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Schedule for the Week of January 27 - February 2, 2008

Sunday Otnanue borossienmne

Jan 27 Leave-taking of Theophany
8:30 AM Nocturns, Confessions
9:00 AM Liturgy / Jlutyprust

Saturday  5:30 PM Vigil

Feb 2
Sunday St. Maximos the Confessor
Feb 3 8:30 AM Nocturns, Confessions

9:00 AM Liturgy / Jlutyprus

Moment Kpemenusi 'ociogus

MowmenTt Kpemenus ['ocnogHst — oauH U3 cambIX
CTpAIlIHBIX U TParHYeCKUX MOMEHTOB Ero »u3HH.
PoxxmecTBO — 3TO MrHOBEHHE, Korna bor, mo CBoeit
JI0OBH K YENOBEKY KETaIOLINi CIIaCTH HAC OT
BEYHOM MOTMBEIH, 00JIEKAETCS B UEIOBEUECKYIO
IUIOTh, KOT/Ia TUIOTH YeJIoBeYecKast IPOHU3bIBACTCA
BoxxectBoM, Kora 0OHOBIISIETCSl OHA, AeTaeTcs
BEYHOM, YUCTOM, CBETO3apHOM, TON ITIJIOTHIO, KOTOpas
nytem Kpecra, Bockpecenus, Bo3necenus csuer
onecHyto bora nu Otua. Ho B nens Kpemenus
IN'ocnogns 3aBepiaeTcsa STOT NOATOTOBUTENBHBIN
IyTh: TeIepsh, Co3peBIIuil y)xe B CBoeM
yesioBeuecTBe I'ocnonp, JOCTUTIIHN TOJTHON MEPBI
Caoeti 3penoctu Yenosek Nucyc Xpucroc,
COCIMHUBIIUNCS COBEPIICHHOH JIFOOOBBIO 1
COBEpIIEHHBIM MOCTyIIaHueM ¢ Bojeit Otia, uaet
BOJILHOH BOJIeH, CBOOOIHO UCTIONHUTD TO, YTO
[Ipenseunsiii CoBer npennauepran. Tenepb
Yenosek NMucyc XpucToc 3Ty II0Th NIPUHOCHUT B
YKEPTBY M B Jjap He ToJIbKO bory, HO BceMy
4ejoBeuecTBy, OepeT Ha CBOM IIEUN BECh yKac
YeJI0BEYECKOT0 IPexa, YeIOBEUYECKOTO MaCHNs, U
OKYHAeTCsI B 3TH BOJIbI, KOTOpbIE SBISIOTCS TETEePh
BOJAaMH CMEPTH, 00pa3oM MOrudenu, HecyT B cebe
BCE 3J10, BECh fAJ] U BCIO CMEPTh IPEXOBHYIO. (Mum.
Anmonuti Cypooicckuii)

Feb. 15 (Friday): Presentation / Cperenue
March 10 Great Lent Starts
April 27 Pascha / Ilacxa

Thank yow!

To each and every one of you who helped and
assisted in our Nativity celebration.

To the singers who labor at rehearsals to
prepare for the feast

To the Sisterhood who arranged all the
background needs and who prepared a most
delicious meal following the Nativity Liturgy

To all of you members and friends who
volunteered your time, efforts and energies in
transporting, setting up, and in cleaning the
church after the festivities.

Cnacu Bac Tocnoou!

Schedule your House Blessings

If you desire to have your house blessed at this time
of year, which is our custom following the Feast of
Theophany of the Lord, please leave your name and
your phone number.

Father John will contact you to set up a time for
blessing your home. Thank you!

Name:

Telephone #

Best time to call: (AM/PM)



mailto:rusmnch@att.net

PapHoanoctonrHas Huna,
[IpocBeTuTenpuuma ['py3un

Casaras Huna ponunace B Kannanokuu B 3HaTHOR
u OnaroyecTuBOi cembe. Ele B 0TpouecTBe MBICIb
ee 0OCTaHOBWJIACh Ha CyAb0e xuToHa ["ocmoHero, 1
OHa CTPAcCTHO BO3KeJaJla HAlTH CBATBIHIO.

[Tonyuus gynecHsIM 0Opa3oMm oT boromarepu
KpECT U3 BUHOTPAIHBIX JIO3 U NIOBEJICHUE UATH B
WBepulickyro cTpaHsl ISl €BaHI€JILCKOIO
OnaroBecTBOBaHUs, cB. HuHa otnpaBunace u3
Hepycanuma B I'py3uro uckath CBATONW XUTOH U
yuuTh Hapoa XpuctoBy EBanrenuro. IIpu nomoniu
Boxueit apxuenuckon Aatnoxuiickuii Edcraduit
BMecTe ¢ HuHOM 3a HECKOIIBKO JIET MPOCBETHIIH
HBepuiickyto cTpaHy, BIPBaB €€ U3 ThMBI
H0JIOMOKIOHCTBA.

ITo npenanuto, Huna Hamna ToIeKo MeECTO, TO
€CTh MOTHJIY, B KOTOPOW BMECTE C yMEpIIIEeH JAeBulen
Cunonueii Oblia 3apbiTa U pusa ['ocnogus.

OpHa *eHIMHA ¢ TPOMKHM IJlaueéM HOCHJIa 10
yJIMIaM Fopozia CBOETO yMHUPAIOLIETo peOeHUKa,
B3bIBast O MOMOINK. B3sB OonbHOE AnTa, CBATAS
Huna nonoxwuna ero Ha cBoe, yCTpOEHHOE U3
JIUCTBEB, JOXKE; TOMOJIMBILNCEH, OHA BO3JIOKMIA HA
MaJIOTKY CBOHM KPECT U3 BUHOTPAJHBIX JIO3 U TIOTOM
BO3BpaTHJiIa €ro IJIaKaBIIeld MaTepH KUBBIM U
3IIPOBBIM.

After Christ was baptized, the first words that He said
were: 'Repent for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand'.
Why? Because after we have been baptized, we are
always tempted and the only way to end temptation is to
repent. But what exactly do these words mean? What is
repentance? What is the Kingdom of Heaven?

In order to understand the meaning of the word
repentance, we must first understand the nature of the
opposite of repentance, the reason for repentance - sin.
Sin comes to us in three stages.

Firstly, we have a thought, a temptation towards evil.
Secondly, we entertain that thought and imagine its
attraction until it becomes irresistible. Thirdly we act on
that thought that we have entertained. These are the
three stages of sin.

Repentance also has three stages.

Firstly, our consciences are pricked, we have the
thought that what we have done is bad. Secondly, we
entertain that consciousness and develop it until action
becomes irresistible. Thirdly, we act. These are the
three stages of repentance.

Repentance then is not just an idea, a thought, it is
above all an action. Repentance is a change of mind

which leads to a practical and visible change in our way
of life.

Yes, it is true, that often we seem to come to confession
with the same sins as before. Yes, it is true, that often
we seem to make no progress, that although we have
done wrong yet again, we have no tears, no depth of
repentance to make us change our way of life. However,
this should not mean that we lose hope, that we despair.
That would be to fall to another temptation of the
demon, the thought that we are unable to repent and that
all our efforts are futile. Merely coming to confession
and saying that we are weak, that we have done wrong
yet again, that our repentance lacks depth, is an act of
repentance in itself. As the Gospel says, we must
forgive even unto seven times seventy. Moreover, by
continued repentance and the determination to repent,
eventually depth of repentance and tears will come to
us.

If this is repentance, what then is the Kingdom of
Heaven?

Firstly, the Kingdom of Heaven was Christ Himself
Who spoke these words to the people of that time,
before whom He stood. The Kingdom of Heaven was
indeed at hand, for He stood before them.

Secondly, the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand in another
sense and stands before us in the here and now. The
Kingdom of Heaven is here and now, but it depends on
our willingness to accept Christ and His Holiness,
Mercy and Grace. At this very moment each one of us is
in fact able to meet God and enter into His eternal joy,
but only if we wish to do so through deep repentance.
The joy of the Kingdom of Heaven, simply the state of
contentment with God, our well-being, is open to all
who wish to accept Christ, the Word of God.

Yes, it is true that our well-being does to some extent
depend on whether we have a job, a roof over our
heads, enough money to pay our way in the world. But
none of these things is absolutely essential, for there are
people who have all these things but are still unhappy,
they do not have the Kingdom of Heaven. And there are
people who have none of these things and yet they are
happy, they have the Kingdom of Heaven.

In other words the presence of the Kingdom of Heaven
depends ultimately not on our external circumstances
but on ourselves, on our interior disposition, on our
ability to repent. Indeed it is only if we repent that the
Kingdom of Heaven at hand.

May God grant us the desire for that repentance.

(excerpted from Orthodox England)



