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Schedule for the Week of March 31 — April 5, 2008

Sunday Sunday of the Cross
Mar 30 KpecTomnokonnas

Services 8 AM & 6:30 PM Daily

Friday 6:00 PM Typica &
Apr 4 Presanctified Liturgy
Jlutryprusa Ilpexnnocss. lapos
Bible Class following Liturgy

Saturday  5:30 PM Vigil

Apr 5

Sunday Forefeast of Annunciation

Apr 6 8:30 AM Nocturns, Confessions
9:00 AM Liturgy / Jlutyprus
6:00 PM Festal Vigil

Monday  Annunciation / Biaaroseuenue

Apr 7 9:00 AM Hours / Yacsl
10:00 AM Liturgy / Jlutyprus

The Cross of the Lord

The Cross is first of all the symbol of our salvation. In
signing ourselves with the sign of the Cross, we pray to
God the Father through His Son's Cross (when we say
the Lord’s Prayer) or to our Savior, God the Son Himself
through the Cross of His Golgotha (when we address
prayers to the Lord Jesus Christ), or to God the Holy
Spirit (in the prayer “O Heavenly King” -- again
through the Savior’s Cross, through the Cross by which
He acquired the right to send us the Comforter. Signing
oneself with the sign of the Cross has particular meaning
when praying for forgiveness and salvation, for we
cannot be forgiven or saved on account of any personal
merits, no matter how great they might be! It is only
thanks to the Passion of Christ, at the price of His
precious blood, and only after our repentance and the
fruits of repentance, that we dare hope in forgiveness
and salvation. Such is the primary, profound meaning of
signing oneself with the sign of the Cross. If we
comprehend that, how can we possibly make the sign of
the Cross carelessly?

(continued on back)

Lenten Service Schedule

Fridays, March 14, 21, 28, April 4
6:00 PM Typica & Liturgy of Presanctified Gifts
8:00 PM Lenten meal & Bible class

Sunday April 6  6::00 PM Festal Vigil

Monday April 7 Annunciation / Biarosemenue
9:00 AM Hours / 10:00 AM Vesperal Liturgy

Wednesday April9  6:30 PM - Canon of St. Andrew
of Crete AnnpeeBo CtosiHIE

Friday = April 11 Akathist to the Theotokos /TToxBana
6:00 PM at St. George Greek Orthodox Church
Followed by lecture by Fr. John

Saturday April 19 Lazarus Saturday / JTazapesa Cy00.
6:00 PM Festal Vigil / Blessing of Palms

Sunday April 20 Palm Sunday / BepGHoe
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

April 26 Holy Saturday
11:15PM  Nocturns followed by Paschal
Service / Ilacx. YTpens, Jlutyprus
Ocesamenne Kynnueit

April 27 ITACXA
10:00 AM Paschal Vespers / Beuepus

t%,/Z 8 /eaat/ff the Chareh for Pasoha

Ha ykpawenue [Inawanuybot
Paschal Flower Donation

From:

In Memory/Honor of:

Thank You! Cnacu I'ocnoou!
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The Cross is the most-powerful, almighty source of
comfort and strength in times of sorrow, despondency,
and despair. The Cross is the last hope of those who
despair, and it never puts to shame those who have hope.
It is enough but to imagine the Savior Crucified, and
with only a tiny corner of your heart to intend to repent,
and immediately, without delay, the Savior, who kisses
the intention, sends His almighty help. Countless
numbers of people have been saved from committing
suicide because, for just a moment, they turned their
thoughts in faith to the crucified Savior. It was from the
Cross that the prayer for forgiveness of enemies went
forth.

It was from the Cross that the repentant wise thief
was granted mercy. It was from the Cross that the Holy
Apostle John the Theologian (and with him, all faithful
Christians) was adopted by the Most-holy Theotokos,
the hope that cannot be put to shame of those without
hope.

To a true Christian, the Cross of Christ cannot but
evoke a reciprocal, grateful, compassionate and
sacrificial love for the Lord, together with a yearning to
be crucified with Christ. After all, the Cross wordlessly
prays about that very thing. In bearing a Cross upon
one’s breast, or signing oneself with the sign of the
Cross, or crossing one’s arms over one’s breast, we
Christians testify that we are ready to carry the Cross
without complaint, to carry it humbly, voluntarily, and
joyfully, for we love Christ and want to share in His
suffering, for His sake. The Cross of Christ not only
calls us to voluntary suffer, but also shows us the
example of undeserved travails crowned with the highest
honor, the Crown of Thorns upon His Holy Head. And
the whole question: how can the suffering of innocent
children be justified... is resolved so clearly and
profoundly simply by just looking upon the Savior, the
Innocent One, nailed to the Cross. However, the Cross is
not simply a symbol of suffering. It is also a symbol of
victory, and of the triumph of love and truth. It is also a
symbol of the eternal joy that follows temporary
suffering, a joy that nothing can ever take from us. The
Cross truthfully promises us that every little tear will be
wiped away, that all sorrow borne for Christ’s sake, will
turn to joy, that the droplets of tears, blood, and sweat a
Christian who loves Christ sheds before his death will
become diamonds, rubies and pearls of inexpressible
beauty in the Kingdom of Heaven. (Prof L. M.Andreev,
excerpted)

O nexameM Kpecte

Hanomnus, yto I"'ocrioas nmpuiiien npus3Bath HE
MPaBEIHUKOB, HO TPEIIHUKOB K OKasSHUIO, IEPKOBb
CEroJHs BBIHOCUT NEpe]l HAMU CBATOM KpecT. [IBax bl B
rojly COBEpIIAETCA TOPKECTBEHHBIM BBIHOC KPECTa U3
ajTaps Ha CEpeIMHy Xpama: B IeHb BO3IBUXKEHUA U
CErofHs, B KPECTOMOKIOHHYIO Henento. Ho Torna on
BO3JIBUTAETCA HAJl JIIOJIbMHU, TOPKECTBEHHO U

mo0eZI0HOCHO. A CEero/iHs OH - "mojaraeTcs" mpe HaMu.
[IpecTynHuka cHayana KJiany Ha JIeXali KpecT u
MpUOWBAIH TBO3/ISIMH, & IOTOM 3TOT KPECT yXKe
noxHuMand. Mrak, KpecT nexuT nocpeau xpama. U u3
HEJp 3TOT0 KpecTa, Kak U3 HEONaIMMOU KYIUHBI, 3By4UT
cnoo boxue: "Kto xoueT unru 3a MHOIO, OTBEprHUCH
ce0s ¥ BO3BMH KPECT CBOM, U ciiemyit 3a MHo0".
[Ipuuem, Besikoro "ceOs": HE TOIBKO MIOXOTr0, HO U
"xopomutero". I cBoMx rpexoB, U CBOEH MPaBeIHOCTH, U
CBOHUX CTpacTei, U CBOUX 3aCIYT...

A 9TOOBI OTBEPTrHYTHCS ce0s, HAllO CHavYalla MPUITH
B ce0s1, Kak mpuuien B cebs 6myaubiii ceiH (Jk. 15, 17).
Bort on Bo3BpaiLaercs - rpsA3HbIN, BCE TPOMOTABIIHA.
OH HIeT MoIb30BaTHCS TEM, UTO 32 3TO BpEMs
MPEyMHOKEHO €ro OTHOM 1 OpaToM. OH HIET HON0XKHUTh
K HOTaM OTI[a CBO€ CBIHOBCTBO, M IPOCUTH MHUJIOCTH
OBITH XOTsI OBI HAEMHUKOM B ero mome. OH pacIisut He
TOJIBKO CBOU CTPACTH U CBOM OBIJIbIE BICUEHHUS, HO U
CBOE JIOCTOMHCTBO, CBOIO ropocTs. Ho 1 uTo0b!
MIPOCTHUTH, TOXKE HANO ceds pactarh. M oTer Toxe 310
nenaeT. Ho He B oTBeT Ha camopacrmsiThe chlHa. JI1060Bb
OTLA €Ile paHbllle, N3HAYaJIbHO PACIATa, CepLE ero
JTABHO OTKPHITO, JIUIIb OBl CHIH BEPHYJICS.

He cMmor ce0s pacriars mummib crapmmii Opat. He
CMOT OTBEPTHYThCS €051, TAKOTO XOPOILIETO,
MpeIlaHHOTO, HUKY/Ia HE YXOIWBIIETO U HU KOTIEHKH He
npomMoTasiiero. OH Ipe3npaeT U MPOCSIIETro MPOIIESHHS
Opara, 1 Tak Jierko mpoinaromiero otia. OH BroJHe
YeJIoBEK MHUpa, YenoBek "pojaa cero”. B "poae cem"
YeNoBeK, 3T0 3By4uT ropao! Pop ceii ToBOpuUT: Kak ThI
MOJKEIIIb YHU3UTHCS U IPOCHUTH MporneHusa? Kak Tol
MOJKEIIb BOT TaK JIETKO npomats? 1 naxe mpocTto
HOCHUTb Ha IpyJIu KpecT B "pone ceM" CTBIAHO: 3HAUHUT,
[IOKAa3bIBaeIllb CBOIO C1a00CTh, YTO caM Ha ce0sl He
Hajeembes. Jla u Hameembes-To Ha koro? Ha toro, kTo
cam ce0s He Mor 3anmTuTh. A ['ocniogs roBoput: "Krto
nocTeiAuTCA MeHst 1 Moux clioB B pojie CEM
MIPETIO00CIHTHOM U TPEITHOM, TOTO MOCTHIANTCS ¥ ChIH
UYenoseueckuii, koraa npuuget B cnase Otia CBoero co
CBATBHIMU AHrenamu".

UYenoBek MpuXoanT B ce0s1, KOTAa OCO3HAET, YTO
MMEHHO €My, 1 HUKOMY JpyroMy IpeJHa3HaueH 3TOT
TeKauii mocpean xpama kpect. Kazanoce Ob1, kak
HUKOTJa MpUOIM3MIHCE cTpafnanns. Ho Ha camom nmene
"HeIHE OMMKe K HaMm cracenue". Kazamock Obl, mpuiia
HOYb CMEPTH, HO Ha CaMOM-TO JieJie "HOYb MpoIIlIa, a
JIeHb MPHOIH3MICA", U "HACTYIINI YK€ 9ac MPOOYAUTHCS
Ham ot cHa". (Pum. 13, 11-12). U He B3sB KkpecTa,
HEBO3MOJKHO "TIONTyYUTh MHJIOCTh U OOpecTH OJarogarb
Ut OnaroBpeMeHHo# nmomontu". [loToMy uTo nexamui
mepe HaMH KPECT, 3TO OJHOBPEMEHHO H - TOT CaMBbIi
JKEPTBEHHUK, HAa KOTOPOM IIepBOCBSAIIEHHUK BEIUKUI
mporen Hebeca ¢ mpuHoIIeHueM CBoel Oe3rpenrHoil
miotu. U ciioBo boxkue moOyxmaeT mprucTynaTh ''c
Jep3HOBeHHeM" K 3TOMY "TpecToiy 6iaroaaru’.
[Totomy uto 3TOT [IepBOCBSILIEHHUK MOXKET U
"cocTpagaTh HaM B HeMolllax Hamux", Tak kKak OH,
"MmooOHO HaM, UCKYIIIEH BO BCeM, KpoMe rpexa’.
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