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Schedule for the Week of January 20 - 26, 2008

Sunday Afterfeast of Theophany

Jan 20 Sobor of St. John the Baptist
8:30 AM Nocturns, Confessions
9:00 AM Liturgy / Jlutyprus

Saturday  5:30 PM Vigil
Jan 26
Sunday Otnanue borossienue

Jan 27 Leave-taking of Theophany
8:30 AM Nocturns, Confessions
9:00 AM Liturgy / Jlutyprus

BorosiBiienne

B stot nenp LepkoBb nmpazanyer Kpemenue
Tl'ocnona Nucyca Xpucra B peke MopaaH.
Hezanonro no atoro Hapoxny siBuica Moanx
[Ipenreda, mpomoBeays, uro npubIm3mIoch LlapcTBo
Boxwue u uro ms gocroitHoro nmpuHsatus Ero (peus B
nepByto ouepenpb nuta o Camom Xpucre, Koroperit
npuHec u siBua B Camom Cebe 310 LlapcTBo) HyXHO
MTOKASTHCSI U KPECTUTHCS KPelleHNeM MTOKasHUS BO
OCTAaBJICHHE I'PEXOB. MOXKET BO3HUKHYTh
3aKOHOMEpHBIN BOINPOC: 3a4eM Ke TOra
0e3rpenHblii XpUCTOC MPUCTYTAET K 3TOMY
kpemieauto? Jlemo B ToM, 4To OH IPUXOJNT K
WoanHy He JJis NOKasiHUS U HE JUIS TOTO, YTOOBI
MOJTyYUTh MPOIIEHHE IPEeX0B, KOTOphIX y Hero Her, a
IUTSI TOTO, - Kak ToBOpHUT cB. deodunakt bonrapckuid,
- yTo6b1 MoanH o0bsBmI 0 Hem Hapony. Ilockonbky
MHOTHE CTEKIIUCH Ty/a, TO OJIArOBOJIMII ITPHIATH,
YTOOBI 3aCBUICTEIHCTBOBAHY OBITH Pl MHOTUMH,
Kto Omn, a BMecTe u 7151 TOr0, YTOOBI UCITOIHUTE
«BCSIKYIO MpaBAy», TO €CTh Bce 3anoBean 3akoHa. He
nMest HUKaKoro rpexa, ucyc, B oTiiM4Yue OT Ipyrux
monei, «rotdacy (Md. 3,16), BBIIENT U3 BOIBI.

O boroseiaenckuoii Boae

B naBeuepue npasznnuka borosiBienus, paBHO Kak
U B caM J€Hb 3TOTr'0 TOPXKECTBa, B [IpaBocnaBHbIX
[lepkBax ¢ APEBHOCTH COBEPIIAETCS TaK Ha3bIBAEMOE
«Benukoe ocpsiieHre BoJib». HeBepHO
MpeACTaBICHUE, UTO BOAA, OcBslIeHHas B HaBeuepue

BorosiBnenus, 4eM-To OTITUYAETCS OT BOJIBI
Kpemenckoit. IlocnenoBanue, T.€. MOJIUTBHI,
YUTAEMBIC B KXKIBIM U3 3TUX JHEH, - a0COII0THO
onuHakoBbl. CoBepiaercs Benukoe ocBsiieHue
TOJIBKO JIBa pa3a B rojl, COOTBETCTBEHHO B HaBeuepue
1 Ha BOFOHBHCHI/IG, B XpaM€ UJIK Y UICTOUYHHKA BOJEI,
B OTJIMYKE OT MaJIOTO OCBSILIEHHUS, KOTOPOE MOXKHO
COBEpIIATh €XEIHEBHO HE TOJIBKO B IIEPKBH, HO U, K
MpUMepY, B 9aCTHBIX IoMax. C MepBOXPUCTHAHCKIX
BpeMeH Ha borosiBiienue, a taxxe Ha [lacxy n
[IaTunecsaTHUILY, OBLIO IPUHSITO KPECTUTH
OrjameHHbIX. i 3Toro B ojaHOYb, 32 BceHONTHBIM
OlleHHEeM, COBEPIIIANIOCh OCBsIeHUE BOJbl. CBT.
Hoann 3naToycT CBUACTENBCTBYET, UTO U3
OnarovecTusi Cpefil XpUCTHAH YTBEPIUIICS OObIYail
HaOUPaTh ATOH BOJBI M IPUHOCHUTH TOMOH KaK
0JIaroCJIOBEHHE, COXPAHSS €€ B TCUCHHUE BCEro rojia.
[lo3aHee ocBsimieHNe BOABI OTACIUIOCH OT
KpEIIeHUs, XOTS U COXPaHUIO MHOTHE €ro
ocobeHHocTd. Tpanuius ke IpUHUMATh aruacMy
(Tak Ha3pIBaeTCs OCBsIIeHHAs Ha borosBnenue Boia)
Y IPUHOCHTH €€ TOMOH TSl OCBSIIICHHUS
COXpaHWJIACh.

YTBepaunace Tpaaulusg NIPUHUMATEH aruacMy
HATOIIAK WU JIaxke, ¢ OJIarocIiOBeHHsI TyXOBHHKA,
ronocTuBIMUCh. OCOOEHHO MOJIE3HO IPUHUMATD ATy
BOJy BO BpeMs OOJIC3HHU, OTTACHOCTH M T.II.

Schedule your House Blessings

If you desire to have your house blessed at this time of
year, which is our custom following the Feast of
Theophany of the Lord, please leave your name and your
phone number.

Father John will contact you to set up a time for blessing
your home. Thank you!

Name:

Telephone #

Best time to call: (AM/PM)



mailto:rusmnch@att.net

HOMILY FOR THE BAPTISM
OF OUR LORD

Have you noticed, dear brethren, how the Church
ties in our lives with church life, with events in the
life of Christ? During the days of Christ's
Nativity we knelt before the manger of Christ, we
became the sons of God. Then, beginning the civil
New Year, a new circle of time which brings us
ever closer to eternity, we were summoned to
renew ourselves too, to renew our souls, cleansing
them of sin and passion, to renew our hearts, filling
them with virtue and love for God and our
brethren.

And now today the Church calls us to the shores of
the river Jordan, where the great sacrament of
Theophany, or the appearance of God, will be
revealed to us. Today, dear brethren, we are
celebrating the great feast of the Baptism of our
Lord Jesus Christ. And we must understand it
properly, we must properly prepare ourselves.

The holy Evangelist Mark describes the event very
briefly and simply: "And it came to pass in those
days that Jesus came from Nazareth and was
baptized by John in the Jordan. And straightway,
coming out of the water, John saw the heavens
opening, and the Spirit descending upon Jesus like
a dove. And there came a voice from heaven,
saying: Thou art my beloved Son, in Whom I am
well pleased."

This sparse description reveals to us, however, the
depth of our salvation. First of all, for the first time
in the history of mankind, the Lord God shows
Himself fully; that is, He openly reveals the
mystery of Himself as God the Trinity. For this
reason the holiday is also called Theophany.

In the Old Testament, the people of Israel were
primarily exposed to the fact of One God, in order
to closely guard this principle in the midst of the
paganism of the surrounding peoples. But even in
those days there were hints of the tri-unity of God.
Thus, for example, the Lord appeared to Abraham
in the guise of three angels or three strangers. And
in the Book of Genesis Moses describes the
creation of man by saying: "And God created man
in His image"; but earlier, while holding council
over this matter, God says: "Let Us create man in
Our image and in Our likeness."

And now, in the New Testament, the Lord finally
reveals Himself openly -- in the feast of
Theophany. We witness the Trinity: God the
Father gives His blessing from heaven, God the
Son is baptized for our salvation in the river
Jordan, and God the Holy Spirit descends as a
dove, the symbol of meekness and purity.

In the feast of Nativity, the Church pointed out to
us that, since the Savior of the world has been born
on earth, there is salvation for us, we all have the
opportunity to be saved. Now, in the feast of
Theophany the Church shows us how to achieve
this salvation: just as people once came to John the
Baptist, and were baptized in the waters of Jordan
and were cleansed of their sins, so we should come
to the church of Christ and purify ourselves
through church sacraments. And in order to help
us, and also as tangible proof of the grace of God,
there is the great blessing of water on the feast of
Theophany.

By His Baptism the Lord Jesus Christ drowned our
sins and blessed the very element of water. Thus,
when the priest blesses any water, the grace of the
Holy Spirit descends upon it, and this formerly
plain water becomes a source of healing and
salvation for us; and when we are baptized, it even
washes away our sins. But the rite of blessing
water in honor of the Lord's Baptism is called the
Great Blessing of the Water because of the truly
great power which Epiphany water possesses.
While blessing this water and summoning the
unique grace of the Holy Spirit upon it, the priest
prays that all who drink this water be cleansed in
body and spirit, that they be healed of illness, and
that they keep this water for the blessing of their
homes.

Make sure to come to church, dear brethren, on the
day of the Baptism of our Lord, in order to become
participants in the great mystery of the revelation
of God as Trinity, and in order to receive the
visible grace of the water of Epiphany. . Amen.
(Father Rostislav Sheniloff)



