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Schedule for the Week of February 24 — Mar 1, 2008

Sunday Sunday of the Prodigal Son
Feb 24 Henens o 6iryaHOM CBIHE

Saturday  5:15 PM Panihida / Pogutensckas Cy60.
Mar 1 5:30 PM Vigil

Sunday Meatfare Sunday

Mar 2 MsconycTHast, O CTPaIIHOM CYIE
8:30 AM Nocturns, Confessions
9:00 AM Liturgy / JIutyprus

Mpwnuta o bnyaHom Cuxe
(6ecena Ha Jlk. 15,11-32)

OTa mpuTya ... J&KHUT B CaMOU CepIILIeBUHE
XPUCTUAHCKOM TYXOBHOCTH W Halllel ®KU3HU BO XPUCTE,
B HEH 4elIoBEK M300pakeH B TOT CaMbIi MOMEHT, KOTJ[a
OH oTBOpauuBaetcs oT bora u ocrasiser Ero, uTo0b!
CJIEZIOBATh COOCTBEHHBIM ITYTEM B «3EMITIO TYKIYION,
IJIe HaJICETCS HAWTE MOHOTY, IPEU30BITOK JKU3HU.
...ITpex e Bcero, 3T0 BOBCE HE MPHUTYA 00 OTICITHBHOM
rpexe. B Heil packpbiBaeTcsl cama npupoaa rpexa Bo
BCEH ero pa3pymnuTeIbHON cruie. Y delloBeka ObLTO JBS
cblHa. Muamgmmii TpeGyeT OT 0TLA CBOIO TOJIIO
HacJeICTBa HEMEIEHHO. MBI TaKk MPUBBIKIH K
CIEP)KaHHOCTH, C Kakoil EBaHrenue pucyer 3Ty ClieHy,
YTO YUTACM €€ CIIOKOHHO, CIOBHO ATO MPOCTO HAYAJIO
pacckasza. A BMeECTE C TEM, €ClId HA MUHYTY
OCTAHOBHTHCS U 3alyMaThCsl, YTO O3HAYAIOT 3THU CJIOBA,
Hac nopasurt yxac. [Ipocteie cnoa: Otue, naif MHe...
o3HavaroT: «Ore1, gail MHe ceiuac To, YTO BCE PaBHO
JOCTAHETCA MHE IOCIIe TBOEH CMEPTU. Sl XOuy KUTh
CBOEH J)KU3HBIO, & Thl CTOMILIb HA MOEM IYTH. ...MHe
HY’KHa CBO0O/Ia M BCE TUIO/BI TBOCH JKU3HU U TPYJIOB.
YMpu u naii MHe xuTh!» Pa3Be 3T0 He caMas CyIIHOCThb
rpexa? He oOpamaemMcs a1 MBI K bory Tak ke CIOKO#HO,
KakK MJIQJIIIMKA ChIH U3 €BAaHTEIbCKOW PUTYH, C TOM K€
HaWBHOM XKECTOKOCTHIO TpeOyst oT bora Bce, uro OH
MOJKET HaM JaTh: 3I0POBbE, (PH3HUECKYIO KPETIOCTh,
BJIOXHOBEHHUE, YM, - BCE, YeM MBI MOKEH OBITh U UTO
MOEM UMETh — YTOOBI YHECTH 3TO MPOYb U PACTOYHUTH,
HU pa3y He BcioMHUB 0 HeM? (Mum. Anmonuii
Cypoorccxutl)

U yeemul, u wmenu, u mpasa, u KOI0CHA,

U nasyps, u nonyoennwlii 3HOL. .

Cpox nacmanem — I'ocnoob coina 6.1y0H020 CHPOCUN:
«bbin 1w cuacmaug mol 6 dHcusHu 3eMHOU? »

U 3a6y0y 5 6ce — 6CnNOMHIO MOTBLKO 60M MU
Ilonegvle nymu medxc KOI0Cbe8 U Mpas —

U om cnaoocmmuvix cres ne ycneio omeemums,
K munocepouvim konenam npunas.

Hean Bynun

Dates to Remember
Mar 2  Meatfare Sunday / MsiconycTHas

Mar 9 Cheesefare / Forgiveness Sunday
CeipomnryctHas / [Ipomennoe Bocukp.
Forgiveness Vespers following Liturgy

Mar 10  Beginning of Lent
Monday Havano Beaukaro Ilocra

Services daily 8 AM and 6:30 PM
Monday — Thursday, Mar 11 — 13,

Ready of Great Canon of St. Andrew of
Crete - 6:30 PM

Friday Liturgy of Presanctified Gifts
Mar 14 JIut. IIpexaeocssm. J{apos
6:00 PM

Sunday April 27 - Pascha
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THE SUNDAY OF THE PRODIGAL SON
(Father Andrew Phillips)

On this Sunday the Church tells the parable of the
Father who had two sons. Like all parables, it has a
symbolic meaning. Who is the Father and who are
the two sons

The Father represents God the Father, the Father
of all mankind. The elder son represents the Jewish
people. The elder son represents the Jews, for alone
of all people the Jewish people had kept the
memory of God, accurately, faithfully conserving
the stories of Creation, the story of the Fall of
Mankind and the prophecies of the Coming of a

Savior, the Messiah. The Jews, the elder son, had
remained with the Father

On the other hand, the younger son represents
the Gentiles, that is, the pagan world. At the time of

Christ, this meant the whole world except for the
Jews. Unlike the Jews, the pagans had confused
their memories of God the Creator with all sorts of
false stories, myths and legends. They had confused
the Creator with creation, and instead of
worshipping God, they worshipped stones and
rivers, the sun and the moon, kings and queens,
thinking that they were gods and so making them
into idols. The pagans, the younger son, had
journeyed into 'a far country' and there 'wasted their
substance'. In other words, they had distanced
themselves from God, forgotten His Truth, so
wasting their spiritual inheritance. As a result, they
suffered from 'a mighty famine', in other words,
from spiritual hunger, and so ate with swine,’ that
is, ate with the illusions of the demons. However,
they repented and turned back towards the Father,
who welcomed them with open arms, running out
towards them to embrace them

This parable is in fact a warning to the Jews. We
can see this vividly portrayed in the icons of the
parable. There we see the Father showing love and
forgiveness towards the repentant son, who lies at
His feet, begging forgiveness. The elder son,
however, is angry, full of bitterness and jealousy.

Perhaps we feel some sympathy with the elder
son. After all, he never wasted his substance, he did
remain loyal to the Father. The problem is that the
elder son's service was a form of slavery, he did not
stay with the Father out of love, but out of self-
interest, in expectation of a reward. This was not
love freely given, but an obligation fulfilled in the
hope of the payment of the hireling.

We can compare this with the attitude of the
Father. He instantly forgives all that the younger

son, the pagan world, has done and says: 'Let us
make merry'. The attitude of the Father is not
gloom, but joy. The elder son, on the other hand, is
full of gloom and cannot bring himself to be joyful
or express love, because he has no love for his
brother. The Father says: 'All that I have is thine',
and shares everything. The elder son wishes to
share nothing, for he is locked up in pride and self-
love. Indeed, the elder son does not want to share in
all that the Father has. Yes, he wants to share in His
wealth and His property, but he does not want to
share in what the Father has above all else - in His
merciful compassion and love.

Thus we are reminded of the words of the
Apostle Paul, that though we may have all qualities,
if we do not have love, then we are nothing. In this
way, this parable has a meaning for us. We may
have great wealth, but if we have no love, then all
our wealth is worthless and our lives are futile and
purposeless We may have a wonderful job, but if
we do not use it to create something positive, then it
only satisfies our own vanity and has no real
significance We may have a beautiful house or car,
but if we use them only to flaunt our riches and feed
our selfishness, then they serve no purpose. Where
there is no love, there is only the emptiness of futile
vanity and the gloom of selfish pride

Therefore, let us too make merry, for Christ the
King of Love makes joy even out of the most
difficult problems and all we prodigals are able to
return at any moment to the Father and be
embraced by His love.

Rejoice, God is with us.!

The first stage of grief resembles the return of the prodigal son.
For this reason it fills the mourner with dejection and leads him
fo employ these very words, Father, | have sinned against
heaven and before Thee, and am no more worthy to be called
Thy son' (Luke 15:21). But the consummation of grief
resembles the moment when the heavenly Father runs out to
meet him and embraces him. And when the son finds himself
accepted with such inexpressible compassion and on account
of it is filled with great joy and boldness, he receives the
Father's embrace and embraces Him in return. Then, entering
into the Father's house, he shares together in the feast of
divine felicity.

Let us, then, in blessed poverty also fall down and weep before
the Lord our God, so that we may wash away our former sins,
make ourselves impervious to evil, and, receiving the blessings
and solace of the Comforter, may glorify Him and the
unoriginate Father and the Only-begotten Son, now and
always and throughout the ages. Amen." (St. Gregory
Palamas)
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