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Schedule for the Week of November 22 - 28, 2009

Sunday Martyrs Onesiphoros and Porphyrius
Nov 22

Thursday = Thanksgiving Day (Civil)
Nov. 26 11:00 AM Moleben

Saturday
Nov 28

5:30 PM Vigil

Sunday Holy apostle & Evangelist Matthew
Nov 29 8:30 AM Confessions, Nocturns
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy / Jlutyprus

Cearutenb MoaHH 31aTOyCT
(26 Hos6ps n.c.)

Jlo cBoero nocTaBiieHHs Ha Kadeapy apXuemnucKomna
KoncrantuHomnomnsckoro cB. MoaHH ObUT IPeCBUTEPOM B
CBOEM poaHoM ropoae Antuoxuu Cupuiickoid. Xutenu
ropoJia ¢ TaKOM Ka)XXI0¥ CITyIllagy MOy4YEeHHs CBITOTO,
YTO CUMTAJIM 32 BEJIUKYIO MOTEPIO MPOIYCTUTh KaKyIO-
6o u3 ero npomnosenet. [loyuenns Moanna
HEPENHUChIBATINCH CKOPOIUCLIAMH U TIEPEXOIMIIN U3 PYK
B pyku. VX unrtanu 3a TpamezaMu U Ha TUIOIIAJIX,
noydasich cioBaM ero kak Ilcantupu. 3a
HEOOBIKHOBEHHOE KpacHOpeuHe Oy Iylero CBATHTEINS
cTanu Ha3bIBaTh 3naToyctoM. B 398 roay cB. Moann
OBbLT BO3BEJCH Ha CTOJIMYHBIH mpecTon. CBATHTENb
PEBHOCTHO I1ac CTaio XPUCTOBO, HCKOPEHSS B JIIOAIAX
BCSIKOT'O 3BaHUsI, & OCOOCHHO CPeaH KIMPHUKOB, Xy IbIe
00BIYan, HEYUCTOTY, 3aBICTh M BCSKOTO PO/ia TIOPOKH.
Bwmecte ¢ Tem cBaToii Moann Obu1 mpuMepoM
0e3rpaHUYHON JIIOOBH K JIFOMsM. ETo ycepaunem ObLTO
[TOCTPOEHO B FOPOJIE MHOXKECTBO OOJBHUIL, aTuyIne
HaXOAWJIU Y HETo NMHUILY, Harue — OJeXK Ty, HUKTO He
YXOIHUII OT CBSITOTO HEYTCILICHHBIM.

Anren XpaHurTeJab

Crapaiics )XUTb B IPUCYTCTBUU AHrena XpaHuTens —
W YBUAMIIb, KaK IuBHO OH BCE YCTPOUT.

Kak To1BKO0 THI IOYYBCTBYEIIb €r0 OJIM30CTb,
XeJlaHue ObITh C HUM C MOMEHTA MPOOYKICHHUS 1 BECh
JIeHb, TaK UCUE3HET ITOT 3JI0H IyX OAMHOYECTBA, JyX
YHBIHHSA U pacciabiieHus, 100 Kpenkas MOMOIb,
3aCTyIUICHHE U MOAJEepKKa OYAyT rOTOBHI TeOe BO BCex

00CcTOSATENBCTBAX. (M3 nucoma Apxum. Hoanna
Kpecmovsanxuna)

PazMpIniuIeHUA 0 6€eCCMEPTHOM ayIine

Korza Teno momHOCTEIO OTIaHO B MOJYMHEHHUE IYIIIE,
TOTJa MJIOTCKHE CTPACTH YEIIOBEKA YMEPIIBIICHBI, U
Jyla, IPOCBETHUBILHUCH, CJINaeTCs XpaMoM boxxuum.

A nymia, B KOTOpYHO Beenmiics orab boxwii, momo0Ha
IBYKPBUIOH ITHIIE, TOPE BOZHOCSIIEHCS 110 HEOECHOMY
BO31yXy. Kpblibs aymu, nosunyouelics bory, ato
ycTpemiieHue orast boxust, KOTOpBIM OHa MOXKET
BOCTIAPATH rope, K HeOdYy.

Bor, o0bemiis u corpeBas mokopusmuecs EmMy mymmu,
BO30YXKJaeT UX K TyXOBHOMW >knu3HU. Ho ams sToro myma
Hallla I0JDKHA OBITh YMHOH, JOJKHA PAclO3HABATh
MIOJIE3HOE U BPETHOE B JI€JIE CIIACCHUS.

YMHYI0 B J0OpOJETENbHYIO JyIIY JIETKO
OOHAPYXHTh 1aXkKe BO BHEITHOCTH YEJIOBEKA, B €T0
B3IJIAJE, IOXOAKE, T0JI0Ce, YIIBIOKE, pa3sroBope U
oOpalleHUH C APYTUMHU JIFOIBMH.

Benp nMeHHO y1ia «I0ICKa3bIBAET» OTIAEIbHBIM
YacTsAM HaIllero Tena (Ti1azaM, yiam, pykaM 1 Horam),
4ero UM Hy>KHO M30€erarh, a 4T0 MOXHO JIeJIaTh U KaK
MMEHHO AenaTh. MBI BUAUM I1a3aMH, CIBIIINM YIIaMHU,
MMEEM BO3MOXHOCTH Ky1a-TO MONTH MM YETO-TO
KOCHYTbCS pPyKaMH. A BOT YTO CTOMT A€JaTh U YETO He
CIIeyeT enaTh, 00 3TOM pacCyAaTh — JeJI0 Hallel
oy, Hy’KHO 71 KOCHYThCS TOTO MJIM MHOTO IMIpeaMeTa,
HY’KHO JIY CIIyINaTh TOT WM MHOU pa3roBOp, CTOUT JIX
CMOTpETb Ha TO, YTO MAHHUT U MPUBJIEKAET Yalll B3rysa?
... O00 BCeM 3TOM JOJKHA pacCy>KAaTh Hallla AyIa,
pykoBoaumMas u HayueHHas JJyxom CesateiM boxuum, u
PYKOBOJWTH ITOCTYNKaMH Harrero tena. (Apxum Moanu
KpecTbsaukun).

The Inexorable Justice of God
Saint Nikolai Velimirovic

"For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast
them down to hell, and delivered them into chains of
darkness, to be reserved unto judgment; and spared not
the old world, but saved Noah the eighth person, a
preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood upon
the world of the ungodly; and turning the cities of
Sodom and Gomorrha into ashes condemned them
with an overthrow, making them an example unto
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those that after should live ungodly" (2 Peter 2: 4-6).

O how will the sinful man be spared? "And spared not
the old world but saved Noah, the eighth person, a
preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood upon the
world of the ungodly, and turning the cities of Sodom
and Gomorrha into ashes, condemned them with an
overthrow".

Therefore O sinful man, how then can you be spared?
Are you dearer and more precious to Him than millions
of angels, from so many people drowned by the Flood
and from densely populated cities? When the angels are
cast into the darkness of Hades, people are drowned by
the flood and cities are burned to ashes in what do you
hope, sinning, continually sinning and not turning away
from sin? You say, “in the mercy of God!” But, is God
more merciful now that He was then? Does God change
as man does? Do not hope without limit but according to
the limit of your efforts as regards the improvement of
your life, let that be your hope. Truly, great is the mercy
of God, long is the patience of God and infinite is the
love of God. Behold, God loves you more and is more
merciful to you than you are to yourself and He
continually wishes you salvation even more than you
yourself do. But he who to the end mocks the mercy of
God; and he who to the very end laughs at the patience
of God; and he who to the end opposes the love of God,
-- will God then take him by force into His kingdom and
make him a fellow citizen with the angels and saints?

How terrible is the darkness of Hades, the clanging
sound of chains and the gnashing of teeth! Those who
ridiculed the mercy of God and opposed the love of God
dwell there. Will you want to go there, O prodigal soul?
God does not desire that you go there; the angels mourn
because you are headed there; the saints are praying that
you return; the Holy Church offers sacrifices for you that
you would come to your senses. If you despise all of that
-- O why would you despise it all! -- then what kind of
mercy do you expect from God?

O righteous Lord, help us that we may, in due time
turn away from the path which leads to the darkness of
Hades, make us to understand and strengthen us in
goodness, before You send Your angel to take away our
soul.

* * * * *

On Pride — excerpt from letters to Spiritual Children
Abbot Nikon (Vorobyev)

Evil has not been created by God. Evil has no
essence. It is a perversion of the natural world order (and
in relation to men and angels, the moral order) by the
free will of men and angels. If there were no freedom,
there would be no possibility to pervert the moral order,
which is all-wise and perfect. Angels and men would
have been subordinate to the laws of the physical and
moral world like robots, and there would have been no
evil.

But without free will there would not have been in men
and angels the image and the likeness of God. A perfect
creature is unthinkable without free will. A desire to be
"like gods, knowing good and evil," led to the fall of
angels and men. From this point begins the history of
mankind. To nurture a man in piety and love for God, in
love for other men, without suppressing his free will, to
elevate him to the dignity of a son of God -- that is a
most complex task, absolutely insoluble for men, and
one which demanded even from God a supreme sacrifice
-- the incarnation, death on the cross and the
resurrection of God Himself.

Man cannot be saved with pride. In the presence of
pride he can again fall away from God, even in paradise,
but fall this time with the finality of the demons. For this
reason the Lord allows man to learn in the course of his
entire life that without God he is nothing, that he is a
slave of his passions and a slave of the devil. For this
reason the Lord does not allow the chaff to be winnowed
before death comes, in order not to damage the wheat. A
man without flaws, with only positive character traits,
would definitely become vain. If we are able to feel great
pride from being in possession of even small virtues,
what would happen if the glory of the soul's divinity
were revealed to us while still here on earth? Even
Apostle Paul needed the negative help of an angel of
Satan, buffeting him, in order not to esteem himself too
highly. What, then, can be said of ourselves!

Just as the Lord is trying to save man, so the devil is
trying to destroy him. The devil allows man to think he
has gained victory over him, and thus leads him into the
sins of self-satisfaction and pride; allows him to succeed
in conquering the forces of nature and thus instills in him
the thought: "Through science you shall conquer nature,
you shall be immortal and will become godlike. Even
now you can feel pride in your achievements." The
antithesis between these two trends is obvious. We can
clearly see God's concern for the salvation of man, and
the devil's attempts to destroy even those who use all
their efforts to search for "the one thing needful," i.e. the
Kingdom of God. From the realm of theory this passes
on to life itself, and man finds himself in a constant
struggle with evil, with the devil, with his insinuations,
first falling, then rising. In this struggle man comes to
realize his frailty, the adversary's cunning, God's help
and God's love for man. He learns the price of good and
evil, and in all consciousness chooses good, becomes
steadfast in his preference for good and its source -- the
Lord God, and rejects evil and the devil.

Although he may still fall, although he may do evil,
man realizes it as evil, as sin, condemns himself, repents,
asks God for forgiveness, and thus even further affirms
his preference for God and good, albeit in a negative
manner.



