a Mmonumea,
4Ymo eo0a xueas 0nd dywu. Moxem nu xneb
3ameHUmMb 800y usnu eoda — xneb? HyxHo mo u
Opyeoe.

MHorue roBopAT: He BaXHO HapyXHoe GnaroyecTue —
BaXXHO, YTO BHYTPU, N He NPU3HAKOT ONaro4yecTmBbIX
npaBun Liepkeu, a HEKOTOpbIE CYMTALOT, 4TO ANA OyayLien
XU3HU BaXHO NULLb TONLKO, YTOObI YenoBek (Mo MUPCKK)
Obin goOpbIM K XopownM. YTO MOXHO CKa3aTb 3TUM
nopam? [lpaBbl K OHU?

lpenodobHsiti Mocugh OnmuHckuli 20po8url,
ymo 6e3 depeesa u nucmees — U M1odos He bydem.
Cessimble omubi 2080psiM, YMO criepsa
obs3amernibHO Hado NPoxodumb 8HeWHUEe
nodsuau, a y>e rnomom nepexooums K
8HYMPEHHUM. A KmO cpa3sy uwem 8HYMpeEHHUX,
mom riorialaem 8 UCKyWweHUs, MoG0bHbIe momy,
4Ymo crly4unock ¢ npen. icaakuem 3ameopHUKOM:
OH Ccpasy 3axomersi 8 3ameop, XOms €20
yeoeapusasiu Hacmosimesib U 6pamusi He 0eslameb
amoezo. U 6eckl nopyaanucek Had HUM.

"Trust in the Lord with all your heart; on your own
understanding rely not'" (Proverbs 3:5).

If all the mountains would move toward you, would you
be able to push them back with your hands? You could
not. If darkness after darkness of all the mysteries in the
heavens and on the earth rushed to the small taper of
your understanding would you, with your understanding,
be able to illuminate the darkness? Even less! Do not
rely on your understanding for, from the perishable
matter which you call intellect, a greater portion of it is
nothing more than dead ashes. O man, do not rely on
your understanding for it is a road over which a mob
rushes a hungry, thirsty, motley and curious mob of
sensual impressions.

O man, trust in the Lord with all your heart. In Him is
understanding without end and all-discerning. The Lord
says: "l am understanding; mine is strength" (Proverbs
8:14). He looks on the paths on which your blood flows

and all the crossroads on which your thoughts wander.
With compassion and love He offers Himself to you as a
leader and you rely on your darkened and perishable
understanding. Where was your understanding before
your birth? Where was your understanding when your
body was taking form, when your heart began to beat
and flow with blood, when your eyes began to open and
when your voice began to flow from your throat? Whose
understanding was all this while your mind was still
sleeping as charcoal in a coal mine? Even when your
understanding awoke, can you enumerate all the
illusions which it has delivered to you, all the lies in
which it has entangled you, all the dangers which it did
not foresee? O my brother, trust only in the Lord with all
your heart! Until now, He has rescued you numerous
times from your own understanding, from illusions and
its lies and from danger in which it has pushed you. A
blind man is compared to the man who can see, so is
your understanding compared to the understanding of
God. O blind one, trust in the Leader. O brother, trust
only in the Lord with all your heart.

O Lord, All-seeing, Eternal and Infallible
Understanding, deeper than the universe and more
radiant than the sun, deliver us, even now from the errors
of our understanding.

To You be glory and thanks always. Amen.

(Saint Nikolai Velimirovic)

Being Good Stewards of God'’s Gifts

We are all stewards of the Church. As “to each individual
the manifestation of the Spirit is given for some benefit” (1 Cor.
12:7), so stewardship in an ecclesial setting means cherishing
and fostering the gifts of all, while using one’s own gifts to
serve the community of faith. The rich tradition of tithing set
forth in the Old Testament is an expression of this. “Those who
set their hearts upon spiritual gifts must seek to have an
abundance for building up the church” 1 Cor. 14:12).

A good steward is someone who has been given gifts by
another and is to oversee and care for those things entrusted
to him and to use them in ways that the giver would approve.
Jesus uses the image of stewards throughout His teachings in
the Gospels. Sometimes Jesus’ parables show happy results,
as when some were given coins to go out and actively work
with it and double it, after which they heard, “Well done, good
and faithful servant.” There were also some other stewards
who went out and squandered what they had been given and
did not receive such acclamation. If we are going to
understand what it means to be a good steward, we first need
to understand that each one of us is a steward of many
treasures that have been given by the Lord. We are stewards
of our life, our gifts, our talents, our possessions. Everything
that we have is a gift from God. To come to full appreciation of
our role as steward, we must acknowledge that we are called
to offer these gifts back to God to advance the work of the
Gospel and for the good of the Church. (Rev. M. Pavlik)



