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Nativity Services
Christmas Eve,
Tuesday, Jan. 6, 6:30 PM
Christmas Day
Wednesday, Jan. 7, 10 AM

Schedule for the Week of December 28, 2008 — January 3, 2009

Sunday
Dec 28

Friday
Jan 2

Saturday
Jan 3

Sunday
Jan 4

Tuesday
Jan 6

Wednesday

Jan 7

Thursday
Jan 8

Holy Forefathers / Csareix [Ipaoren

Choir Rehearsal at Skete
7:30 PM

Choir Rehearsal at Skete
2:00 PM
5:30 PM Vigil

Holy Fathers / CsB. Orert
Sunday before Nativity

8:30 AM Nocturns, Confessions
9:00 AM Liturgy / JIutyprus

This will take place at,
1201 Hathaway Lane:
CouenbHUK
9:00 AM Royal Hours / Yacsr
Divine Liturgy / JIutyprus
Lighting of Nativity Candle

This will take place at St. Mary’s
Church, 1701 5" St NE, Mpls 55413
6:30 PM Vigil

PoxnectBo Xpucrono / The
Nativity of Christ
This will take place at St. Mary’s
Church, 1701 5" St NE, Mpls 55413:
10:00 AM Divine Liturgy / Jlutyprus
General Brunch after Liturgy

Synaxis of the Theotokos
9:00 AM Liturgy / Jlutyprus

IIpuTya 0 3BaHBIX HA Beyepro

(6ecena Ha JIk. 14,16-24)

KoHuaercs cerogHsiinee eBaHreIbCKOS YTEHUE
OYEHb CTPAIIHBIMU CIOBaMH: «MHOTO
MPU3BAaHHBIX, @ MaJI0 U30pPaHHBIXY. ... ['ocIOb,
KoTopsrit coTBOpHI MHP TSI TOTO, 9TOOBI
MOJECIUTRLCSA C HUM BEUHOM, boxkecTBeHHOM
paoCThIO, BCTPEYAETCS, OJTHAKO, B ’TOM MHUpE C

XOJIOAHBIM 0TKa30M. OH IPU3bIBAaET BCEX — HO
n30panue 3aBUCHUT OT Hac. OH BCEX COTBOPUII
TM000BBIO TSl PaOCTU U Be4HOM KU3HU — HO MBI
JIOJKHBI OTBETUTH JII0OOBBIO Ha JIIOOOBHL U BOUTH B
Ty paloCTh, KOTOPYIO HaM mpeanaraet ['ocnons. U
KapTHUHA, KOTOPasi HAM J1a€TCS B CETOAHSIITHEM
EBanrenuu, Takas mpoctasi U Tak TOYHO OIKCHIBAET
BCE COCTOSTHUS HaIlIEH AYIH, BCE TPUYUHBI, TIO
KOTOpbIM HaM Ha bora HeT BpeMeHu, K BEUHOCTH
HET UHTEepecs.

...Marno u3bpaHHbIX HE TOTOMY, 4yTo bor cTporo
BBIOMpAET, HO MOTOMY, 4TO OH Majo KOro HaXOAUT
nocroitabiM Cebs, a MOTOMY, YTO MaJIO KTO
HaxoauT bora TOCTOMHEIM TOrO, YTOOKI
MOCTYNHTHCS KJIIOUKOM 3€MJIM, 4aCOM TpyJa,
MTHOBEHHUEM JIaCKU. MHOTr0 npu3BaHHbIX... Bce Mbl
npusBanbl! KTo ke u3 Hac or3oBeTrca? JlocratouHo
Ha JII0OOBb OTBETUTH JIFOOOBBIO, YTOOBI BOMTH B MUP
BEUHOCTH, B )kM3Hb. Heykenu Mbl HE OTBETUM Ha
Boxuro 1100086 oxqauM citoBoM: JIroomaro Teos,
Tocnomu!»?  (Mum. Aumonuii Cypoocckuit)

SUNDAY OF THE HOLY FOREFATHERS

On this Sunday the Church commemorates the Holy
Forefathers, i.e. the earthly ancestors of our Lord Jesus
Christ, beginning with the first man, Adam, and on
through Seth, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob,
King David, and others. These ancient people, separated
from us by millennia, nevertheless have a direct and
close bearing upon us, contemporary Orthodox
Christians.

What connection is there between them and us? In
general, the Church brings them to our attention now,
right before Christmas, largely because of their faith -
their belief in the promise given by God to Adam during
his expulsion from the garden of Eden, that in the end a
Savior will come into the world and will redeem
mankind from original sin. All the forefathers, who
lived on earth long before the birth of Christ, lived and
burned with this faith, never allowing it to be
extinguished. They are a shining example to us, who are
living on earth after the incarnation of our Lord. Just like
those ancient people we, too, have never actually seen
Christ: they only knew that He would come into the
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world, while we know that He did come into the world.
But they firmly believed in His coming and their faith
was justified.

We are expected to have even greater faith. We must
believe that the Lord was, and 1is, and will be; that He
lived on earth as a man; that through His Church He
remains with us constantly; and that He will again return
to earth to judge mankind. But for such a faith the Lord
Himself promises us eternal bliss. When Jesus Christ
appeared before the doubting Apostle Thomas, who
could not believe in the Lord's resurrection unless he
actually touched Christ's wounds, and upon touching
them cried out: "My Lord and my God!", then the Lord
said to the apostle: "Because thou hast seen Me, thou
hast believed; but blessed are they that have not seen,
and yet have believed."

But apart from faith there is something else that binds us
closely with the ancient forefathers - and that is their
faithfulness to the awaited Messiah. They lived
surrounded by a pagan world, a world which did not yet
know Christ, but which had already rejected God. We
too, dear brethren, live in a similar and even worse
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situation. For nineteen centuries after the birth of Christ
the world lived with Christ and the Christian culture, but
in the 20th century an abrupt change took place. We now
live in a post-Christian era, in a world that has once
again become totally immersed in paganism.

We often hear mention of the arrival of a "new age."
However, there is nothing new in this "new age" except
for its more modern form. It is the same old rejection of
God and even negation of God, and moreover, a
complete rejection of Christ and profanation of Christ.
Most Christians do not even see how they are perverting
their Christian faith in trying to modernize it, and how
they are betraying Christ in attempting to unite with the
religions of His persecutors and abusers.

And so, dear brethren, against the background of this
horrifying world, let us remember not only the faith of
the Holy Forefathers, but also their faithfulness to Christ
the Savior; and as we prepare very soon to celebrate His
Nativity, let us turn away from the paganism that
surrounds us, and let us witness our total devotion and
loyalty to the One Who said: "Lo, I am with you until
the end of time." Amen. (Father Rostislav Sheniloff)

Christmas Donation

Please consider a donation () for flowers to adorn
the church for the Nativity celebration or () for
maintenance of the church building

In memory/honor of




