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Schedule for the Week of November 29 — December 5, 2009

Sunday Holy apostle & Evangelist Matthew
Nov 29

Thursday  6:30 PM Vigil Service
Dec 3

Friday Entry of the Theotokos into the Temple
Dec 4 Beenenue Bo Xpam Ilp. busbt
9:00 AM Liturgy / JIutyprus

Saturday
Dec 5

5:30 PM Vigil

Sunday Afterfeast of Entry of Theotokos
Dec 6 8:30 AM Confessions, Nocturns
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy / Jlutyprus

Hap boxuii JIroaam

C BxoxxaeHueM B xpam boronsdpanHoit OTpOKOBHILIBI
MIPUIILIO BpeMs, Koraa OnaroBosenune boxue
BO3BpaIaeTcs JIOIIM, U OHH TpHOIM3ATCS K bory, kak
k cBoemy Hebecaomy Otiry, n6o Coia boxwuit Cera
JleBbl ObIBaET, M Oy1aroaTh OJIaroBeCTBYET IPUMHPEHUE
¢ borom, u Bxox Ha HeGo oTkpoeTcst BceM, JKeTaroIuM
Heba.

Hap boxuit moznsam, IIpecssras [lesa, 101 MOJIUTBBL
npecTapensix poautenei, u uepe3 Hee — Xpuctoc
BO3palaeTcs JroapMu bory, kak nap Emy ot mroneit, kak
KepTBa OnaronpusTHasi, 61aroBoHHas.

U BOT BCceM HaM B ATOT BEJTUKUNA JE€Hb HBIHELIHETO
[pa3JHUKA HEIb3s HE BIyMaThCsl U HE OCO3HATh, YTO
nyTh K HeOy Bce TOT ke, U HaYMHAETCSI OH Ha TIOpore
PYKOTBOpPEHHOTO XpaMa bokus, koraa 4enoBex
KpeleHueM npuHocutcs B gap bory u ctaHoBuTCs
HEpYKOTBOpPEHHBIM xpamMoM U Jlyx boxwuii mocensercs B
HeM. U Ham myTh 1O *KU3HU JOJDKEH MPONTH CKBO3b
XpaM, 4TOOBI BOCIIUTATHCS ¥ BO3PACTH HaM B HEM,
YTOOBI M 3aBEPIIIIICS 3TOT ITyTh BO CBATHIINIIE boxknem,
Ha Hebe, kyna Teneps yxe Bomien co CBoeto
xeprBeHHON KpoBbto 3a Hac Cam Xpucroc —
[TepBocBsmeHHNK Oy mymmx Omar. (Apxum. Hoamnn
Kpecmbsankun)

LLkona MonutBbI

HacueT BOiHbI MHE HIY€ero He U3BECTHO, KPOME TOM, YTO
KaXabl YENOBEK BEAET eXeIHEBHO.

MonuTtbCst Hafo, 3TO U eCThb LLKONa MONUTBLI. A Tebe
TEOPETUYECKN 3TOrO He 00BSCHID. MonuTee nyudlue Bcero
Y4UT CypOBas Xu3Hb. BOT B 3akntoueHnmn y MeHs Obina
WCTUHHAS MONUTBA, U 3TO NOTOMY, YTO KaXablil A€Hb ObiN Ha
kpato rubenn. MoBTOPUTL Tenepb, BO AHW GnaroAeHCTBYS,
TaKyl0 MOMUTBY HEBO3MOXHO. XOTS ONbIT MOMUTBbI U XWUBOK
Bepbl, NPUOBPETEHHbIA TaM, COXPaHAETCS Ha BCH XM3Hb.
[eno He B KONMYECTBE, 4eN0 B X1BOM 0bpaLleHum k Kusomy
bory.

Bepa B 10, uto 'OCnoab k Tebe Gnmxe, Yem KTO-nNMOO 13
camblx Onm3kux, YT0 OH CIbILKT HE LIEeNeCT YCT TBOMX, HO
CTbILUMT MOIUTBEHHOE BUeHMe TBOEro cepaLa v YeM OHO
HanoNHeHO B MOMEHT TBOero obpalleHus k bory. A Tbl
YENOBEK CEMEWHbIN 1 3a KaXI0ro YreHa CeMbW OTBETCTBEHEH
npen borom, a 3HaumT, 3a BCex AOMKHO BoneTb TBOE cepaLe.
Ymyapu Tebe Bor!

W HauHK-Ka ¢ ncnonHeHns Hakasa npn. Cepadmma
Caposckoro: «PafocTb MOSi, CTSXW OyX MUPEH, U He TOMbKO
TBOSI CEMbS1, HO ThiCA4M cnacyTcs okono Tebs». Bot u Bce.
CMOTpU, KaK YYMT HaC XM3Hb XKMTb. XO4eLlb BbITb JOBOMBHEIM
1 CHACTNIMBLIM — X1BM B bore, a Ha HET — 1 cyacTbs HeT. (U3
nucbma Apxum. MoaHHoM KpecmbsaHKUHbIM)

Excerpts from a Discourse on the Feast of the Entry of
the Theotokos, by Saint Gregory Palamas, Archbishop of
Thessalonica

If a tree is known by its fruit, and a good tree bears good fruit
(Mt. 7:17; Lk. 6:44), then is not the Mother of Goodness Itself,
She who bore the Eternal Beauty, incomparably more
excellent than every good, whether in this world or the world
above? Therefore, the coeternal and identical Image of
goodness, Preeternal, transcending all being, He Who is the
preexisting and good Word of the Father, moved by His
unutterable love for mankind and compassion for us, put on
our image, that He might reclaim for Himself our nature which
had been dragged down to uttermost Hades, so as to renew
this corrupted nature and raise it to the heights of Heaven. For
this purpose, He had to assume a flesh that was both new and
ours, that He might refashion us from out of ourselves. Now
He finds a Handmaiden perfectly suited to these needs, the
supplier of Her own unsullied nature, the Ever-Virgin now
hymned by us, and Whose miraculous Entrance into the
Temple, into the Holy of Holies, we now celebrate. ...

In the beginning, there was one who rose up against us: the
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author of evil, the serpent, who dragged us into the abyss. The
author of evil was jealous of Adam, when he saw him being
led from earth to Heaven, from which he was justly cast down.
...Envy is not only the begetter of hatred, but also of murder,
which this truly man-hating serpent brought about in us. For
he wanted to be master over the earth-born for the ruin of that
which was created in the image and likeness of God. Since he
was not bold enough to make a face to face attack, he resorted
to cunning and deceit.

If Adam had been sufficiently strong to keep the divine
commandment, then he would have shown himself the
vanquisher of his enemy, and withstood his deathly attack. But
since he voluntarily gave in to sin, he was defeated and was
made a sinner. Since he is the root of our race, he has
produced us as death-bearing shoots. It was necessary for us to
have a new root for our race, a new Adam, not just one Who
would be sinless and invincible, but one Who also would be
able to forgive sins and set free from punishment those subject
to it. And not only would He have life in Himself, but also the
capacity to restore to life, so that He could grant to those who
cleave to Him and are related to Him by race both life and the
forgiveness of their sins, restoring to life not only those who
came after Him, but also those who already had died before
Him. Therefore, St. Paul, that great trumpet of the Holy Spirit,
exclaims, "the first man Adam was made a living soul, the last
Adam was made a quickening spirit" (1 Cor. 15:45).

... Today we celebrate the memory of those things that
contributed, if only once, to the Incarnation. He Who is God
by nature, the Co-unoriginate and Coeternal Word and Son of
the Transcendent Father, becomes the Son of Man, the Son of
the Ever-Virgin. "Jesus Christ the same yesterday and today,
and forever" (Heb. 13:8), immutable in His divinity and
blameless in His humanity, He alone, as the Prophet Isaiah
prophesied, "practiced no iniquity, nor deceit with His lips"
(Is. 53:9).

... From the sons of Adam God chose the wondrous Seth,
who showed himself a living heaven through his becoming
behavior, and through the beauty of his virtues. That is why he
was chosen, and from whom the Virgin would blossom as the
divinely fitting chariot of God. She was needed to give birth
and to summon the earth-born to heavenly sonship. For this
reason also all the lineage of Seth were called "sons of God,"
because from this lineage a son of man would be born the Son
of God. The name Seth signifies a rising or resurrection, or
more specifically, it signifies the Lord, Who promises and
gives immortal life to all who believe in Him.

And how precisely exact is this parallel! Seth was born of
Eve, as she herself said, in place of Abel, whom Cain killed
through jealousy (Gen. 4:25); and Christ, the Son of the
Virgin, was born for us in place of Adam, whom the author of
evil also killed through jealousy. But Seth did not resurrect
Abel, since he was only a foretype of the resurrection. But our
Lord Jesus Christ resurrected Adam, since He is the very Life
and the Resurrection of the earth-born, for whose sake the
descendents of Seth are granted divine adoption through hope,
and are called the children of God. It was because of this hope
that they were called sons of God, as is evident from the one
who was first called so, the successor in the choice. This was
Enos, the son of Seth, who as Moses wrote, first hoped to call
on the Name of the Lord (Gen. 4:26).

... When the chosen time had come, then from the house and
posterity of David, Joachim and Anna are chosen by God.
Though they were childless, they were by their virtuous life

and good disposition the finest of all those descended from the
line of David. And when in prayer they besought God to
deliver them from their childlessness, and promised to
dedicate their child to God from its infancy. By God Himself,
the Mother of God was proclaimed and given to them as a
child, so that from such virtuous parents the all-virtuous child
would be raised. So in this manner, chastity joined with prayer
came to fruition by producing the Mother of virginity, giving
birth in the flesh to Him Who was born of God the Father
before the ages.

Now, when Righteous Joachim and Anna saw that they
had been granted their wish, and that the divine promise to
them was realized in fact, then they on their part, as true lovers
of God, hastened to fulfill their vow given to God as soon as
the child had been weaned from milk. They have now led this
truly sanctified child of God, now the Mother of God, this
Virgin, into the Temple of God. And She, being filled with
Divine gifts even at such a tender age, .... showed that She was
not so much presented into the Temple, but that She Herself
entered into the service of God of her own accord, as if she
had wings, striving towards this sacred and divine love. She
considered it desirable and fitting that she should enter into the
Temple and dwell in the Holy of Holies.

The High Priest, seeing that this child, more than anyone
else, had divine grace within Her, wished to set Her within the
Holy of Holies. He convinced everyone present to welcome
this, since God had advanced it and approved it. Through His
angel, God assisted the Virgin and sent Her mystical food,
with which She was strengthened in nature, while in body She
was brought to maturity and was made purer and more exalted
than the angels, having the Heavenly spirits as servants. ...
and this is why She, from the beginning of time, was chosen
from among the chosen. She Who is manifest as the Holy of
Holies, Who has a body even purer than the spirits purified by
virtue, is capable of receiving ... the Hypostatic Word of the
Unoriginate Father. Today the Ever-Virgin Mary, like a
Treasure of God, is stored in the Holy of Holies, so that in due
time, (as it later came to pass) She would serve for the
enrichment of, and an ornament for, all the world. Therefore,
Christ God also glorifies His Mother, both before birth, and
also after birth.

We who understand the salvation begun for our sake
through the Most Holy Virgin, give Her thanks and praise
according to our ability. ... We who have the words of eternal
life written out for us, and not only the words, but also the
miracles and the Passion, and the raising of our nature from
death, and its ascent from earth to Heaven, and the promise of
immortal life and unfailing salvation, -- how shall we not
unceasingly hymn and bless the Mother of the Author of our
Salvation and the Giver of Life, celebrating Her conception
and birth, and now Her Entry into the Holy of Holies?

Now, brethren, let us remove ourselves from earthly to
celestial things. Let us change our path from the flesh to the
spirit. Let us change our desire from temporal things to those
that endure. Therefore, in such manner our songs and prayers
to Her will gain entry, and thus through her mediation, we
shall be heirs of the everlasting blessings to come, through the
grace and love for mankind of Him Who was born of Her for
our sake, our Lord Jesus Christ, to Whom be glory, honor and
worship, together with His Unoriginate Father and His
Coeternal and Life-Creating Spirit, now and ever and unto
ages of ages. Amen.



