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Dates to Remember: 
 
Nov 21-St Michael the Archangel 
Nov 27-Thanksgiving- 
 Moleben 11 AM 
Nov 28-Beginning of Nativity Fast 
Dec 4-Entrance of the Theotokos 
Jan 6 & 7 – Nativity of Christ 
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- Я предвижу восстановление мощной России, еще 
более сильной и могучей. На костях мучеников, как 
на крепком фундаменте, будет воздвигнута Русь 
новая - по старому образцу, крепкая своею верою во 
Христа Бога и Святую Троицу; и будет, по завету 
великого князя Владимира - как единая Церковь... 
Перестали понимать русские люди, что такое Русь: 
она есть Подножие Престола Господня.  
 

Sayings of St. John of Kronstadt  
(from “My Life in Christ”) 

 
"Every sin is a war against God. But - O infinite gift of 
God’s love to men! - When we had fallen so low by 
having sinned against the Creator, when we had fallen 
from life into death, by turning away from God, our Life; 
when we had corrupted ourselves by sins, and when 
everlasting death threatened us – God sent upon earth 
the Redeemer of the World, His own Only-begotten Son, 
in flesh like ours, to suffer for our offenses and thus 
cleanse us from sins, through repentance and faith in 
Him, and bring us again to His Father, from Whom we 
had fallen away. Let us value this, God’s greatest benefit 
to us, and let us not 'neglect so great a salvation' (Heb. 
2:3)! Let us constantly remember our sinful corruption, 
and the means of grace offered by the Church for our 
regeneration." 
 
"Christ, the Son of God, the Most Holy God, 'is not 
ashamed to call us sinners brethren' (Heb. 2:11); 
therefore do not at least be ashamed to call brothers and 
sisters poor, obscure, simple people, whether they be 
your relatives according to the flesh or not, do not be 
proud in your intercourse with them, do not despise 
them, for we are all actually brothers in Christ – we 
were all born of water and the Spirit in the baptismal 
font and became children of God; we are all called 
Christians, we are all nourished with the Body and 
Blood of the Son of God, the Savior of the world, the 
sacraments of the Church are celebrated over all of us, 
we all pray the Lord’s prayer, equally calling God our 
Father." 
 
"When the foolish thought of counting up any of your 
good works enters into your head, immediately correct 
your fault and rather count up your sins, your continual 
and innumerable offences against the All-merciful and 
Righteous Master, and you will find that their number is 
as the sand of the sea, while your virtues in comparison 
with them are as nothing." 
 
"Faith is the key of God's treasury. She dwells in simple, 
kind, loving hearts. `All things are possible to him that 
believes.' Faith is a spiritual mouth, the more freely it 
opens the greater the stream by which the Divine springs 
enter into it; let this mouth freely open, as your bodily 
one does; do not let your lips be compressed by doubt 
and unbelief: if you compress them by doubt and 

unbelief, the treasury of God's blessings will be closed to 
you. The more openly, the more heartily you believe in 
God's omnipotence, the more bountifully will God's 
heart be opened to you. `What things soever ye desire, 
when ye pray, believe that ye receive them and ye shall 
have them.'" 
 
"When you read a worldly magazine or newspaper, 
it is light and agreeable reading, you easily believe 
in everything in it. But if you take up a religious 
publication or book to read, especially one relating 
to church matters, or sometimes when you begin 
reading prayers – you feel a weight upon your 
heart, you are tormented by doubt and unbelief, and 
experience a sort of darkness and aversion. Many 
acknowledge this. From what does it proceed? Of 
course, not from the nature of the books themselves, 
but from the nature of the readers, from the nature 
of their hearts, and –chiefly – from the Devil, the 
enemy of mankind, the enemy of everything holy: 
'he takes away the word out of their hearts' (Lk. 
8:12).    When we read worldly books, we do not 
touch him and he does not touch us. But as soon as 
we take up religious books, as soon as we begin to 
think of our amendment and salvation, then we go 
against him; we irritate and torment him, and 
therefore he attacks us and torments us on his side. 
What can we do? We must not throw aside the good 
work, the reading or prayers that are profitable to 
our souls, but we must patiently endure and in 
patience save our souls." 
 

* * * * * * * * * 
O strange Orthodox Church, so poor and weak, with 
neither the organization nor the culture of the West, 
staying afloat as if by a miracle in the face of so 
many trials, tribulations and struggles; a Church of 
contrasts, both so traditional and so free, so archaic 
and so alive, so ritualist and so personally involved, 
a Church where the priceless pearl of the Gospel is 
assiduously preserved, sometimes under a layer of 
dust; a Church which in shadows and silence 
maintains above all the eternal values of purity, 
poverty, asceticism, humility and forgiveness; a 
Church which has often not known how to act, but 
which can sing of the joy of Pascha like no other. 

(Fr. Lev Gillet) 


