Russian Orthodox Church of the
Resurrection of Christ
1201 Hathaway Lane NE
Minneapolis, MN 55432-5720

Phone: 763-574-1001 / Fax 763-574-7560
web site: www.skete.info/ email: rusmnch@att.ne

Nativity Services
Christmas Eve,
Tuesday, Jan. 6, 6:30 PM
Christmas Day
Wednesday, Jan. 7, 10 AM

Schedule for the Week of December 7 - 13, 2008

Sunday Afterfeast of Entry of Theotokos
Dec 7 Great-Martyr Catherine
Saturday 5:30 PM Vigil

Dec 13

Sunday Prophet Nahum

Dec 14 8:30 AM Nocturns, Confessions

9:00 AM Liturgy / Jlutyprus

[Ipruta 0 Munocepaaom CamapsiHuHe
(6ecenma na JIk.10,25-37)

XpHCTOC CTABUT IMEpea HAMH BOIIPOC O COBEPIICHHO
HOBOM OTHOILICHHU K JKU3HHU U K MUPY. 3aKOHHMK —
YeNIOBEeK, KOTOPBIM BEPOATHO, KIJI CIIPaBEIJINBO,
xopomio — 3amaet Emy Bompoc: «KTto Moit OmmkHMMA, 0
KOTOPOM MHE HaJ0 3a00THTHC?» 3aKOHHHUK JyMaeT O
ce0e KakK 0 IIEHTpPE KU3HHU U, OTJISIBIBAsICh BOKPYT,
3agymbiBaeTcs: «Kto cambiit MHe Onm3kuii? Kto Mue
nopor? O KoM MHeE HaJl0 T03a00THTHCA 7

A Xpuctoc oTBeuaet emy, kak yacto OH fenaer,
nepeBopavuBasi MUP BBEPX THOM: OJMKHHI 3TO HE TOT,
KOTOpBIN TeOe OIU30K, HE TOT, KOTOPHIH Tebe Jopor, He
TOT, KOT'O ThI, OTJIAbIBASICh, 3aMETHUIIIb U MPUOIN3UIID K
cebe. DTO TOT, KOTOPHIHA B TeOe HYKIACTCsI, BCIKUN, KTO
ObI OH HU OBLI: BCTPEUHBIN, TONEPEYHBII, 3HAKOMBIH U
HE3HAKOMBIH ...

N On naet npumep 106poro camapsHuHA, IMEHHO
9TOOBI HAM MOKAa3aTh, YTO MpaBeIHbIC, JOOPOJETENbHBIC
JIIOAW TIPOXOAMIM MUMO YE€JIOBEUECKON HYXKIBI, a
YeJIOBEK, CYUTABIINI ceOs TPEIIHBIM, KOTOPBINA HE
cTaBuI ce0sl B LIEHTP JKU3HU, TOTOMY YTO ce0sl HeJb3s
OBUTO TaKUM MOCTaBHUTh B LIEHTP, CyMeJ IOCMOTPETH,
YBHIETh U TIOKANETh ... (Mum. Aumonuti Cypooicckuii)

Poowcoecmeenckuit nocm

B koHue oceHu, 3a 40 OHell 0o Benukozo npa30HuKa
Poxdecmsa Xpucmosa, Liepkosb npussbigaem Hac K 3UMHeMy
nocmy.  3mom nocm ycaHossneH 05 moeo, Ymobbi Ham
npuHecmu ocnody briaeodapcmeeHHyro xepmey 3a
cobpaHHble 3eMHble N1odkI U NPU20MOBUMBCS K
bnazo0amHomy eduHeHuro ¢ podugwumes Cnacumernem.

NEW YORK: December 5, 2008

His Eminence Metropolitan Hilarion Expresses His
Condolences On the Repose of His Holiness
Patriarch Alexy Il of Moscow and All Russia

It was with heartfelt pain that | learned of the repose of
His Holiness Patriarch Alexy Il of Moscow and All
Russia, and on behalf of the Russian Orthodox Church
Outside of Russia, | express our condolences to the Holy
Synod, my brother archpastors, reverend fathers,
brethren, sisters and children of the Russian Orthodox
Church.

In truth, as St Symeon the
New Theologian, says, “The
beginning of life is the end,
the end, the beginning; and |
know not whence | come,
where | am, | know not
where | will go tomorrow.”
Such is the lot of each
mortal. And now, in our
common funereal prayers,
we see the bright image of
His Holiness Patriarch
Alexy, who was truly a kind
and selfless podvizhnik,
working for the rebirth of the
Russian Orthodox Church,
which arose from ruin after so many years of godless
persecutions. The newly-reposed Patriarch was a
preacher of repentance and the return of the Russian
nation to its historic roots, its Holy Russian ideals.

| call upon my brother archpastors, clergymen and flock
of the Russian Church Abroad to pray for the soul of His
Holiness Patriarch Alexy.

Here are some Russian-language sites:

http:/news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/in_depth/7766625.stm
http://www.pravoslavie.ru/news/28541.htm
http://www.iht.com/articles/2008/12/05/europe/050obit-
russia.php
http://www.re.ru/2008/12/05/putin-patriarh-anons.html
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/comment/faith/article529225
4.ece

Video clip
http://www.russiatoday.com/news/news/34307/video
http://librarium.orthodoxy.ru/orthonews.htm



http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/in_depth/7766625.stm
http://www.pravoslavie.ru/news/28541.htm
http://www.iht.com/articles/2008/12/05/europe/05obit-russia.php
http://www.iht.com/articles/2008/12/05/europe/05obit-russia.php
http://www.rg.ru/2008/12/05/putin-patriarh-anons.html
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/comment/faith/article5292254.ece
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/comment/faith/article5292254.ece
http://www.russiatoday.com/news/news/34307/video
http://librarium.orthodoxy.ru/orthonews.htm
http://www.skete.info/
mailto:rusmnch@att.net

The Holy Great-Martyr Catherine

The Holy Great Martyr Catherine was the daughter of
Constus, the governor of Alexandrian Egypt during the
reign of the emperor Maximian (305-313). Living in the
capital, the center of Hellenistic knowledge, and
possessed of a rare beauty and intellect, Catherine
received an excellent education, studying the works of
the greatest philosophers and teachers of antiquity.
Young men from the most worthy families of the empire
sought the hand of the beautiful Catherine, but she was
not interested in any of them. She told her parents that
she would enter into marriage only with someone who
surpassed her in nobility, wealth, comeliness and
wisdom.

Catherine's mother, a secret Christian, sent her to her
own spiritual Father, a saintly Elder living in a cave
outside the city, for advice. After listening to Catherine,
the Elder said that he knew of a Youth who surpassed
her in everything. "His countenance is more radiant than
the shining of the sun, and all of creation is governed by
His wisdom. His riches are given to all the nations of the
world, yet they never diminish. His compassion is
unequaled." The Elder, of course, was referring to
Christ.

This description of the Heavenly Bridegroom produced in
the soul of the holy maiden an ardent desire to see Him.
"If you do as | tell you," said the monk, "you will gaze
upon the countenance of this illustrious man." In parting,
the Elder handed Catherine an icon of the Theotokos
with the divine Child Jesus on Her arm and told her to
pray with faith to the Queen of Heaven, the Mother of the
Heavenly Bridegroom, and She would hear Catherine
and grant her heart's desire.

At that time the emperor Maximian was in Alexandria for
a pagan festival. Therefore, the celebration was
especially splendid and crowded. The cries of the
sacrificial animals, the smoke and the smell of the
sacrifices, the endless blazing of fires, and the bustling
crowds at the arenas defiled the city of Alexandria.
Human victims also were brought: the confessors of
Christ, those who would not deny Him under torture.
They were condemned to death in the fire. The saint's
love for the Christian martyrs and her fervent desire to
ease their sufferings compelled Catherine to speak to
the pagan priest and to the emperor Maximian.

Introducing herself, the saint confessed her faith in the
One True God and with wisdom exposed the errors of
the pagans. The beauty of the maiden captivated the
emperor. In order to convince her and to show the
superiority of pagan wisdom, the emperor ordered fifty of
the most learned philosophers and rhetoricians of the
Empire to dispute with her, but the saint got the better of
the wise men, so that they came to believe in Christ
themselves. St Catherine made the Sign of the Cross
over the martyrs, and they bravely accepted death for
Christ and were burned alive by order of the emperor.

Maximian tried to entice Catherine with the promise of
riches and fame. Receiving an angry refusal, the
emperor gave orders to subject the saint to terrible
tortures and then throw her in prison.

The Empress Augusta, who had heard much about the
saint, wanted to see her. She prevailed upon the military
commander Porphyrius to accompany her to the prison
with a detachment of soldiers. The empress was
impressed by the strong spirit of St Catherine, whose
face was radiant with divine grace. The holy martyr
explained the Christian teaching to them, and they were
converted to Christ.

Maximian again tried to entice the holy martyr, proposing
marriage to her, and he was refused. St Catherine firmly
confessed her fidelity to the heavenly Bridegroom Christ,
and with a prayer to Him she herself lay her head on the
block beneath the executioner's sword for beheading.

The relics of St Catherine were taken by the angels to
Mount Sinai. In the sixth century,, the venerable head
and left hand of the holy martyr were found through a
revelation and transferred with honor to a newly-
constructed church of the Sinai monastery, built by the
holy Emperor Justinian (November 14).

* * * *

Kak yxpenuts ce6s B Liepku?

PykoB0ACTBOM JyXOBHOI'O OTILIA, TIOCTOSIHHON C HUM
CBsA3bI0, YaCThIM HpI/I6eFaHI/IeM K TanHCTBaM,
TIIATEIHHBIM K HUM IIPUTOTOBJICHUEM, ITOCEIIEHUEM
OoroCITy>KeHHSI, TOMAIITHEH MOJIUTBOU, €KEeTHEBHBIM
YTCHUCM EBaHFeHI/IH, YTCHHUEM KHUT PEJIMTUO3HOT'O
coJiepKaHusi, COOTIOICHUEM TPA3THUKOB U TOCTOB
[IEPKOBHOTO T0/1a, IPYKOOH 1 OOIIEHUEM C JIFOIEMHU
BEPYIONTUMH ¥ IIEPKOBHBIMH.

Christmas Flower Donation

Please consider a donation for flowers to adorn
the church for the Nativity celebration.

In memory/honor of




