Russian Orthodox Church of the
Resurrection of Christ
1201 Hathaway Lane NE
Minneapolis, MN 55432-5720

Phone: 763-574-1001 / Fax 763-574-7560
web site: www.skete.info/ email: rusmnch@att.ne

Nativity Services
Christmas Eve,
Tuesday, Jan. 6, 6:30 PM
Christmas Day
Wednesday, Jan. 7, 10 AM

Schedule for the Week of December 14 - 20, 2008

Sunday Prophet Nahum

Dec 14

Thursday Vigil for St. Nicholas

Dec 18 6:30 PM Service

Friday St. Nicholas

Dec 19 9:00 AM Service

Saturday 5:30 PM Vigil

Dec 20

Sunday St Patapius of Thebes

Dec 21 8:30 AM Nocturns, Confessions

9:00 AM Liturgy / Jlutyprus

Mputya o BeaymHom Boraye
(6eceda Ha Jik. 12,16-21)

O6pallasch Kk 4enoBeKy, KOTOpbI 3agymarl
cBoe 6oraTCcTBO XpaHuUTb, CITIOBHO OHO
HEeOTbLEMNEMO OT Hero, XpucToc roBOpuT:
«Be3ymHbIN, B 3Ty HOYb TBOHO KN3Hb NOTPEOYOT OT
Tebs1 obpaTHO — 1 yTO TOrAa?»

3a nneyamu Kaxkgoro U3 Hac CTOUT cMepTb, 1 00
3TOM HanoMunHaeT Ham EBaHrenune Ha kaxgom
wary. Ho HanomuHaeT Ham He s TOro, YToobI
ucnyratb CMepTbto, a YTOObI NPUAATHL XU3HK
HOBYIO, UHa4e COBEPLLUEHHO HeoCAraemyto
rnybuHy. Mbl )XKMBEM NOBEPXHOCTHO, Mbl XXMBEM
OECKOHEYHbIM KONTIMYECTBOM BELLEN, KOTOPbIE
CINULLKOM MESIKM Aaxe Ans Hallero 4enoBe4YeCcoko
cepaua, gaxe ans yenoseyeckoro yma. CKOMnbko y
YyenoBeKa 3a OAWH OEHb €ro XU3HM NpoxoauT
MbICnen nycThlX, 6ecuenbHbIX, 6ecnnogHbIX.
CKonbKo YyBCTB YepeayeTca Apyr 3a ApYrom B
aylle, He OCTaBIsAs HUKAKOro rnybokoro creaa,
NPOCTO Tak, MPOXOLAT HanNpacHO, Kak Ty4n No
netHemy Heby. OTO BCE CRMLLKOM MESNKO ANs
yeroBeKka, TO ecTb ANSA KaXaoro u3 Hac, u Focnoab
HaM NOCTOSIHHO HanoMnHaeT 1 B CBoeM
EBaHrenun, n XXnsHbto, YTO CMepTb TakK
yaMBUTENBbHO Bnn3Kka, 1 TONMbKO OHA MOXET
NnoCTaBUTb BELUW Ha MeCTO. (Mum. AHmoHul
Cypoxckuli)

CeatutenbHukonan,
Apxuenuckon Mup Jinkunckux, yyaotsopeL

Ceatutenb Hukonam pogwuncs B ropoge NMatape
B Manon Asuun (HbelHe — TeppuTtopusa Typuumn). U
OblNn €UHCTBEHHbIM CbIHOM Graro4ecTmBbIX
pooutenen ®eocaHa n HoHHbl. C geTckux net oH
npeycnesan B YtTeHun boxxecTBeHHoOro MNMucaHus un
MOnnTBE, CTaB BMOCMNEeACTBUN CBALLIEHHUKOM, a
3aTtem — 1 enuckornom ropoga Mup JInknnckmx.

Kutune ceatntens Hukonasa coxpaHuno ansa Hac
MHOXeCTBO OMMUCaHWNn He TONbKO ero Yyaec,
coBepllaeMbix 6narogatHon cunon boxuen, Ho 1
€ro HeobbIYaMHOro MUITIOCEPANS K NI0OAM,
CTpemMsieHns NnoMoYb MM. YyaecHbiM 06pasom oH
cnacan ytonawLimx B Mope, n3baBnsin HEBUHHO
OCY>XAEHHLIX OT CMEPTU, NOMOrarl HY>XAaoLWMMCS U1
ckopbGALWwMM.

Mocne ero npaBegHON KOHYUHBI (OKkoro 345-351
rogoe no PoxgecteBe XpnCTOBOM) CBATbIE MOLLN
yrogHuka boxus coxpaHnnucb HETNEHHbIMU U
nctoyanu 4yygecHoe Mmpo, OT KOTOPOro MHOXECTBO
nogen nony4vano ucuenenne. B 1087 rogy B
CBSI31 C YrPO30M HALLECTBUS MyCyJibMaH MOLLM
cBaTutens Hukonasa 6binim NnepeHeceHbl B ropos
Bap (Bapu) B KOxxHOM WTanuu, rae oHu noumsaroT v
MOHbIHE.

OnbIT NpaBocnaBHoOro GrnaroyecTums
CBMAETENbCTBYET O TOM, YTO U B HALUW OHU
cBaATUTENb HUKonam npegcraTtensCTBOM CBOUM
coBepLlaeT MHOXECTBO Yydec B MOMOLLb
MOMALLMMCS eMy; HE Cry4YariHO OH — NtobumMenLnn
CBATOW PYCCKOro Hapopaa.

Saint Nicholas

The name of the great saint of God, the hierarch and
wonderworker Nicholas, a speedy helper and suppliant
for all hastening to him, is famed in every corner of the
earth, in many lands and among many peoples. In Russia
there are a multitude of cathedrals, monasteries and
churches consecrated in his name. There is, perhaps, not
a single city without a church dedicated to him.

The first Russian Christian prince Askold (+ 882) was
baptized in 866 by Patriarch Photius (February 6) with
the name Nicholas. Over the grave of Askold, St. Olga
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(July 11) built the first temple of St. Nicholas in the
Russian Church at Kiev. Primary cathedrals were
dedicated to St. Nicholas at Izborsk, Ostrov, Mozhaisk,
and Zaraisk. At Novgorod the Great, one of the main
churches of the city, the Nikolo-Dvorischensk church,
later became a cathedral.

Famed and venerable churches and monasteries
dedicated to St. Nicholas are found at Kiev, Smolensk,
Pskov, Toropetsa, Galich, Archangelsk, Great Ustiug,
Tobolsk. Moscow had dozens of churches named for the
saint, and also three monasteries in the Moscow diocese:
the Nikolo-Greek (Staryi) in the Chinese-quarter, the
Nikolo-Perervinsk and the Nikolo-Ugreshsk. One of the
chief towers of the Kremlin was named the Nikolsk.

Many of the churches devoted to the saint were those
established at market squares by Russian merchants, sea-
farers and those who traveled by land, venerating the
wonderworker Nicholas as a protector of all those
journeying on dry land and sea. They sometimes
received the name among the people of "Nicholas
soaked."

Many village churches in Russia were dedicated to the
wonderworker Nicholas, venerated by peasants as a
merciful intercessor before the Lord for all the people in
their work. And in the Russian land St. Nicholas did not
cease his intercession. Ancient Kiev preserves the
memory about the miraculous rescue of a drowning
infant by the saint. The great wonderworker, hearing the
grief-filled prayers of the parents for the loss of their
only child, took the infant from the waters, revived him
and placed him in the choir-loft of the church of Holy
Wisdom (Hagia Sophia) before his wonderworking icon.
In the morning the infant was found safe by his thrilled
parents, praising St. Nicholas the Wonderworker.

Many wonderworking icons of St. Nicholas appeared in
Russia and came also from other lands. There is the
ancient Byzantine embordered image of the saint,
brought to Moscow from Novgorod, and the large icon
painted in the thirteenth century by a Novgorod master.
Two depictions of the wonderworker are especially
numerous in the Russian Church: St. Nicholas of
Zaraisk, portrayed in full-length, with his right hand
raised in blessing and with a Gospel (this image was
brought to Ryazan in 1225 by the Byzantine Princess
Eupraxia, the future wife of Prince Theodore. She
perished in 1237 with her husband and infant son during
the incursion of Batu); and St. Nicholas of Mozhaisk,
also in full stature, with a sword in his right hand and a
city in his left. This recalls the miraculous rescue of the
city of Mozhaisk from an invasion of enemies, through
the prayers of the saint. It is impossible to list all the
grace-filled icons of St. Nicholas, or to enumerate all his
miracles.

St. Nicholas is the patron of travelers, and we pray to
him for deliverance from floods, poverty, or any
misfortunes. He has promised to help those who
remember his parents, Theophanes and Nonna.

Light Bulb

Cartoonists often picture people who have ideas
as having light bulbs over their heads. When
someone suddenly understands what was previously
a mystery to him, we say that he has “seen the light.”
And that’s just what God’s word does for us. The
“light of the glorious Gospel of Christ” illuminates our
lives (2 Cor. 4:4). It helps us understand why people
act and react the way they do. God'’s word actually
turns on a light in our hearts and minds, giving us
understanding of heavenly truth.

We understand ourselves better because we see
our weaknesses and strengths, our foibles, our needs
outlined in God’s word. The Psalmist specified that
God’s word gives light to all (Ps. 119; 130). “The
entrance of Thy words gives light; it gives
understanding to the simple.” It is a comfort to know
that the Bible was not written only for intellectuals or
for scholarly people or for theologians, but also for
those who are quite average and look to God’s word
for enlightenment.

Many of us would like to do great things in our
lives; whereas, all that God requires of us is that we
do the best we can, where we are, with what we
have. He asks not success but faithfulness.

Christmas Flower Donation

Please consider a donation for flowers to adorn
the church for the Nativity celebration.

In memory/honor of




