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Schedule for the Week of March 9 - 15, 2008

Sunday Cheesefare / Hen. CeiponycTHas
Mar 9 Forgiveness Sunday / ITpomenoe Bockp.
8:30 AM Nocturns, Confessions
8:45 AM Liturgy / JIutyprus
Forgiveness Vespers following
Liturgy

Monday  Beginning of Great Lent
Mar 10 Hauano Beauxaro Ilocta

Services 8 AM & 6:30 PM Daily

Monday — Thursday, Mar. 10 — 13:
6:30 PM Compline, Great Canon of
St. Andrew of Crete
Bea. Kanon CB. Auapeii Kpurckaro

Friday 6:00 PM Typica &
Mar 14 Presanctified Liturgy
JIutyprus IIpexngocss. lapos

Saturday
Mar 15

5:30 PM Vigil

Sunday Sunday of Orthodoxy
Mar 16 8:30 AM Nocturns, Confessions
9:00 AM Liturgy / Jlutyprus

IIpomenoe Bockpecenue
(Peceoa Ha M¢. 6,14-21)

IIpexnae, yem npucTynuTh K TopxecTBy
IIpaBocnaBus, korga Mbl BCIOMUHAEM, 4To bor
nmobeaw, uto OH IPUIIEN U IPHHEC IPaBIy B MUD,
TIPUHEC )XKU3HD «H KU3Hb C H30BITKOMY, IPUHIC U
panocTb, U JII000BB, MBI B MTOCIEAHNN pa3 obpaliaemcs
Ha CaMHuX ce0s U K IPYTHM, YTOOBI HCITPOCUTH JIPYT Y
JpyTa MpoIleHra: 0CBOOOIN MEHS OT Y3, KOTOPhIE
CIUTETEHB MOWM HEJIOCTOMHCTBOM U KOTOPHIC
CKOBBIBAIOT MEHS, OT Y3, KOTOPBIE CINIETEHBI U3
TPEXOBHBIX JIe] i TPEXOBHOTO HEOpEXKEeHHS, U3 TOTO, U4TO
MBI CIE€JIANIH IPYTUM, U TOTO, YETO HE CEIUIAIH, a YTO
MOTJIO TIPUHECTH CTOJIBKO PAIOCTH, CTOIBKO HAICHKIBI, U
SIBUTb, YTO MBI IOCTOIHBI bokuel Bephl B HAC...

ITosToMy B TeueHHE HaCTyMaroIIeH HeaeIn
OTJITHEMCS Ha ceOsI B IOCIICIHUN pa3, B3TJISHEM APYT Ha

Ipyra u moMupuMcs. Mup, IpuMHUpeHne He 03HAYaroT,
9T0 MPOOJIeM HE CTajo. XPHUCTOC MPHIIET B MUP, YTOOBI
npuMupHTH ero ¢ Coboro, u B Cebe — ¢ borom, u Mer
3HaeHM, Kakoi 1enoit 3to Emy o6omnuiocs.
BecriomomupIM, ys3BUMBIM, Oe33amuTHEIM OH OoTal
Ham Ce0s1, ToBOps: «/Jlenaiite co MHOH, 4TO 3aX0TUTE, U
KOT'JIa BBI COBEPIIIUTE TOCICIHEE 310, - Y3pUTE, 4TO Most
mo00Bb He nokonebanack. OHa ObUTa U paZoOCThIO, OHA
OblJIa W MpoH3arome 00IBI0, HO 3TO BCETIA TOIBKO
JIO0OBIIBY ...

3T0 mpuMep, KOTOPOMY MBI MOXKEM, KOTOPOMY MBI
TOJDKHBI CIIeI0BaTh, €CIIA XOTHUM OBITh X PHCTOBBIMHU.

(Mum. Aumonuii Cypooicckuii)

Sunday April 27 - Pascha

1%% «8 /aaa%ﬁa/ the Chareh /0/‘ Fascha

Ha ykpawenue [Inawanuybol
Paschal Flower Donation

From:

In Memory/Honor of:

Thank You! Cnacu I'ocnoou!



mailto:rusmnch@att.net

Benukuii Moct — nyThb Kk Macxe

Korga yenoBek roToBMTCS OTNPABUTLCS B MyTb, OH JOIKEH
3HaTb LieNb CBOEro nyTellecTusl. Tak OblBaeT M ¢ noctom. [loct
— 370 rnaBHbIM 0Opa3oM AyXHOBOE MyTELECTBME, @ LIENb ero —
Macxa, «[pa3sgHuk u3 npasgHukoBy». [locT — NpuroToBneHme K
«COBepLLeHuIo [1acxu, UCTUHHOMY OTKPOBEHWIOY, [103TOMY Mbl
AOMKHbI HAYaTb € TOro, YTOBbI NOHSATL CBSA3b NOCTa C [lacxoit, Tak
KaKk 3Ta CBS3b OTKPbIBAET HAM HEYTO O4YEHb CYLLECTBEHHOE,
HEYTO peLLatoLLee BO BCEN HALLE XPUCTNAHCKOWM BEPE 1 KM3HM.
... 'Horga Mbl Co3HaeM Hallm rpexu U KaeMcsi B HUX, HO Mbl He
OTAQEMCS TON HOBOW XM3HU, KOTOPYIO XPUCTOC OTKPbIN 1
Aaposan Ham. Mbl xuBem Tak, kak 6yaTo XpucToC HuUKorga He
npuxogun. W 310 €AMHCTBEHHBIN HACTOALMNA rpex, rybovaiias
Tpareams 1 rpycTb HALLEro NOMMHamNbLHOMO XpucTuaHcTea. Ecnu
Mbl 3TO MONMEM W NMPU3HAEM, TOMBKO TOTAA Mbl CMOXEM MOHATB,
yTo Takoe lacxa u noyemy nepeq Hen Heobxoaum noct. Torbko
TOrAa Mbl CMOXEM NOHATb, YTO BCE NUTYPriYeckue TpaguLmm
LlepkBu, BECb LIMKN ee BOrOCyKEHMI CyLLECTBYET NPEXAE BCEro
ANs TOro, 4To0bl MOMOYb HaM BHOBb YBUAETb U BKYCUTb 3TY
Hosyto K13Hb, OT KOTOPOI Mbl NErKO OTXOAMM, U3MEHSAS N, 1,
noKasiBLUWCb, BEPHYTLCS K Hel. (lpomonpec. AnekcaHdp
UimemaH).

LET US DRAW NEAR!
Excerpts from a sermon by Fr. Chris Metropulos

All of creation has a rhythm. Because of our freedom, we humans
have interpreted this rhythm of life in many ways. As Christians,
we resonate in this created rhythm with the Resurrection life of
Jesus Christ.

This Sunday is "Forgiveness Sunday” for Orthodox Christians in
their Churches all around the world.

It is also called Cheesefare Sunday, because on that day we
say goodbye to dairy products, embracing the common discipline
of our faith together. We thereby prepare our bodies and souls for
the celebration of the Feast of feasts; Pascha. Our 40-day focus
on a common diet, discipline and prayer is a vital bit of WISDOM
(not rules) given us in the ancient faith of the Orthodox Church.
Jesus meets us in our fasting to help us tame the passions of our
lives that actually fight against our best interests. Our true interest
is not to make ourselves hungry, but to know God and love Him
above all else, our only hope of salvation.

We set aside some of the good things of life (meat, dairy, etc.)
to help us focus on the state of our souls. The eternal stakes for
our souls are so high. Each of us is inevitably rushing toward an
eternal appointment at the awesome judgment seat of Christ. At
that throne we will hear Him say “well done” or “depart from Me!”
The Church serves us by giving us the gift of the Fast so that we
can know the state of our souls, and change the course of our
self-centered lives.

We pray each week in the Divine Liturgy to have “the right
answer before the awesome judgment seat of Christ.” We are
each going to come into the presence of the uncreated God, and
He will not diminish Himself in that eternity to accommodate our
self-centeredness. Our destiny is to experience His presence for
eternity. We will return to Him Who made us, and we will not
escape Him ever!

Some theologians have attempted to describe the torments of
hell throughout history. Others have attempted to describe the
blessings of heaven. They have all failed.

The truth is that hell is immeasurably more horrible than any
can imagine and heaven is indescribably more wonderful than
humans can express. And this is true because the horrors of hell
and the blessings of heaven have the same source, in the
inescapable intimate presence of the uncreated God Who is more
awesome (a word entirely used too often in this culture) than we
will even know. We WILL enter His presence. We WILL NEVER
escape Him. Our true selves will be revealed to all. We will
experience the blazing love of His presence as blessing or bane -
- all based on the reality of our love for Him. If we yearn for Him,
our hearts will find home. If we rebel against Him, our self-
imposed agony will be absolute. Our hearts, our true nature will
determine our eternity.

No wonder the Church has preserved the wisdom necessary
to shape our souls here and now for that awesome event. No
wonder, even in the midst of our best efforts, we are also taught
to cry out, “Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner” and prostrate with
the prayer of St. Ephraim. The Church preserves the dual truths
of personal responsibility for the state of our souls and absolute
dependence on the inexhaustible mercy and grace of God. Both
of these realities are equally important.

So, how does the wisdom of Great Lent prepare us for this
inevitable Divine appointment?

First, the wisdom of Great Lent teaches us Humility. In the
light of God's eternal Presence, His eternal Power, and His
eternal Knowledge, we humans cannot ever enter a loving
relationship with Him without acknowledging our own finiteness.
We are not God, but we are invited by this loving and gracious
God to become His companions and share all He is by grace.
This glorious reality drives us to confess our own limits. The
wisdom of Great Lent stirs in us this humble confession of both
need and desire. During the Great Forty Days, we subjugate our
temporary desires so we can learn and respond to our eternal
needs.

Second, the wisdom of Great Lent teaches us Honesty. On
the heels of humility, the wisdom of Great Lent calls us to
honesty. This discipline of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving can
reveal our true selves. The Lenten mirror can present an
uncomfortable picture, and many times we go to great lengths to
avoid seeing our true selves.

But the wisdom of Great Lent holds an accurate mirror up to
our souls. If we are courageous and trusting in God’s goodness
and mercy, we will learn from this experience and offer our
weaknesses to God Who always receives our repentance and
always forgives.

Finally, the wisdom of Great Lent teaches us Hope. The
rhythm of creation has been baptized by the resurrection life of
Jesus Christ. Jesus has come into His world to bring us safely
back to the Father. His life of loving sacrifice and victorious power
have forever made the way open for each of us to grow up
spiritually so that we will have the “right answer” before His
awesome judgment seat. The spiritual tools preserved in the
wisdom of Great Lent offers each of us, once again this year, the
path to not only enduring eternity but actually experiencing joy
unspeakable in the awesome presence of a God Who loves us
more than we, ourselves, know how to love.

Great Lent is here again. The eternal invitation to Divine joy
and intimate love with God is extended to you once more.
Wisdom is offered to you again. What will your answer be this
year?



